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ANSWERED BY OVR 
 SAVIOVR CHRIST, AND 


' indiuerſe Sermons further manife- 
ſted,by that worthy man Mai- 
ſter William Perkins. 


I owhich added, a Comfort ji for the fee. 
ble minded : whireinis (et downe 


the temptations of a Chriſtian. 


þ Inthathe ſuffered, and was tempted, he is ablets 
ſuccour themthazare tempted. Heb. 2.18, 


. Yinted by Richard Field for EE, and 7 
| \ aetobe ſold atthe figneofthe Swan. 
} * - nPaules'Chucch-yard, 12 
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| To the right Honora- 

| blethe Lord Ruſſell, with 

the vertuous [adie his 
wife, praceand peace, 


x 


IGHT Hononrable, as 
John the Baptiſt was in one Mas.;, - 
= > | deſert,ſo our Sautor Chriſt Mat 4.3 
FP EA -| he was 1nanother : but as 
theſe two arffered in their 
Cs betyg in the world: ſodid 
they net accord in their being in the wilder- 

eſſe. lohuwa with ſome men , Chit with 
none; John was with wild men , Chriſt with 
wild beaſts; John was preaching, Chriſt pray- 
ing; lohn was baptiſmg, Chriſt fighting; lohn 14 
wa: feeding, Chriſt faſting; Tohn was encoun- = 
| #ring with Dinels incarnate; Chriſt aid en- | 
| eonnter with the Prince of thoſe Dinels, Fro 
John preaching in the deſert, learne Teabli- | 
BL gence in onr callings: from ( hriſt tempted im 
phe deſert ,ſee we troubles a4 our calling: . 
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—— The Epiſtle 
1234.19 *1f{ayy are the troubles of the righteous but. 
F the Lord delinereth them ont of all, | 
If it pleaſe you to gine theſe after-lines the 
reading, you ſhall ſee ſet downe that mono- 
machze or ſingle combat, which was hand to 
hand betwixt Chriſt and the Dinell. eAnd 
as for Chriſt Ieſus , you ſhall ſee him faſting, 
fighting, conquering, Faſting and an hungry, 
zo ſhew he was man:fightingand encountring, 
roſhew he was Meſſiah ; and conquerins &- 
is Mata; triumphing, toſhew he w.u God, And as for. 
Ec Mat.4.6. the dincll, your ſhall ſee his obtefling, anſwe- 
Ed Mat4-it ring , fling, Obiefling, that *Chrift might 
ge rc. Jſpaire;* anſwering, that he might preſume; 
PE x.Pet.5.8. A®* flvi h 
Wim flying, when he could not euercome. 
*, 1.Coriz {#4 Chriſts temptations, we ſee the eſtate 
26. of the* ( harch; in Satans aſſault, we ſee his 
I malice to the Church. Is ( brift tempted ? 
£3 loh 15.20 2þ;yþe it not ſtrange if we fallinto*temprats- 
Ek AQtr421T : 
1 Hebb.2. x0 05 For the griefe of the head, is the yriefe 
FE ef the* members: the temptations of ( hriſt, 
” m Luk24, ſhew the temptations of 'Chriftians, It is true 


enter into the kingdome of God : that * onr 
High Prieſt was conſecrated by affliftions, 
that ſo he muſt ſuffer & enter into his" glory. 


[-36. of Chrift, that * by many tribulations he did 


Hews no ſooner borneinte the world, but. 
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| _ Dedicatonie. —_ 
"< he is * hunted by Herod, baptized at Tordan, i Mat, 
| b but Satan ſets on him; a Preacher of re- b Mat.z * 
pentance, but the*® Scribes proſeribe him; to I6.4.T. 
4 porhe miracles, but the Phariſees ſlaun- 
der him. He is no ſooner to ſuffer , but © the 15. E 
Diaell aſſaults him, apprehended, but the* eIoh.12.29 
Jewes deliner him; delinered , but * Herod *1oh.18.28 
aderides hins; derided,bat * Pilate condemnes S Luk.z3 
him; condemned, but the ſouldiers * abuſe |, Luk.23.7 
him, Is he on the croſſe ? the © people will not 24. 1 
pitie him; 1s he riſes ? the high Prieſts will \Mat27.29 
'belie him. Ina word, t he upon earth ? he ts k Mat.27 $ 
x ' tempted in his” perſons he 1m heauen ? he © ſat 42rd 
"tempted inhis members. Thus the life of m Luk.s 
Chriſt was a warfare vpon earth, and the 16 *1 
life of Chriſtians muſt be a warfare vpon 2 Atg.qq 
earth. We line here in a [ea of troubles: the 3 
ſea us the werld,the wanes are calamities,the 
Charch 7s the ſhip,the anker ts hope,the ſails 
are lone, the Saints are paſſengers,the hanen AY 
» 72s heanen,and( hrift s our Pilot When the vj 
\ Jſeacan continze without wanes , the ſhirpe 
without toſſi:gs , and paſſengers not be ſiche 
, wponthewater,then ſhal the Church of God 
i Gewithout trials. We begin this voyage ſo 
 Joone weare borue,and we muſt ſale on 


till our aying day. , 
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[The Fpiſtle 
 - Wedoreade in Gods wordof many kinds 
of temptations: God, Satan, Man, the 
World, & theFlelh,are /aidtotempr.God 
tempreth man to trie has obedience , Satan 
 tempteth man to make him diſobedient: men 
a tempt men to trie what 1s in them: and 
man zexpteth God, to trie what uu in him. 
The world i atempter, to keepe mais froms 
, God: and thefle{h is atempter to bring mars 
'« Gen.22.1 78 the Dixell. SoGod rempred®* Abraham 
. n the offering of his ſonne : Satan *rempred 
d Iob.1.18 79þ 5nthe lſſ- of his goods: a ©Queene rem- 
Ay King, pted Salomon in trying his wiſedome: men 
4 Exor7.3 *empted Godby diftruſt in the deſert: the 
e 1 Tim. World zerpred Demas,* when he forſocke 
410.8 thee Fpoſtles: andtheflefh rempted Danid, 
£ $4011 -4 Fr hex he fell by adulterie, Doth God tempt 
A vs? take heed of bypocriſie: doth Satan tempt 
&:? take heed of hs ſubtiltie: doth may tempt 
man? take heed of diſſcbling : doth ma tempt 
Goa? take heed of inquiring: doth the world 
tempt man? take heed of apoſtacie: doth the 
fleſh tempt man? take T8 carnalitte. But 
do we ſo? are we warie of theſe tempter:?No, 
we are not, «1d therefore we fall, We fall on - 
the right hand by temptations in proſperitie , 
rd we fall on the left, by temptations in ad- 
| Ke rfit ir . 


 Dedicatorie. ; 

werſitie, Of the one it may be ſaid, it hath 2.Samal 
ſlaine thouſands : of the other , that it hath . 
[laine tenthouſanas, 
' When we comeandſee cities aiſpeopled, 
" bonſes defaced, and wals pulled downe, we 
faq, the ſoldier hath bene there : and when 
we ſee pride in the ;ich , diſcontent tn the 
poore, and ſinne in all, we may inſily ſay the 
Tempter hath bene there. 

Now of all other temptations , it pleaſeth 
God to ſuffer his ({hurch to be tempted with 
aſſlitions . It 1s nener free either from the 
ſword of Iſhmael : which 1s a* reniling tong: a Gen,zx'g 
or the ſwordof Eſant, a * perſecuting hand. b Gen, 23 


Neither was thereyet ener Chriſtian may 41+ 


found, who had not his part inthe cup of af- c 1,4, 
fliftion. We muſt drinke of the © ſame cappe 23. 
PT maiſter ad : he diſciple 15 not abene his d Mat, 10, 


maiſter, _— | 
 Thereaſons why God doth wiſite ws thu Reafons why \ 

with afflictions, are: Firſt, to humble vs.Se- God doth © 

condly , to weane wr. Thirdly, to winow vs. *098 his 

Forrthly, toprenent vs. Fiftly ,to teach vs. OE; 

Sixtly, to enlighten vs. Seucnthly, to honour 

vs. Eightly, to cure vs, Ninthly, to crowne 

vs. Tenthly, to comfort vs. Elenenthly, to 

proteit vs. Twelfthly, ww vi. And laſt 

Ie (3 


* The Epiſtle 
FEcd.3.10 Of 11, to teach & comfort others. To* hnm- 
Plal.rr9. ble vs, that we be not proud :* to weaue vs, 
. that we loue not this world: © to winnow vs, 
; Luk.2%. ,þ,; we be not chaffe: © to prenent vs , that 
PCL.cxo, 6 40 not frame: © to teach vs,that we be pati- 
T. ent madgerfitic : to © enlighten vs, that we 
Pſal.3 9.9. ſee our errors: to® honoxr vs , that our faith 
y may be manifeſt: to cure vs, that we " ſurfet 
h 2 x Bi not of ſecuritie : to "crowne vs, that we may 
T Deur, 32» {#1te eternally: to ® comfort ws, that he may 
Th ſend his ſpirit: : to' prote&t vs, that he may 
2. Tim. 4 guide vs by hrs eAngels: to” adopt vs, that 
Yo we may be his ſonnes:"and to teach ethers, 
£ loh.6.33+ "TO « Ul WOK SS. co 
AQ.12.7, 24t they ſeemg how ſine 25 prinſhed tn vs, 
3 He.12.7 they may take hecdit be not found in them: 
h 2.Pet.2.5 that they® ſecing our comforts im troubles 
Þ 3:COr.1.6 2ygy wot be diſcouraged in the like trials . 
| Thus a ( briſitan mans diet ts more ſower 
thea ſweet: hs phiſicke ts more alots then ho- 
me: hu life s more a pulorimage then a pro- 
greſſe: and his death 1s more deſpiſed then 
honoured. Th if men would thinke of be- 
q fore, afflilions would be as welcome to the 
| PRuMit® CLLOFman, as" fifted Reuth was to the 
field of Boaz. But becauſe we looke not for 
thembefore they come,think not on Gods do- 
3g when they are come, and ao deſire to be 


happie 
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good for vs each way. We are Gods " irees, qp(41.119 


ſuffer affliftions , they are * momentanie in 17. 


Dedicatorie.'! ">. 
: happic both here and hereafter: therefore 
we can away with the name of Naomi, but in | 
210 caſe wold we be catled* Mara, We'ſee the aRuth.r.2 
ſea, not the whale: the* Egnptian, not the b Ionah. 
ſaluation : the TLions mouth , not him that po 4 F 
foppeth the Lions month . If we could ſee \,, 
God tn our troubles, as* Eliſha did in his,thea d Dan.6.x( 
would we ſay : There are more with vs,then 2%. 
there are againſi vs, But becauſe we do not, © ” King 
therefore at exery aſſault of the Aſſirtans,we f x King, | 
ay , as the ſeruant to* Eliſhah did: eAlns 6.9, | 
maſter what ſhall we ao: and with the dif- g Mar 4g 
ciples :2{ areſt thou not maiſter that we pe- ; 
riſh? Tet ut ts good for ws to ſuffer affiiition, 
Bleſſed is the man that endureth tempta- h\Tam.r.r1 
tion: for when he 15 tried, he ſhall receine the fob.5.17.3 
crowne of life which the Lord hath promiſed . 
ro thers that lowe hims. It is * commanded by i Pro. 3.12 
Ged, 'prattiſed by ('brift, 'yeelded to by the © Matg.t 
Saimts , "aſſigned by Gods protidence, and 
we ſhallgrow better by pruning: Gods pomas- 71. ; 
der, ſmell better by rubbing : Gods ſpice, be n Plal.1.40 
more profitable by bruiſing : and Gods con- ] 
auits, we are the better by running , Let Vs 0 2.Cor.4e 
reſpeft of time: *fanonrs, if we reſpect Gods p Pril.t.291 


| 
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" " The Epiſtle 
1 lone and a meanes to brins vs to the kingdom 
if ' . of Goa, If they did conſume vs,we might wiſh 
MARi421 them anend: but they do * purge V1glet ws be 
þPet.1.5. contents They are Gods fanne, we are Gods 
1  wheate: they are Gods boulter, we are Gods 
Exod, 3, meale: they are Gods ® flame ,we are Gods 
| Ge.322-9+ brſh:they are Gods *cords we are Gods ſacri- 
= fice: theyare Gods fornace we are Goas gold. 
The wheate will nat be good without the fan, 
ror the meale without the beulter , nor the 
buſh without the flame, nor the ſacrifice 
- mwithoutthecords, nor the gold withont the 
'Phl3y. fornace,T hey are trials, not puniſhments, if 
7. we be ſonnes: puniſhments, not trials , if we 
| P{:1226: 5. be ſlaues, Let vs then bears thew, they® will 
: 5 mp0 haze an end: oy* will follow : they* ſhew vs 
* Luke14. 917 weakueſſe: 5 they mone vs to pray: they 
a6. ſhew we are in the path way to heaten: and 
s Eccl.1.2.' wake vs conteme this preſent world, By 
F 4 them * we learne to repent vs of ſmne pas, 


i2 


6 2,94 


1 'Gen; a9 7 rake heed of fine preſent , and to foreſee 


m AQ. 2.//mmeto come , By them we © receine Gods 
} Phil.3.ro ſþi77t ,” are bike to (hnft : are acquainted 
© Dau3. ®*3with Gods power: haue® ioy in deliverance: 
VE rod, know benefite of proſperitie: made more har- 
= ate to ſuffer : and 1 hane cenſe to prafiiſe 
4 1. Pct.1, 72any excellent vertnes.T hey cauſe vs(as one 


ſaith) 


fauth) to ſeeke out Gods promiſe: the promiſe 


Dedicatorie. 


;0 ſecke faith: faith te ſeche prayer: and _. 
projer Lras God. * Secke, jo. A ſhall find: a—_ . 

call, and he will anſwer : ©waite, and he ,, © 
will come. 1 am to write an Epiſtle, Imuſt not c Hab.2.30 
be long, Tobs © meſſengers came not ſo faſt d lob. 2, } 
0» him: but Iobs affliftions may come as feſt k 
vpon vs. Hath Danid ſlainta Beare? he ſhall e 1.Sams | 
encounter with a Lion:hath he killed a Lion? 17-37- 


more righteazs we are, the more manifold 
are our troubles: and the better we are, the 
better we may indure them, 

But as our troubles are many , ſo are our Mm Exod ge 
delinerances many : God will deliner vs out * Exod. 13 
of all. He that delinered* Noah fro the flend, © £ "a ; 
"Lot from Sodome,*[acob from Eſan, Joſep - . 
from Potiphar," Moſes from Pharaoh, 1ſ= q 2. Kiags 
raell from Egypt,” Danid from Saul,” Eliah 6 — * 
from Acab,%Elyſha from the Syrians, "Naa- p 2.King 
ran from his leprofie, Hezechiah from the | ln _ "i 
plagne,the three childrt from the fire,” Da- ,n1.n.- 


wiell from the Lions," loſeph from Herod,the w Naz, & * 


a AQ. s. Apoſtles*from the Iewes," and (hrift from 
> Matiq. the Dinell: he, enen he will either deliuer vs 
| from trouble,or comfort vs introubleor mi- 
tigate troubles when they come vpon vs. 
[C Ro 4-21 Fe, © he hath promiſed todo it, and he 
I that kath promiſed, ts able to do it. Aud 
this he doth ſometimes by no meanes , ſome- 
times by ſmall meanes, ſometimes by ordina- 
rie meaues, (ometimes by extraordinarie, 
ba Tobs.9. ſometimes contrarie to all meanes. By no 
© loh.6.1 2, *eanes he cured & creeple at Betheſaa : 


p: Mar 4-11 the deſert : by * ordinarie meanes, he was 
| brought from the pinnacle: by meanes ex- 
; iraordinarie he was promaed for in hunger*: 
hk Dans, andcontrarie to all meanes were the" three 
children preſerned in the fornace of fire. 
Thane good canſe to thinke of Gods gra- 
* cionidelinerance, being my ſelfe delinered 
aint 40, 17015 - yr" trouble. Since the time I was 
drewesin Ynkinaly diſmiſſed from my poore charge, 
Norwich, where I would hane continued, if malice had 
| . not hindred me, I hane lined in an end of this 
City : dangerouſly in reſpett of the ſickneſſe ; 
poorely, in regard of maintenance; and pain- 
fully, in reſpe(t of my miniſterie : yet till this 
time hath the Lord delivered me : and as 
: Pay! 


"The Fplle + 


£ Mar. 4.7. by* /mall meanes he fed fine thouſand in 


« 
iy. 


A pede: PE Was 50 a we 
n 


| | Dedicatorie. Wo 
i Panleſaid:* hewill deliner me, if that he 3 -Tunsl 
ſee it be beſt for me, -. "= | 
Let man therefore * comfort himſelfe in b 1.Sam. 
the Lord: * after two dayes he will renine 39.9% 
vs, and the third day he will raiſe vs vp a- c_ « 
__ 4 . . ZO+Y; 
” gaine:* Heanineſſe may endure for amght, © x 
, Ent toy will come 11 the morning, *Denbileſſe e Plal.z8. 
. there ts a reward for the righteous: verity, T7 

wy —Goaretaineth not hiswrath for eucr. Conld f Mica.7 

&: he ouercome the world, and can he net oner- 

| come many troubles in the world? Teayet one 
1. plaguefollow another, as one quaile ſmgs to 2 
—- another: yet as the wiper leaped on Panles g A283 
hand, and foorthwith leaped off againe, ſo q 
one trouble ſhall leape upon the righteous, | 
© 4 and anon leape off agame: a” though he fall, h Pſ37.24 
7 he ſhall riſe againe, the righteous ſhall not be 
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forſaken for ener. | 
IF he hath deligered vs fromthe guilt of 

our ſianes he will deliner vs from the puniſh- 
ment of our ſinnes. Let vs then therefore be 
patient in trouble, conſtant in hope, rooted in 

{one:let us waite and he will come, call and 

he will heare, beleene and he will performe, ' 
repent vs of our euill committed againſt him, 
aha he will repent of his enils inteded againſt 

. Us. Hlets oner vs by his pronidence, about ws 


( 


5H The Epiſtle 
byhus Anoels,in vs by his ſpirit, with vs by 

his word, under ws by his power, and upon vs 

by his Soune. In him & onr helpe , from him 
] : our comfort; by him ts our wittorie , and 
a Plal.ze; for Him onr trouble. * In thee hane 1tru- 
Fb Iob.g. fled,/aith a king : * who ener was confoun- 


© I. Sale gyd 45 Elcauahwas to® Hannah inſtead of 
| in many ſornes, ſo Gods to his inſiead of many 
: comforters. Of other comforters, we may ſay 
d Iob.16:2. 2s [ob did of his friends: © Silly comforters 
| - are J0u all, They will leane vs, as mice ds 4 
 Ruth;r, 749105 houſe : but the Lord ( like* Rath to 
x6. Naom) will nener leaue vs, nor forſake vs. 
£ Eccl.qr.x Eſpecially in the honre of death, * which # 18 
= remembrancebitter to great men: wm that 
I  houreof death he will bewith vs, and com- 
> Luk. 16, 9241d his * Angels to take charge of our 
6. ſonles, the" earth tobe as a bed for our bo- 
| = Te t« dies: that ſo the one'may go into plorie, the 0- 
Phi = ther reſerned in hope of like glorie "and be 
| * amadeonedaylikewnto the oloriou bodie of 
| Chriſt Jeſus . Thus right Honorable, you 
| Plal 137, hare ſcene the riohteous in afflifiions: as" 1/- 
hn 23.4.6. yael was in Babylon: and that the Lord like® 
» Mats. Zorobabel is readie to deliner them.T hongh 
M4  #ntronbles (,hrift ſeemes as in the” ſhippe to 


ded that truſtedin the Lord ſaid a friend ? + 


fleepe, | 
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out af ſleepe, and as a Giant refreſhed with 


of Intile will come, aud then® Toſep 


great for this citie: abundans cautela non 


NE Dedicatorie. 
ſicepe, yet ws deliverance he awahes as a may 


wine, Hewill rebuke the wanes and winds = 
of troubles and per ſecution,and they ſhall flie 
before him as * Syſera did before Debora, ,w.ro gi 
ard the* Philiſtims before Tonathanand hs b x Sam. * 
ſernant. And as Chriſt asking the woman of + 
her accuſers , ſhe anſwered:There was none: © loh.T 
ſo inthe end ache a Chriſtian of his troubles, 
nd he will ſay,T here are none, He 1s a bucks 
ler for our left hand, and a ſwordin our 
r1i0ht: he is an helmet on our head, and har- 
neſſe for our boate. We ſhall looke vpon troue 4 
bles , as * Iſrael didon the Egyptians , as the d Fxod1g 
* [ewes didon Goltah , and as the Grecians e 1-Sam. 
did on Heftor, to triamph oner them: aud as *7:5% 
the Angell ſaid to Toſepht * They are dead £ Mar.2.20 
that ſought the child; life, fo che Spirit ſhall 1 
ſay tothe aſſiifted, They are dead that aid 
ſeeze Jorr life, £ Gay of deligerance, a eare : 
rd ſhall 5 Gen. 4rs 
be ont of priſon," Iacob ont of ſernitude, and ? —_ I 
' Job ſhal lie no more #2 the deft of the earth: k YA 
ELet ws comfort onr ſeines with theſe words. aas. 
Thane exeeded an Epiſtle , efpecially to "4 
ſuch a ſmall booke. If the waller ſeeme too | 


* A 
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| The Epiſtle 
nocet. 7t & v/uall for Students not onely to 
preſent their owne labours , but alſo other 
mens to great perſonages , eſpecially ſuch 
* Works wherin they haze bene either Tranſ= 
lators or onerſeers. It were infint to inſtance 
#15 point, Tam bold to do the like to your 
Hononr at this time , This Copie it was 
brought unto my hand, I hane conferred it 
with another , I hane onerſcene it at the 
| Preſſe, T heard aimerſe of the Sermons, T haue 
4 added nothing of mine owne: and Þ ative, 
lob £222 that of theſe * many baskets tul of moſt delt- 
cate diet which this worthie man hath now 
left behind him, there may not ſo much as a- 
ny one be leſt, If any ſuch come unto my had, 
ſurely they ſhall not be leſt, By his life had I 
mich comfort, and I will ſeeke to honor hin 
JM after he is lead, I was twentie yeares ac 
the Golden quainted with him: Tat his requeſt made the F 
ame." © firſt fruites of his Iabonrs to ſheake Engliſh, 
Ld . Andnow I ambold te preſent this hu poſt- 
bs Court. £496 10 your patronage. Tour honourable 
fe of Bed- Nephew,his vertuons Lady, your worthy ſ- 
kd. ſter,haue heretofore accepted the labours of 
ie Colt this man. If it ſhall pleaſe your, good Honour 
j :M 1g 79 40 the like, this Preface of mine ſhall re- 
. . maine as aperpetuallteſiimonie of my dutie |, 
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SATANS'S 
ANSWERED BY OVR 
SAVIOVR CHRIST. 


Fo M AT, 4, | 
Then was Teſs led aſide of the Spirit,&6. 


DN the elcucn firſt yerſes 
AT | ofthisChapter are recor- 
Cj 2 ded and fet downe vnto 
vs, the ſeucrall temprari- 


J 


4 NE &S A ons of our Sauior Chriſt. 


I And inthem we are to 


Þ conſider three eſpeciall points; 


— Firſt, the preparation vnto the com- 


* bat, yerſ, 1,and 2. 


Secondly, the combat it ſelfe in three 


j feuerall temptations , verl.3,4- 5.6. 7. 8. 


| 9.10. 


Thirdly, the iſſue and effeR of this 


© combar, verſ, 11. 


The preparation hath two parts : firſt, 


| | the going foorth of Chriſt into the wil. 
/7.$ derneffe, inthe firlt yerſe. Secondly , his 


2 Satans Sophiſtrt 
abode and conuerſation in the wildernes 
inche ſccondverſe,  *' | 

The going foorth of Chriſt into the 
wilderneſfe, is ſet out by ſandric circum- 
ſtances: farlt, the time,chen, Secondly, the 
mouing cauſe, wherby he was-caried thi- 
ther, namely, he was led of the ſpirit, Third- 
ly the place, the we/derneſſe, Fourthly the 
end, ro be tempted of the amell.. 

Then was Teſws led} In the Chapter 
going beforc is ſet downe the Baptiſme 
of our Sauiour Chrilt,as alſo the great ho- 
nour of his baptiſme. And it pleaſed him 
to be baptized, toſhew that he was now 
inſtalled into the office ofa mediator,and 
| forthe greater ſolemnitic ofhis baptiſine 
he was proclaimed by the voice of God 
the Father from heauen, to be the chicfe 
Dodtor, and the true Prophet of the 
Church of God: for chap. 3.17. itis ſaid: 
T here came a voice from heauen. ſaying this 
7% my welbeloued ſonne in whons I am well 
pleaſed. And alfo itis ſaid: that rhe Spirit 
of Godin the likeneſſe of a Done deſcended 


and light pon him. Now ſo ſoone as 


Chrift was inſtalled into -his office of | 
Mediator , andthus ſolemnely _— 


ind proclaimed,cuen from heauen, to be 
the ſole Door and Prophet of the 
Church of God, preſently withour delay, 
as is Mark. 1, 12. he was led aſide ro be 
tempted of the Dinell, 

In that Chriſt is no ſooner baptiſed, 
but he is preſently tempted, itſhewerh vs 
that all thoſe which haue bene baprized, 
and given vp their names to Chritt, muſt 
make account to be tempted, and looke 
for temptations. For if Satan durft beſo 
bold to ſet vpon'Ieſus Chriſt the head; 
who was not onely man but very God, 
how much more will he be bold to fer v- 
pon vs, who be bur weake and finfull 
men? And therefore ſo ſoone as we haue 
truly given yp out names to God,and be- 
come the faithfull ſouldiers of Chriſt, and 


refuſe toſerue ſinne and Satan, then will 
the diuell encounter vs, and ſetypon vs, 


and we mult looke for ro be tempted, 
preparing our ſelues to this {pirituall bat- 
tell,and pur 2pon vs the whole complete ar- 
mour of God, Epheſc6,11. 

 Butmoſt men will ſay, this doQrine is 
not true: for they neuer felt any ſuch 
combar in them(ſclues,though they haue 
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bene baptized many yeares. 

I anſwer, ſuch men whatſocuer they 
be, they haue onely the outward bap- 
tilme of water, and neuer receiued the 
inward baptiſme of che Spirit: and ſuch 
men do indeed weare Chriſts liuerie. bur 
do ſeruice to the diuel! his enemie. And: 
therefore let ſuch perſons reforme them- 
ſelues, turne from their wicked and fin- 
fulllines , and ſeeke to ſerue the Lord, 
ang then they ſhall find this dottiine 
molt true. For the children cf Iſrael ſo 


Jong as they lived vnder Pharaoh in E- 


oypt, they were not perſccuted by Pha- 
7aoh: but when they did ſet their faces to- 
wards the land of Canaan, then preſently 
he purſued them with all his malice and 


might, Soall the while menlivein Egypt, 


4 
LY 


that is, in fin and wickednefle, and ſcrue 
the diueil, he will let them be at quiet:but 
if euer we once ſet our hearts on thathea- 
uenly Canaan, and giue our ſelues to the 
teruice of God, then he will with open 
mouth purſue vs, follow-vs with many 
armies, and caft an hundred temptations 
in our way : and as a poore bird which 


comes tothe ſhop, and when ſhe thinkes 


< to 


_—_— a 
4 3. 


anſwered by Chriſt. 5 
to get away,then comes all her paine,and 
the neris ſpread ouerher , So when men 
beginto leaue their cuill courſes, and to 
ſer themſclues to ſerue the Lord, preſent- 
ly the deli doth ſpead his net to intan- 
gle them, This mult teach vs to watch 
and pray, that we enternot into tempta- 
tion. 

þ Secondly, in that our Sawour is no gg, , 
ſoonet baptized, and ordainedto be the 
great Doctor of the Church , but he is 
preſently tempted and encountred by Sa- 
F tan:hencewe learne,tharall thoſe which 
be appointed of God to any ſpeciall of- 
; ficeinthe Churchor commonyweale,they 
| muſtmake accountthey ſhal be tempted, 
' } and looke for Satans temptations one 
> way orother,Itwasthatwhich befell the 

| head, andtherefore let vs all that be his 
members teckon of it. Example of this 
we haue in XZoſes, who ſo ſoone as he x4 2.14 
was new called to be the guide and deli- 


t | yuercrof the children of Iſrael, he was 
' : fainetofly when hehad killed the Egyp- 
4 |; tian, And Dania was no ſooner appoin- ,,cam.1$* 
, | tedby God to be king of Itracl, but 


|; Sauedidperſecute him. Aﬀſoone as our 
| ; B 3 
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Sauiour Chriſt had called the Apoſtles 


to that office, he brought themto the ſea, 


and there by his divine power raiſed a 


 ſtorme, loas they cryed out: Harſter, 
ſane vs, or elſe we periſh. 


And this the Lord doth in great wiſe- 
dome: for by this meanes he {heweth a 
man thathe isnotable of himſelfe to exe- 
cute the duties of his particular calling, 
without the ſpeciall grace of God:and by 
theſe temptations and trials, the Lord 
ſtirrethvp a greaterloue ofhis maieſtic in 
the hearts of his children, and with it ma- 
ny other graces, as prayer, paticnce, &c, 
and makes theſe graces the better to 
ſhew themſelues. 

Seeing that our Sauiour Chriſt begins 
his propheticall office of teaching the 
church of God, with temptations : this 
ſhould admoniſh the Miniſters of the 
word of God, that they of all other men 
arc ſubicct to Satans temptations,becauſe 
they be the Lords Srandard-bearers,and 
his Lieutenants,againſt whom Satan and 
all his ſouldiers bend all their forces, as 
ſouldiers often do againſt the ſtandard- 


bearer, When as /choſ#rathe high Prieſt. 1 - | 


ſtood 
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anſwered by Chrift. 7 
Rood before the Lord, Satan ſtood at his 
right hand to hinder him. Zach. >, 1. He 
was 41ying ſpirit in the mouth of foure _ 
hundredfalſe Prophets: and this old red *N#2: 3%. 
Dragon, Rex. 12. with histaile draweth 
downe the third part of the ſtars of hea- 
uen: he delired to winnow Peter, andto 
trie him by temptations, Zxk.22, And as 
the king of Aram ſaid of eLeab: Fight not 1-King.22. 
againſt ſmall or great, but againſt the kins 3** 
of Iſraelk lo Satan fighteth nor againſt a- 
ny ſo much,as the Prophets of Ifracl , the 
Minifters ofthe Church. 

So then we may ſee, that temptations 
areneceflaric for the Miniſters of the 
word, thatthey may both know what 
they be, andalſo learne how to comfort 
others in time of temptation. Alfo to 
teach vs the true yſe of the word of God, 
& the force of it in reſiſting tEptation.For 
certaine it is,that temptations teach men 
many thinges which they could neuer 
learneby bare ſtudie. So that one faid 
well: Reading, meditation , prayer , and 
temptations, theſe foure make a Diuine, 
- -... Theſecond pointto be conſidered, is, 
.- what was the cauſe which mouedour Sa- 


ow 
Hy2TO- 


Dueſlion. 


Anſe we! « 
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uiour Chriſt to go into the wildernefle : 
which was the leading ofthe Spirit: Je/7es 
was led aſide of the Spirit : Luk. 4.1. or as 
the word fignifieth, he was caricd 4 part 
Aar. 1, 12. not by a forced, but a volun- 
tarie motion. This was not a locall tranſ- 
portation of the bodie of Chrift,as that of 
Eliah, and of Philip from the Eunuch: 
but by the inward inftin& of the holy 
Ghoſt he was moued and made willin 
to go, as the word which Zzk.4. r.yſ{cth, 
ſheweth plainely. 

And by the Spirit here,is not meant the 
Diaell or an euill ſpirit, but the holy Spi- 
rit of God, eucnthe third Perſon in the 
Trinitie. And fo we fee that Chriſt may 
both guide rhe Spirit , and be guided by 
the Spirit: for Chriſt as he is man is led 
and guided by the Spirit;but as he 15s God 
he doth guide and ſend his Spirit. 

06.Chrift ſends the holy Ghoſt,there- 
fore cannot be led by ic, eFſ; A3 Chrilt 
was man he was guided by Gods ſpirit,as 
he was Gad he ſent the Spirit, 

Hence we may behold the exceeding 
holineſfſe of the manhood or humane na- 
ture of Chriſt , who as he was man was | 
| guided 


4 O—_—_y Mn , 


and appointment of God.For asGod de- 


anſwered by Chriſt. 9 
guided by the Spirit of God, cuen in his 
mouing from one place to another, And 
itis that which euery one ſhoulddefire,to 
be like vnto our Sauiour Chriſt in this, 
v2. to ſuffer our ſclues to be guided and 
direRted by Gods holy ſpirit, in all our 
thoughts, words and deedes, For this is 
a true note of Gods children, Rom. 8. 14- 
but as many as are rot led by the Spirit of 
God, the ſame are none of hz, Roman. 8.9. 
And thereforelet vs all become plyable 
to the motions and direQions of Gods 
bleſſed ſpirit, ſo as we can ſay as Dawid 


faith: When thou ſaiedſt, Seeke ye my face: Pſal27.10. 


my heart anſwered unto thee 0 Lord: I'will 


ſeeke thy face. 
Againe, from this that Chriſt was led pode. 2. 


ynto temptations by the ſpirit of God, 
we learne, that temptations come not by 
chaunce, nor yet by the diuels will and 
appointment: for he could not touch 7b 
or any thing he had, till he had leaue gi- 
uen him by the Lord: and he could not ſo 
much as enter into ſwine, till Chriſt gaue 
him leaue; but they come by his iuſt per- 
permiſſion and the ſpeciall prouidence 
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creed, that he which had ouercome al! 
mankind, ſhould be overcome by Chriſt: 
ſo he hath appointed this combat by 
temptations to all men: the place where 
itistried, is the world as a theator : the 


perſons as ſouldiers tried, are Chriſtians: 


the perſon tempting, is Satan our aduer- 
farie: the beholders are menand Angels: 
the Iudge or yinpire is the Lord bimſelf, 
ſo that the iſſue ſhall be good. And ther- 
fore when we be tempted, we muſt not. 
thinke it ſirange: but rather as Tam, 1. 2. 
accompt it exceeding toy when we are temp= 
ted for the triall of our faith and obedi- 
ence. Andalfo ſeing they come by Gods 
appointment,it ſhould moue ys all ts in- 
dure them patiently, ſeciug they cannot 
be auoyded. 

| Seeing Chriſt was led to be tempted: 
hence we learne, that no man muſt wit- 
tingly,ofhis owne head,caft himſclfinto 


- places of daunger:for Chriſt went not in- 


to the place of temptationtill he was led 
by the Spirit of God. And ſo indeed if a 
man find himſelfe moued by ſome cxtra- 
ordinarie motion and inſtin& of the ſpi- 
cit, he may offer himſclfe ynto daunger. 


i ws 


So 


anſwered by Chriſt. It 


So Paule went borindin the ſpirit to Ternſa- Al.20.23» | 


lems. that is , he did willingly follow the 

motion of Gods ſpirit, which inforced 
himto goto Icruſalem: And ſo many of 
the Martyrs though they might haue fled, 
yet being moued by the inward motion 
ofthe holy Ghoſt, didſtand to the truth, 

abide the daunger, and endured the fire. 

But otherwiſe no man is witting]y to caſt 

himſelfe into danger; yer ifthe Lord ſend 

any daunger ynto a man inthe perfor- 
mance of his calling and vocation, wal- 
king according to Gods word, he is pati- 
ently to indure 1t, and may not ſceke to 

auoide the ſame. 


Here may be demaunded, whether a Oveſtion. 


man may with good conſcience and 
ſafely,abide in ſuch places, where it is cer- 
tainely knowne that euill ſpirits do haunt 
and yſeto be? 


Alchough ſome be ſo venturous and Anſwer. 


bold that they feare nothing , yetit is no 
wiſedome, neither is it lawfull for men to 
frequent and abide inthoſe places, but 
rather to ſhunne them, feeing the Loxd 
hath delivered them vp into the power 
ofthe diuell, And therefore ſuch men as 
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I2 Satans Sophiſtrie 
frequentſuch places knowne to be poſ- 
ſeſſed, do wilfully tempt God, and caft 
themſelues into needlefle danger, vnlefle 
they haue extraordinary warrantfro God, 

This may ſerue to reproue thoſe men 
who ſay they care not into what compa- 
nie they come, for they perſwade them- 
ſelues that no companie can hurt them : 
but let ſuch men beware; for how can it 
be but they ſhall be infeted with the 
{innes of thoſe whoſe companie they v- 
ſually do haunt and viſe? He that walketh 
with the wiſe, ſpall be wiſe: but a companion 
of fooles ſhall be like unto them. He that 
toncheth pitch, ſhall be defiled: and gf ſmmers 


z q. . , 
I f-//0- tntice thee, yeeld not unto them, 


| 
| 
+ 


Againe, here we ſee that ſo long as 
Chriſt lived a priuate life at home with 
his father in his trade, all this while the 
diuel lets him alone;neither hath he theſe 
gifts ofthe holy Ghoſt: but after he was 
once in(talled to the office of a Media- 
tor,preſcntly the diuel ſets ypon him:and 
when he mult now be another kind of 
man inteaching the people of God,he is 
led now by the Spirit of God, and furni- 
ſhed for this high and excellent calling. 

Y Hence 


anſwered by Chriſt. I3 

Hence then we mult learne,that when 
we are appointed of Godto any ſpeciall 
office , either in Church or Common- 
weale, we muſt then become new men 
fic forthoſe places, and carie our ſelues 
ſutable toour callings , Thus when Saul 
was annointed to be Kino, he became an 


53 
other man; thus when Daxid became of 


aſhepheard a King , he behaned himſelfe 
as a King ; thus the Apoitles at the firſt 
were peorc ignorant fiſher-men, but be- 
ing called to be Apoſtles, they left their 
old trade and became new men, euen 
meſſengers of Chritt ro preach the Goſ- 
pell toall nations. 


This confutes thoſe which pleade ex- pe. 


traordinary callings, as thoſe men who 
call themſelues Elias, lohn Baprift, &c, 
for if theſe were ſuch men, and had ſuch 
extraordinary callings,they ſhould be en- 
dued with extraordinarie gifts fit for their 
calling; but they are not, nay we ſee they 
be but ordinary men. 

Againe, by nature we be all borne the 
children or wrath and enemies to God, 
but by grace are called to be Chriſtians: 
now then it behoueth ys all to become 
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14 Satans Sophiftrie 
new men, to leade new liues fitting and 
ſutable to our holy calling , giuing our 
ſelues wholy to the ſeruice and worſhip 
of God. Now if we aske how Chritt 
was furniſhed with theſe gifts: I anſwer 
out of $. Lyke, that he was filled with the 
holy Ghott, chap.4.verſ. r. If any further 
obie& that if he were ſo filled after his 
bapriſe, then he was not filled before : 
I anfixer againe, that as in his infancic he 
had a meaſure of gifts fi: for that age; (© 
from time to time he increaſedin grace, 
and after his baptiſme had a greater ap- 
pearance and meaſure of gifts then be- 
fore his calling to preach, 

It followeth, Into the wilderneſſe, Here 
is the third cirumſtance,namcly the place 
intothe wildernes or deſert place: which 
place Chriſt did of purpoſe chooſe to be 
tempted in. There be diuers opmions 
concerning this place,ſome think itto be 
4 litle wildernefle betwix: Teruſalem and 
Jericho; others iudge itto be the deſert 
of Arabia,where E/z: faſted fortie daycs 
and fortie nights, and where the children 
of Iſrael wandred fortie yeares. But ſec- 


ang the holy Ghoſt doth not ſhew whar 


 wilderneſſe 
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his gochead,that fo the diuel ſeeing him 


anſwered by Chrift. I5 
wilderneſffe it was, we are not curioully 
to inquire afterit, but onely know it was 
2a deſert and folitarie place, 

Let vs rather ſceke the reaſons where- Reaſanswhy | 
fore he was tempted in the wildernefle: Pi gs 
7,becauſe Chriſt comming intothe world ,,j14;yxes. 
to be our Mediator, tooke vpon him the 1.Keaſon, 
baſe ettate of a ſeruant , and came in hu- 
miliation : therefore when he was now 
baptifed , he would not goto Ieruſalem 
to publiſh his honour , but he went into 
the deſett,a ſolitarie wilderneſle, 

Apaine, he went into the wilderneſſe, ,, 
that he might not onely the more eafily 
encounter, but more victoriouſly ouer- 
come his enemie the diuell: for if Satan 
had feene himin his glorie , he durſt not 
fo fiercely and ſo cagerly haueſet vpon 
him;and therefore doth as the nſherman, 
who hides the hooke, and ſhewes onely 
the baite : ſo Chriſt he ſhewcs his man- 
hood,but couers as it were with a mantle 


inthe baſe eſtate of humiliation , might 

be the more fierce in his temprations,and 

he might get a more glorious viQorie, 
Another reaſon why Chriſt was tem- z 
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ptedin the wilderneſle, was this, that he 
might giue the diuell the aduantage of 
the place, and ſo ouercomming , mighe 
give him the greater foyle: for in the wil- 


_ derneſle we want the ſocietie and fellow- 


ſhip ofmento comfort ys, and ſuch pla- 
ces be noted as ſolitary and yoid of com- 
fort, and ſuch ſatan will chuſe eſpecially: 


Eccle4.9.10 for when a man is alone and ſolitarie, it is 


that which is fitteſt for the duels pur- 
pole; for when the woman was alone, 
how ſoone had the diuell ouercome her ? 
And therefore our ſauiour Chriſt in going 
into the wildernes graunts the diue]l thar 
he moſt defired, to hauc him alone by 
himſelfe. 

Fourthly, Chriſt would be tempted in 
the wilderneſſe, where was none to help 
him norto aſſiſt him , becauſe the whole 
praiſe of the viftory belonged to himſelf 
alone. H 

Laſtly,Chriſt went into the wilderncs, 
that ſo after he might returne againe with 
greater authority and reuerence topreach 
the Goſpell : for we know that when one 


hath lived with vs and departs for a ſea- 


ſon, and after returnes againe, we do.re- 
celue 


_ 's as. —- s £2 LS A , = 
; 4 IE, 


oy aaa a OE OO IR 


a | LC _ Sat? 


CO A erRo—Wy— a 
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ceiue him with greater reuerence, and 
make more account of him. 


From this praRiſe of Chriſt his going ;,,jup pes 
into the wilderneſſe , the Papilts gather piſheremits 
that men may lue monaſticall lives , in «nd Montes! 


cloiſters, woods,dens, cels, &c, fromthe 
ſocietie and companie of men; bur this 


their collection is butfond, as may ap- 
peare by theſe reaſons:fiiſt, Chriſt did this 


by the ſpeciall motion and direion of 
Gods ſpirit: they go into their cels with-- 


out any warrant from God. Secondly, he 
went bur once for a certaine time: they 
continue alwayes there . Thirdly, Chrift 
during his abode inthe wilderneſle,faſted 
and abftained from all ſuſtenance ; but 
thoſe amongſt the Papiſts that line mo- 
naſticall and folitarie liues,enioy all their 
pleaſure and delights in eating and drin- 
king.And therefore though ſolitarines at 
ſometimes is commendablc, to fit ys for 
meditation, prayer,repentance,&c,yetto 
live continually without the companie 
and ſocietie of men , is neither commens- 
dable nor warrantable, 


Tobe temnted of the dinel:JHere is the 4.Circum.. 1 
end wherfore Chriſt yas led of the Spirit ſtance. 
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Tenptation. into the wildernes, namely, to be temp- 


ted of the diuel], | 
Nove this aCtion, to rempt , is aſcribed 


to God, roman, and to the Giuell. The 


Lordis faid to tempt, when he prooues 
and makes triall of his children, ro make 
manite{t whar hiddcn thing is in their 
hearts, Gez.,32.1, Abrakamwas tempted 
by God,when he offered his fonne. 

Secondly, man is ſaid to tempt God, 
vaen as he ſhall by vnlawfull mcanes try 
the prouidence, power, mercy and iultice 
of God. 

Thirdly, the diuell is ſaid to tempr, 
when as he allures by ſome ſuggeſtion 
inwardiy , or by ſome o!:ie& outwardly; 
and in this third ſenſe it is vnderſtood 
here,thattne dive]: did rempr Chriſt,that 
is, ſoughttoailure him by ſome meanes 
to finne, And though Crift could haue 
confounded Satan by a worde of his 
month, yec norwithſtanding he did wil- 
livgly permit aad ſuffer him to tempt 
him, becauſe now he ſtood inour ſtead: 
and this was a part of his ſufferanceto 
be raus tempredof the diuell. 

Bur how could Chrilt be tempted, 
ſecing 
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ſzeing he was moſt holy, cuen as he was 


man? Af. For all that he might be temp- Asſwer. 


red, as our firſt parents were before they 
had finned. 

The diucil tempts men cither by con- 
reying into their minds ſome ſecret fug- 
ecttion,or el{c moucs them by ſoine out- 
ward obiect, that he, may put into them 
ſome conceipt of tnat ſinne which hee 
would haue them commit: as ynto /-ans, 
the diuell caſt this vile thought intothis. | 
heart, «ds betray thy mailter, /ehz 1 :. 
27. So here the divell ſtggeſts vntothe 
mind of Chriſt theſc motions , to mouc 
him to ynbelecfe, idolatrie,and couctouſ- 
neſle. But here is the difference: firſt, that 
Chriſt his moſt holy heart withflands all 
Satans temprations. Againe,as theſe wic- 
ked motions difquict and trouble mens 
mindes, and bring molcſtations vpon 
themyſo it befell our ſauiour Chriſt, for he 
was moued with theſe temptations, bur 
yet withoutall ſinne, Thirdly, men when 
they are temptcd, though they do not al- 
together receiue and approoue of the 
temptations, yet they be tainted with 


them: but yer Chriſt was neuerſo much 
C2 


20 Satans Sophiftrie 
as any whittainted,nor his holy heart did 
cuer approue of them in any ſort, bur 
conſtantly repelled them. As it aman caſt 
a match into tinder, itwill catch fire and 
burne; but caſt it into water,it wil quench 
it:ſo temptations comming into our harts 
which be like to tinder,we are cafily tain- 
ted with them,though we do notaltoge- 
ther eatertaine them : but the moſt holy 
heart of Chriſt was as water to quench 
them at the farlt. 

The quwell tempts men with ſundrie 
blaſphemous , horrible, and vncleane 
thoughts . Now that we may diſcerne 
them, and keepe our ſelues from deſpaire 
when we find them in vs, we mult know 
that inthe nund there be many cogitati- 
ons which ariſe of thefleſh,and fromour 
owne corrupt hearts, and theſe be finne, 
Beſides theſe there be other cogitations 
conuecyed and ſuggeſted vnto vs by the 
diuel,and theſe be the diuels temptations, 
but no ſinnes tovs, ynlefſc we entertaine 
them, receiue and approue of them: they 
be indeed our crofles, but Satans ſinnes: 
for Chriſt was tempted by the diuell, but 
withſtanding and repelling his temptati- 
ONS, 
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ons,and not giuing the leaſt approbation 
of them, he was free from finne, and re- 
mained holy afterhe was thus tempted. 

The cauſes wherefore Chriſt was tem- Reaſons 
pted, are theſe: why Chriſt 

Firlt, becauſe he was to yanquiſh the 2% #em- * 
Diuell in his owne kind, and at his owne a 
weaporzand as the firſt efdam was ouer- = : 
come by his temptations, ſo now the ſe- 
cond Adam Chriſt Teſus might yanquiſh 
him inthe middeſt of all his moft fierce 
temptations. 

Secondly, he was tempted, that by his 2 Reſav,. | 
example he might teach vs how to reſiſt 
temptations, as alſo to ſhew what temp- 
cations are, and the power of them. And 
therefore that common opinion; that if 
any be gricuoully tempted, men thinke 
they be notorious finners, and hauing 
forſaken God, he now hath forſaken the: 
itis 2 falſe and erronious opinion: for 
here we ſee, that the mdſt holy Sonne of 
God himſelfe was tempted. | 

Againe, ſeeing Chrift the head was 3, Reaſons | 
tempted, nornember of Chrift muſt look 
to be free from temptation, but we muſt 


euen make account to be tempted. 
C3 
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"| 4.Rcaſow. Laſtly, our Saujour Chriſt was temp- 
ted, that ſo feeling the waight and daun- 
} 
| 
| 


ger of temptations, he might be a merci- 
tull high Prieſtro helpe vs in our tempta- 


li! 274. 2. x8, tions: as the Apoſtle doth witneſle, 
11 The next pointto be noted, is the caiiſc 
Wl and author of his temptation: He ws 


i rempicd of the ainel, This name Diuel,fig- 


if nifieth a cauiller, aſlandercr, a priuic ac- 
Wit cuſer: forhe accuſcth God toman , as he 


| Gea-3.S, didto Eme,Gen. 3.5. : Hath God (aid in- 
God loues you not: for whenye cate of 
the tree, God knowes ye ſhall be like vn- 
to God. 
Secondly, the D:ue!l accuſeth man to 
God, and is therefore called the Accuſer 


Wl; deed ve ſhall aje ? Nay, butit is, bcecauſc 
i j 


\ (WS of tne brethren; one which ccafſeth not 


to put vp bils of accuſation againlt vs,and 
to accuſe ys ynto God, as he dealt with 
Tob. 

Thiraly, the Diuell accuſeth one man 
to 2nother, by raifing ſuſpitions and bad 
ſurmiſes, andy backbiting ane another. 
And ſeeing the holy Ghoſt cals Satan an 
accuſer, let vs all beware of accuſin & Our 
brethuen, offlaundcring and backbiting. 

For 
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For ſuch men become like vnto the Di- 
uell. Againe, itmuſt admoniſh all men to 
beware, thatthey do not by any accuſa- 
tions or flaunders ſeeke ro draw men firs 
imbracing ofthe Goſpell:for they which 
take this courſe make theinſelues Niuels 
incarnate.Of this ſort was Elymas the for- 
cerer, A#,13. 10, whome Paulethcretore 
cals the child of the Diuell, 

Andtkus much ofthe firlt part of the 
preparation. Now followeta the ſecond Theſtrord 
part, v2, the abode of Chriſt inthe wil- part of 
dernefſe:which is ſer out by three circume © tis pre 
ſtances. Firſt, by his faſting fortie dayes & ——_ bo 
fortie nigats. Secondly , by his company , J 
there, namely, the wild beaſtes, Afrb, 
I.12,Laftly, by thoſe temptations wher- 
with the Diuell did cncounter bim with- 
in the ſpace of thoſe fortie dayes, Lak. 
4. 2. though the particulars be not let 
downe by the Euangcliſts, 

The firſt point, is Chritts faltiog inthe 
wildernefle the ſpace of fortie dayes. 

There be three ſorts of faitings, Firſt, ,,,,, ,:.4 
a daily faſt, which ts nothing elſe but the gf figs, + 
vertue offobrietie, or a moderate viing of 
the creatures of God with abſtinence: 
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and this kind of faſting all men muſt yſc 
continually, and we mult take heed of rhe 
abuſe of Gods creatures by ſurfetting 
and drunkennefle.R om.1 2.12. 

3 The ſecond kind of faſting is a religious 
faſt, when we abſlaine from meate and 
drinke for a certaine time, that we may 

" be more fit for the exerciſes of repen- 

jt | tance, prayer and duties of religion. And 

| l. 1ud.20: 26, this kind of faſting, the Iewes vied fome- 

ill! x2eſt,q.16. times for one meale , ſometimes for two 

"18 orthree, ſometimes for many, as 1. Saw, 
31, 13.they faſted ſeuendaies, 

: The thirdis a miraculous fatt, when 

\\ any one ſhall faſt many daies , and that 

Ws beyond the courſc ofnature. Thus WHo- 

Ml: Exod.34-28 ſes faſted fortie daies and fortie nights in 

Wh the mountaine, and ſo faſted Elias. Now 

there is no manable to faſt ſo long by the 

ſtrength of nature . Indeed Paxle did fat 
three daies after his conuerſion; and thoſe 
which were with Pax in the ſhip in that 
daungerous voyage, eZ. 27. 33 are ſaid 
to haue faſted fourteene dayes, which 
though ſome thinke is not meant of ab- 
ſtaining from all ſuſtenance, but that they 
dideate very litle; yet the words are _ 

at 
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that they did cate nothing for the ſpace 
of fourteene dayes. Andthough it berrue 
that Phiſitions affirme : that a man may 
live ſeuentecne dayes without meate , yet 
he cannot endure longer, as twentie or 
thirtie dayzs . Now our Sauiour Chriſt 
faſted fortie daies and fortic nights, and 
for all this his complexion was not chan- 
oed, nor the ſtrength of his bodie weake- 
ned; nay he was not hungrie till the end: 
though men cannot faſt a ſhort time, bur 
it wil weaken them and make them hun- 
gry, which doth proue this faſt of Chriſt 
was miraculous. 

Now there be ſome reaſons why Chrilt Reaſonrwhy! 
faſted ſo long and no longer , Firſt, that Chriſt [aſies 
when he came topreachthe Goſpell, he ſo long, © 
might come with more authoritie and 
reuerence:as when oſes had faſted forty 
dayes, and brought the two tables , the 
people recctued him with greater reuc- 
rence. So likeywiſe Ez when he wasto ,, King,” ; 
reſtore religion, he faſted fortie dayes and r9.8. + 
fortie nights. 

Secondly , he faſted fo long, that he 


might anſwer vnto the time that Moſes 
and Ela faſted. | 


26 Satans Sophiſtrie 
Thirdly , he faſted no longer, felt 
any man ſhould cail into queſtion his hu- 
manitie, whether he was true man yea or 
no, ifhe had faſted threeſcore or an hun- 
| dred daycs. 
i ob exinſt po- From this miraculous faſt of Chriſt, 
| | po aft in the Papiſts fondly gather their ſuperſtiti- 
Wil " Lent. ous falt in Lent; being but an apiſh imie 
i440 tation of Chriſt: and in truth their faſting 
Mit is no faſt, but a plaine mock-faſt , ſeeing 
11" they cate as liberaily, and fare as daintily 
0 then, as at any other time of the yeare: 
whereas Chriſt abſtained from all yſe of 
meate and drinke. 

Secondly, Chriſt was moued thereun- 
to,by the inſtin of Gods holy {piru;they 
haue no word to warrant them. 

Thirdly, Chriſt did thus falt but once 
in all his life: but, their faſt is continual, 
eueryyeare, and therefore theſe on 

roue, that their collection is friuolous, 

The ſecond ſpeciall point to be mar- 
ked in the abode of our Szutour Chriſt in 
the wilderncſle, is his conuerſing with the 
wild beasts, Hark: 13. 

| Some ſay the cauſe of his conuerfing 
among the wild beaſts, was , that they 
mig | 
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might do himthat homage which is due p,;p, cpyjft* 
rothe Creator : but this opinion hath was with + 
no warrant out of the word of God, and wildveaſts, 


title truth in it: for though it be truc that 
Icſus Chriſt1s worthie oi all homage, yer 
hecamenot to this cad into the world, 
but rather to take on kim the ſhape of a 
{cruant, 

But the true cauſe is this: wheras there 
be two kinds of wildernefſes:one, which 
was inhabited , and where 7oha Baprilt 
did baptize and preach: and anothernot 
inhabited , where lined all kinds of wild 
beaſts, as Lions, Tygers,Bears,&c.Chriſt 


made choice of that which was without 


the ſocictic of men, wherein were onely 
the wild beaſts to bearchim companie, 
thatſoin this great combat againſt the 
Diuell, he might ſhexy he had no aide nor 
comfortofany man;but that he overcame 
by his owne power, and thercfore all the 
honourand praiſe ofthe viRtoric belon- 
gedto Chriſt Icſus alone. 

And befidesin the perſon of Chriſt 


we may behold the eſtate of Gods church 


here vponearth, that ſhe liues here with 
wicked men, which be no better then 
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. wild beaſts, as E/ay 11.6,doth teſtifie, - 
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The third circumſtance whereby the 
abode of Chriſt inthe wilderneſle is de(- 
cribed, be thoſe temprations which befel 
him within the compaſſe of the fortic 
daics: for before the three great conflicts 
Luk. 4-2.there is mention made of other 
temptations, which though they be not 
ſpecified, yer itis very likely that the Di- 
uell did ſer ypon Chiiſt by ſundrie, ſmall, 
lighe and weaker temptations, thereby 
making an entrance to his fiercer and 
ſtronger temptacions . For it is the diuels 
manner to go on, and to proceed by de- 
ogrees in his temptations. Asfirſt he caſt 
into Cazzes mind an angry thought a- 
gainſt his brother Abel: after he had pre- 
uailed, and Caine had conceiued diſplea- 
ſure againſt his brother, then he proceeds 
to tewpthim to murther: and there he 

did notfiay tili he had brought him to vt- 
terdeſpaire, So he dealt with das, firſt 
he purinto /#dz-mind this thought : 1x 
das betray thy maiſter; which though Js; 
as did not receiue atthe fuſt, yet it 2 

lets it take place, and then the diuell pr6= 
ceedes by degrees with him , till he had 
brought 
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brought him to his purpoſe. And it is the 
divels ſuhciltic, firſt ro gerif it be butata- 
Jantin, then he will thruſt in his foot, yea 
| his head, and wind in his whole bodie. 


Out of this ſubtile dealing of the diuel, pp, 


that he begins with lefſer temptations, 
and proceeds by degrees, it muſt teach ys 
to be wiſe and to labor, that we may ſtop 
the firſt motions and inclinations to fin, 
to reſiſt the very beginnings to euill, For 
if Satan prevaile inthem, he will proceed 
to more forcible temptations, 


The fourth and laſt point in the abode 4. Cireume * 
of Chriſt in the wildernefle, is in theſe ſtazce. 


words: He was afterward an hunorie: that 
is, when he had by the divine power and 
vertue of his Godhead faſted fortie daies 
and fortie nights, he was atthe laft hun- 
grie. And this Chriſt did for our fakes:for 
though he was the Sonne of Gec, yetfor 
our good he was content to take our na- 
ture ypon him, and became true man 
like vnto vs in all things excepting fſinne, 
and had not onely the will, mind, affe- 
Ctions and conſcience of man, but alſo 
tooke ypon him the infirmitics ofhu- 
mane nature, fo farre foorth as they be 


Wt 7.3. 
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bY combat. 
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without ſinne: and therefore he was ſub- 
1ectto hunger and-rhi;{t,&c, 


j 7Phy chriſt The cauſes whertore our ſav'or C hriſt 
was bingry. was hungrie,are theſe: firſt,that he might 


ſhew himſelfe to be true may,and thathe 
had the infrmitics of humane nature:and 
ſo we ſec he would ftop the mouthes of 
ſu: h as thould lay,it w:5 a {inal matter for 
him to faſt fo long being the i _ of God. 
Bur leaſt we ſhould doubt. of his man- 
hood, hei1s here as we ſce tour = with 
hunger, a true infirmicic of mans na- 
AE 

Secondly, he was thus hungrie , that 
by 1 tis meanes he might alt: vnro the 
diucll an obie® to wo; ke on, andgivc 


him occaſion to be more fierce in his aſe | 


faults, 

Then came to him the temper ” and [cyd, 
Here begins the iii conbar | Letweeue 
the diuell and Chritt, and in irwe arero 
conſider three cſpeciall points : Firlt, the 
diueis preparation : Then came to himthe 
Temper, and ſaid. 

Secondly, the temptation it ſelfe, in 
theſe words: 1f thor be the Sonne of Ged, 
eommnna that theſe ſfones be made tread; 


Thirdly, 
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' Thirdly, the anſwer and repulſe of 6 
Chriſt, ver,q, 

In the prepararation note, firſt the au- 
thor,the Tempter:(econdly the time,zhemn: 
thirdly, the occaſion of this temptation, 
namely,che h:wger of Chriſt:fourthly,rthe 
diucls comming ynto Chriſt, 

The author is here intituled, the Temp- gray why a 
zero 1, Theſſ. 3.5. and the cauſe why he Temprer. 
is {o called, 1s, becaulc it 1s his deſire, his 
ſtudic and continuall practiſe to tempt 
men, andto ſccke as much as he can,to 
draw the:n from God to his kingdome: 
and to this purpoſe he ſpares no paines 
night and Gay, aſſaulting and tempting 
mento bring tzem to deſtruction. He 
goeth abour as a roring Lion, ſceking x1,Per.g.8. * 
whom he may deuoure, 

Well then. ſecing we knowitis the di- peg .r, 
uels ſtudy night and day to tempt vs, it 
{ſhould reach ys aii,as we love our ſoules, 
to watch and pray continually, leaftwe 
beled into temptations, and ſo be oucr- 
come of Satan. 

Ir is our dutie to {e:keto be as ynlike -. . 
the diuell as poſſibly we can, becauſe he y 
1s the parerne of all evill: now we ſee itis 
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the diuels ſtudy to hinder men from the 
kingdom of heauen, and ſo to bring them 
to hell. Then onthe contrary,ſeeing hela- 
bours to draw men from ſeruing of God, 
we ſhould quicken vp our ſclues in the 
ſeruice and worſhip of God, and to be 
more carefu:l to ſeeke the kingdome of 
God our ſclues,and to draw others to the 
ſame. | 
We mult beware,that we be no means 
to draw any from embracing of true reli- 
gion , andfrom the ſ:ruice and worthip 
of God;for if we do,we become euen dt:- 
vels incarnate. When Chriſt went vp to 
Terufalem to performe the worke ofmans 
redemption,Peter he begins to difſwade 
jo  himfromit, and bids hm tauour himſelf: 
[if 24.2.16.23- but Chriſt turnes him backe, and faith, 
o Get the behind me Satan. 
Sy 2. The ſecondthing is the time when 
WI PP hen $4- | 
Wl cam aſſaults the diuell ſets vpon Chriſt, T hen, namely 
Wt cbr, when he perceiued Chrilt moſt weake, 
i and as he thought,not able to reſiſt him. 
Herein appeares the policy of fatan,when 
| he ſces Chriſt molt weake,the diucl takes 
, occaſion to lay his ſtrongeſt aſlaults , Sa 
ghen in the example of Chriſt we may 
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ſee the exceeding policic of the diuell in 
rempting of men , namely , he makes 
choile of the firre(t time to broach his 
temptations; for he marketh and prieth 
into men and women, and when he finds 
vs moſt weake and moſt ynable to reſiit 
him, then is he the mcſt Rrong in temp- 
ting vs: eſpecially at the houte of death, 
inthe time of afflictions, he bends the 


torce of his temptations againſt vs, 


Oh then, how ſhould this admonitſh vs ie 


all to prepace our felues againſt the day 
of aAiSion, and the pangs of dcath; to 
be Redfalt in the faith, to make our cal- 
ling andeleQion ſure that ſo we may ne- 
uer finally fall away; and to intreate the 
Lord, that then when we ſecme to be 
moſt weake , he would ayde and fireng= 
then vs by his holy ſpirit, co reſiſt Satans 
aſſaults. | 


Therthird point inthe divels prepara- Th: occafoon 
. tion, is the occaſion whereby the diuell of Satans 
was efpecialiy mooued to tempt Chriſt, aſſault, 


which was his hunger. Such was Satans 

malice againſt the Lord leſus, that when 

he could find no finne in him, then he 

takes aduantage of Chriſts infirmitie, and 
| D 
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ſecing him now hungry, begins to tempt 
him to valawfull meanes to ſatiſhe his 
hunger. 

Now then, ſceivg the diuell takes oc- 
caſion to rempt Chriſt, euen fromthe in- 
firmitic of his humane nature, as he was 
man : hence welearne whence the diuell 
hath the ground of all his temptations, 
namely from our {clues , and from our 
owne nature, and we our {clues affoord 
him the matter of his temptations ; he 
brings the fire and bloweeth it, but we 
affoord him the fewell to ſer it aworke, 
The diuell obſerues the nature of men, 
rheir diſpoſitions, inclinations and beha- 
uiours , and continually pries into their 
dealings, and like vnto a prudent cap- 
taine, who beſicging a citie,marks where 
it is moſt weake and of leaſt reſiftance, 

and there he bends all his forces, and pla- 
ccth his greateſt ordinance. Euen ſo the 


diuell watcheth vs and our behauiours, 


to obſcrue ynto what ſfinnewe be moſt 

addicted, and by nature moſt inclincd, 
y 

and then he followes our humour, and 


icedes vs in our owne vaine, As if a man 
ve 1tmpatient of pouettie,he wilegge him 
| to 
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to ſtealing,and to vnlawful ſhifts ro helpe 
himſelfe: if a man be couetous, he will 
helpeto pricke him forward that way, 
that he may by hooke or crodke enrich 
himſelfe:and fo in other fins according as 


he finds men affe&ted, he will fithis remp=- 
; | By nd 


rations, C 

Nay, the diuell is fo skilfull by the ex- 
perience of ſo many hiidred years, that he 
will be prying into mens complexions, 
and the yery conſtitutionsof their bodies; 
and finding what humour doth moſt a- 
bound, he can giue a ſhrewd gueſle, to 
what finne a man is inclined, As if he 
perceiue a man to be of a cholericke co- 
plexion, then the diuell will ſtirre him vp 
to quarrelling, fighting and killng. Ifhe 
find a mans complexion to be ſanguine, 
then he ſeekes to allure him to be deligh- 
ted with vaine and vngodly mirth, and 
wantonneſle, or at the leaſt with immo- 
derate mirth. If a man beſubieR to me- 
lancholy, then he will feare a man with 
heauie and dumpiſh thoughts, and great 
feares and cares in hisatnind; Andrhus he 


dealt with the pooxetnan that was luna- Met.17.15.”. 
ticke: for the diut 


tooke occaſion by the 
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courſe of the Moone,and the humour of 
his bod:e, to meiwe him to caſt himſclfe. 
into the fire and into the water, Andina 


' word, looke how many infirmities and 


weakeneſſez we haue, we do as it were 
gue the diuell ſo many darts to wound 
vs withall: for we giue him the matter of 
all his temptations}, and he takes aduan- 
tage of our weakenefle and infirmities. 

I his being Satans cunning and his 
dealing, it mult warne cuery man to 
ſearch his owne heart, to find out what 
be his ſ{peciall infirmiries and corrupri- 
ons,to which keis moſt prone by nature : 
and when we know them , we mult la- 
bour againft them,to repreſſe and ſubdue 
them; otherwiſe they will be fo many 
darts and weapons which Satan will turn 
ag2inſt our owne ſclues,t hurt & wound 
vs: and thertore it muſt be our wilſedome 
to weaken rhele infirmities. and to labor 
by all good meanes to prevent the diuell 
in theſe his temprations. 

The fourth pointin the preparation of 
tie diueilynto his temprations, is his co- 
ming voto Chriſt. And by this, that it is 
ſaid, the tempter came vnto him, it ap fone 

at 
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that he came in ſome viſible forme : as he 
did come to Exe in the ſhape of a Ser- 
pent, ſoit is very likely he came in ſome 
bodily ſhape ro our Sauior Chriſt, ſceing 
itis ſaid here, tharhe came and ſpake yn- 
to him. 

If thou be the Some of God, ec. ] The 
Diuell hauing made this ſolemne prepa- 
ration,and hauing made choice of the fit- 
telt place andrime, and taken aduantage 
of the infirmitie of our Sautour Chrut: 
now he ſets vpon him, and encounters 
Chriſt with his firſt tempration, Wherin 
the cunning Diuell diſputes like a ſubtill 
ſophiſter, and diſputes very ſyllog'(tical- 
ly ; and his ſyilogilme may be framed 
thus: If tnou be the Sonne of God, then 
thou canſt commaund that theſe ftones 
be made bread; but thou canſt not make 
theſe ſtones bread, therefore thou art not 
che Sonne of God. 

The maine ſcope ofthe Diuels diſpu- 
eatio in this his firſt temptation was this, 
to bring Chriſt ro diſtrutt of his Fathers 
providence, to oucrturne the faith of 
Chriſt, thatis, that gifrin Chriſt, where- 
by he as he was man did beleeue in God 
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his Father and depend vpon him. 
Andinthis dealing of the Diuell with 
Chriſt, we may behold what is the maine 
and principall end of all Satans temprati- 
ons in the children of God.wz. he labors 
to bring vs if itbe poſſible, to this,to make 
ſhipwracke of faith, whereby we belecuec 
the word of God to be true: and thus he 
dealt with Eze, Ge. 3. he did labour to 
bring herto call Gods word into queltis, 
and fo to deny credence to it, And thus 
he deales with all men , ſecking to keepe 
them in ignorance and blindneſfe, or elſe 
in errors and wickednefſle,that they may 
not belecue the truth of Gods word, and 
{o performe obedience toit. 

The ſpeciall part ofthe word of God 
which the Diuell aymed at, and which he 
Jaboured to bring Chriſt to deny credit 
to, is that voice of God the Father com- 

| Mat.3.17. ming from heauen:Thz i my beloned Sor 
| inwhom Tamwell pleaſed. 
 Andherelet vs ſee the praQtiſe of Sa- 
tan againſt all rhe faithful childre of God; 
namely , as he dealt with our Sauiour 
Chriſt, to perſwade him ifhe could, that 
he was nattie Sonne of God: ſo he la- 
bours 
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bours to perſwade Gods children, thar 

they arenotthe ſonnes and daughters of 

God: helabours to make men doubt of 

their adoption. 

Andtherefore ſccing the Diuell aimes 

at this one thing eſpecially, ro ouerturne 

our faith in Gods promiſes, it ſhould ſtir 

ys all vpto an earneſt care to make our 

calling and election lure, euen to hauc it 2. ?{.1.10 
ſcaled vp by comfortable affurance to our 

ſoules: and this will be a moſt ſweer com- 

fort ynto vs intime of affliction, if we can 

find this bleſſed and ſetled perſwalion, 
thatwearethe ſonnes and daughters of 

God. And the diuell he cares not what 

men profeſſe, no though they haue all the 

common gifts of Gods ſpirit, to heare the 

word, to ynderſtand, to giuc aflent vnto 

it,ſo thatthey want this bleſſed aſſurance 
of Gods ſpeciall loue in Chrilt. 

Againe, inthis firlt temptation the di- 2- 

uell remprs Chriſt to praiſe a worke of 
vnbclecfe, For nov Chriſt wanting bread | 
the Diuelltempts himinthe abſence and ; 
want of bread, to make bread cf flones, 
and ſo by ynlawfullmeans to helpe him- 
ſelfe. And as the Diuell dealt here with 


| Owſtion. 
. Auſner. 


Gen. 3.15, 
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Chriſt, ſecking to tempt him to practiſe a 
worke of vabeleefe:fo doth he deale with 
ys, to moueinen and women in time of 
diſtreſſe, to vic bad and ynlawfull ſhifts | 
to helpe themſelues, As intime of pouer- | 
tic and want, when men ſee not ordinary ! 
meancs ſuch as they deſire, he will tempt | 
themto ſhift for themſelues, to filech and {, 
pilterfromtheir neighbours, and to get | 
bread by bad meancs. In time of ſficknes, | 
when men cannot find helpe in the law- | 
full vie of Phiſficke, then he labours to | 
draw them to ſceketo the Diuel for help, 
by ſending men to wiſe men and women | 
(as they call them,) andſoby wicked | 
meanes to ſeeke recouerie of their health, | 
If thou be the Sonne of God ] What mo- | 
ued the Diucll tro moue this queſtion vn- 
to Chriſt rather then any other? 2»/.Firſt | 
becauſe the Diuell knew right well, that | 
if Chriſt were the Sonne of Ged,then he | 
was that promiſed Meſſiah and Sauior of | 
the world; andif he were that promiſed 
Meſſiah, then he knew it was he that 
ſhould bruiſe the Serpents head , Gex. 3- 
I 5-. Now of all things the Diuell could 
not abide to heare of that, and therefore 


he . 
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he makes choice of this queſtion-before 


all other,to proue, or atleaſt to go about 
to proue, that Chriſt was not the Sonne 
of God. 

Another reaſon may be this: ſince the 
Diuell fell, and for his pride was caſt 
downe out of heauen, he bcares a dead! 
hatred apainſt the Lord God himlclfe, 
and weſhallſce that in this queſtion he 
doth notably bewray his ſpite againlt 
God: for whenas the Lord had ſpoken 
fro heauen, ſaying, T hes is my welbeloued 
Sonne inwheme [am well pleaſed , here the 
Diuell comes and contradicts the voice 
of God, nay goeth about to proue Goda 
lier, in that he would make Chriſt be- 
leeue, that he was notthe true Sonne of 
God, | 

Hence we may by this practiſe of $a- 
tan learn to diſcerne falſe teachers. There 
haue bene many both excellent andlear- 


_nedmen, which haue denicd Chriſt tobe 


the ſonne of God, as Ebeon, Cer mbin, 
and others, onely affirming that Chriſt 
was an excellent man, and a worthy Pro- 


phet. Nour ſeeing they denie Teſus Chriſt 
co be the true ſonne of God, they ſhew 


Uſes 
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themſclues to be falſe teachers, and ſuch 
as be the diuels ſchollers , for ſo ſaith the 
Apoſtle lohn, 1.1ohn4.1,2,3. 
Againe , in that the diuell ſeckes to 

erſwade Chriſt that he is not the ſonne 
of God, { though God by his ewne 
yoice from heauen had immediatly be- 
fore proclaimed him to be his ſon) hence 
we may percciue the impudent malice of 
Satan , who ſecketh in all things to con- 
tradict God himſelf, For ifthe Lord pro- 
nounce a bleſſing ypon any man, the di- 
uell he will preſently pronounce curſing 
and damnation. If God teſtifie to a mans 
ſoule that he is the child of God, rhe di- 
uell he will labour to perſwade him that 
he is not the child of God. If the Lord af- 
firme a wicked man to be out of Gods 
fauour,and no child of God;the diue! will 
labour on the contrary, to perſwade him 
that he is in good eſtate, and ſhall be ſa- 
ued, and ſofils his heart with extreame 
preſumption , & maketh him more bold 
then he ought to be. 

Commannd] that is, as if Satan ſhould = 
haue ſaid to Chriſt, Bid this , or do but 
ſpeake the word andit ſhal be done, And 
herein | 
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herein appeares the maruellous pollicie 
of Satan,who in theſe few words(the bet- 
texto bring his purpoſe to paſſe)roucheth 
three eſpeciall points of Diuinitie : Fitlt, 
that he which is the ſonne of God, is true 
God, equall to the Father , which many 
heretickes haue denied,and the Pharifies 
alſo did not graunt;for to worke a miracle 
itis the proper and-peculiar work of God 
alone, Secondly, the diuel confefſcth, that 
God is able to make al things of nothing, 
and that without all meanes, matter or 
helpers, by his almightic power. Thirdly, 
he confeſſeth thar God can effc a true 
miracle,andthat is proper to Go alone, 
neither canany creature whatſocuer work 
a miracle, 

Now when the diuell acknowledged 
all this, one would haue thought he 
ſhould haue intended no harme in theſe 
words:butthe truth is,we ſhall ſce that in 
the propounding of theſe points, his po- 
licy was to ouerthrow the faith of Chriſt; 
and he in propounding ofthe truth, doth 
it not forany loue or liking to it, butthar 
he might more eaſily deceine our Saui- 
our, to bring him to doubt whether he 
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was indeed that Sonne of God ornot. 
This mutt admoniſh vs to take heede 
that we donot alwayes giue credit tothe 
duwel,and liſten vnto him though he ſpeak 
the truth : for ſuch is Satans policie, that 
when he would ſeeme moſt to ſpeakethe 
truth,then he meaneth to dectue vs moſi; 
and by ſpeaking the truth, he ſeekes moſt 
to overthrow out faith in the ruth. But as 
our ſauiour Chriſt did ref ſe their teſti- 
Mok.1.24 monie, though the diuels ſpake the truth; 
25- and as. Paxl did not ſuffer the diuell to 
- 16.17. ſpeake in the maide, though he did ac- 
" knowledge the Apoſtles to be the ſer- 
uants of the truc God: ſo we muſt beware 
how we liſten to Satan, euen when he 
ſpeakes the truth;for he neuer ſpeakesthe 
truth becauſc he loues the truth , but that 
ſpeaking the truth he might be ſooner be- 
leeued,and more cafily deceiue ys,and do 
ys the greater harme. 
Lule4.3: That theſe ſtones] $, Luke ſaith,this fone, 
* in the ſingular number. To reconcile 
theſe two places, whereas Mathew ſpeaks 
inthe plura!l number, of many foxes, this 
we muft ynderſtand, that he ſpeakes of 
Satans temptations, as he firſt ſet vpon 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt,8 then inthe beginning ofhis tora- 
tion,he biJz Chriſt co turne al theſe ſtones 
into bread. Zeke he ſaying this one ſpea- 
king but of one, mult be ynderſ{tood asthe 
_ diuel vrged & inforced his temtation, the 
betre: ro perlwade Chriſt to yeeld vnto it: 
asif the diucll ſhould haue ſaid, It may be 
thou think(t it too much to turne all theſe 
ſtones (be'ng ſo many)into bread,do but 
turne tliis one ſtone into bread , becauſe 
] would not trouble thee ouermuch , thar 
ſo I may beleeue thou artthe ſon of God. 


By this dealing of the diuel with Chriſt, peg. 


we may learne,chat when the divell hath 
once begun his temptatis, then he wil be 
more inſtant in vrging of it, heis ye: y loth 
to haue the repulic, and therfore wil vrge 
it and follow it:but ifhe can gaine bur a li- 
tle groiid, atleaſt in ſome ſmallermarter, 
he would be content; as here to perſuade 
Chritt,though he world not turne many 
ſtones into bre:d, that he would turne but 
this r.tone into bread, And therefore we 
mult learne,that as the Ciuel is very inſtant 
to inforce & vree hizr&rations ſo we muſt 
be asinftant ro reſiſt th&,and yeeld no not 
inthe lealt matter that he tempts vs to, _ 
V.4.But he anſwerine, ſayd, Man ſnall not 
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line by bread onely , but by euery word that 
proceedeth ont of the mouth of God. 

Theſe words containe the moſt wiſe 
and heaucnly anſwer of our ſauior Chriſt, 
to the firſt tempration ofthe diuelh;and in 
this anſwer of his, note three points : firſt 
the anſwer it ſelfe , Aud Jeſs anſwering 


ſaid:Secondly,whence our ſauiour Chriſt 


took his anſ{wer,7t 25 written: Thirdly,the 
words of his anſwer, CMas ſhall not line, 
Oc. 

Firſt the Spirit of God ſets downe the 
anſwerof Chriſt,to ſhew that he was not 
onely willing to encounter tne diuell, but 
that he was moſt able to vanquiſh and 
foyle the diuell. 

Now what a ſingular comfort is this 
to CGodsChurch and children,to remcm- 
ber that our Lord and Sauiour Chriſt Te- 
ſus, was in his baſc cſtate of a feruant, whe 


- heliued here ypon earth able to encoun- 
ter with Satan, to ouercome the diuell, 


notwithſtanding al his might and malice? 
how much more is Icſus Chritt able now 
being aduanced vnto the right hand of 
God his Father in heauen, hauing all po- 


wer and maicfty,& bcing King of _ | 
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and Lord of all Lords, how much more 
able is he now to confound Satan, and to 
deſtroy all the workes of the diuell in his 
members? And this may be a great cem- 
fort vnto euery belecuer, in the midlt of 
temprations. 

It is written] Here we ſee whenee our 
Sauiour Chriſt tooke his anſwer: though 
that he could hauc confounded Satan by 
the leaſt word of his mouth, and could(if 
he had fo pleaſed)called for many legions 
of Angels from heauen to haue guarded 
him, being the true and onely Sonne of 
God: yet Chriſt makes choice of this 
weapon, /t z5writtey, And this he did to 
teach vs, thatthe moſt ſufficient weapon 
to beat backe all Satans temptations, and 
to quench all the fieric darts of the diucll, 
is the word of (3Zod written: and therfore 
Paule bids vs take vp the ſword of the 
ſpirit, which is the word of God, both to 
defend our ſclues,and alſo to put Satan to 
flight, Epheſ. 6.16. 


Hence from the cxample of Chriſt we 1.Y/Z. 


may learne ſundry inſtructions: Fitlt,ſce- 
ing thathe made choice of the word of 
God,asthe moſt ſufficient weapon to rc- 


. — 


as 
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ell Satan: it condemnes that yaine and 


vile practiſe of the Church of Rome, who- 


in ſtead of this, puts into mens hands o- 


ther weapons not woorth a ruſh , as holy 
warer, theſigne of the crotle,&c. and at- 
firmes that theſe be ſufficient weaponsto 
Skarre away the diucll, Alas, the Diuell is 


not fo childiſh totcare adroppe of water, 


orthe ſhaking ofaſtraw: bur our Sauiour 
Chriſt ſhewes what is that which is able 
as a moſt ſufficient weapon to beat backe 
all Satans remprations , which he can 
hurle againſt vs. Andtherefore wicked is 


the practiſe of the Pax-iſts, who locke vp 


the v'ord of God fromthe people, kee-- 


ping itin an vaknowne tongue, and ſo 
etray the poore ſoules of the people in- 
to the hands ofthe dinel!l, 

We ſee here the miſerable cſtate of all 
ſuch men or women , which do either 
contemne or negle& the knowledge of 


the word of God:they do wilt:1Ily berray 


themſclues into the hands of the diuell, | 


lay themſelues open as aprey vynto him: 


ſo as they having no weapon to defend 


themſclues, nor to repell Saran, thus he 
{mites them aud wounds them, yea even 


cuts .: 


4 
”y o 
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cuts the throate of their poore ſoules be- 
fore they be aware. 

We may hence gather what is the cauſe 
why ſo many fins abound in cuery place, 
namely, the vile and grofle ignorance of 
the word of God, Hof, 4.1.3. The want of 
the knowledge of the Goſpell and the 
word of God, is the yery cauſe thatſin {6 
abounds in al places:for the word of God 
{hold be vnto vs as Saxls ſpeare which he 
viedto ſet athis beds head, ſo that ifany 
enemy ſet vpo vs on the ſodain,ourweaps 
might be cuer at hand in readinefie, that 
we might anſwer the diuell in his inſiru- 
ments ifhe tempt vs to any ſinne wharſo- 
cuer:that as here Chriſt ſaid, Ur z5 written, 
ſo we mult ſay,I may not lie,ſweare,com- 
mit adultery,&c. for itis written,&c. 
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Secing Chriſt by his owne prattiſe 


teacheth ys that the word of God writ- 
ten, belecued, vnderſtood, and triily ap- 
plied, isthe moſt able and all-fufficient 


weapon to refilt the diuell : how ought. 
this to ſirre vp all men to ſcrious ftudy of 


the word of God? How ſhould it. moue 
euery man as he loues his ſoule, to 1abour 


tor a ſound knowledge andvnderſtanding 


E . 
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beſt weapon to foyle the diuell? If we 
knew that any man had vowed our death 
and ſought ourliues , how carefull would 
we be to prouide the beſt weapons we 
could ger, and alſo tolearne how to han- 
dle them and to vie them, ſo as we might 
be able to detend our ſclues when we 
meet with our enemy ? Well, we cannot 
be ignorant,that the diuell is the ſworne 
enemy of our ſoules, he lies in waite con- 
tinually ſecking our bloud:oh then ifmen 
had that care of their poore ſoules that 
they ought to haue, how prouident wold 
:r makethem, to ſtore theEſclues with this 
molt ſufficient weapon , euen the true 
knov.iedge of the word of God! and 
therefore it mult moue all of ys to heare 
the word continually, to ſtudy it, to lay it 
vp incur hearts againſt the time of need, 
to reſilt the divell when he affaulrs vs. 

| Itis Jamentable to confider,how poore 
tenorant people deceiue them ſelues; 
they footh themſelues , and ſay , they 
defie the diuell, rhey ſpit at him:but alas, 
what if two men that be enemics meete 
together, the one well appointed with 


of the holy ſcripture, ſeeing this is the 


weapons 
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weapons of death , the other hauing no- 
thing in his hand to defend himſelfe, but. 
defies his enemy ſpits at him;will this do 
him any good, will not che other wound - 
him and kill him? And fo though peore 
;gnorant people ſay they defie the diuel!, 
and ſpit at him , he will ſhew them no 
pitic, but giue them their deadly wound, 
and they {hal neuer know who hurt them 
nll itbetoolate, ; | 

2. Now follow the words of Chriſts 
anſwer: /1an ſhal not hne b 'y bread only, c. 
This aunſfwer of Chriſt is taken out of 
Demt, 8.3. where Hoſes ſhewes the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, who where now in great 
extremirie,pinched ſore with famine,and 
had nothing to cate; that the Lord fed 
them with Manna, to teach them that 
man liues not by bread only, but by euery 
word that proccedcth out of the no 
of God. 

CHMan ſhall not lice] That is, man ſhall 
not preferue his naturall or temporall life 
inthis world, I fay his naturall ortEporall 
life, foritis not meant of his ſpiritual life, 
by bread ozely, thatis, all things neceſſary 
for the naturall life of man,as mear,drink, 
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turall and ordinary meanes vied of man 
for his temporall life, is meant by bread, 
But vy exery word JHe ſaith not in gene- 
rall, by the word,bur by every word. Now 
word, hath divers acceptions inthe ſcrip- 
tuces:firſt, it is taken forthe ſecond perſon 
in the Trinitie, 7oh. 1,1. Secondly, for the 
word of God,//.40,6.but neither of theſe 
15 vnderſtood inthis place, Thirdly , the 
word is take for the decree & wilof God, 
for nis prouidence, and the good will and 
pleaſure of God:& ſo mult we vnderttand 
It in this place, where our ſauiour Chriſt 
faitiy, man ſhall live by every word,that is, 
euery dectee & blcſiing of God for the life 
ofman:{o it is taken Heb.r.z3.where Chrift 
is ſaid to beare vp al things by his mighty 
word,that is,as the Lord hath created all 
things, ſo doth he yphold and preſerue 
them by his decree and prouidence, 
Now Gods word and decree concer- 
ning thelife of man, may thus be diftin- 
gmihed, namely, that God hath decreed 


that ſome men ſhold live by bread, that iS, 


by ordinary means:ſecondly,ſome ſhould 
live without ordinary breed, that is,with- 
out 


clothing,ſleepe,phiſicke,&c. euen all nas 
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Chriſt is applied to the diuels temptation, 
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out all ordinary meanes: thirdy,that ſome 
ſhould live without any meanes at all, ci- 
ther ordinary or cxtraordinary, as Zofer, 
Eliah, our Saviour Chrllt, in their fortic 
dayes faſt: fourthly,that ſome ſhould live 
againſt means,and contrary to the courſe 
of nature,as Darzel inthe Licns den,and 
the three children in the fterie furnace, 

Which proceedeth out of the month of Goa: 
That is,by euery decree of God, by euery 
bleſſing and decree that God giues out 
concerning thelife ofman,So hen we lee 
the meaning of the words. 

If any ſay, It ſeemes we mult liue onely 04;:4;08. 
by the word of God, and without meate | 
or drinke, euen by the ſcriptures and the 
written word: I anſwer, No, but we muſt Az/wer, 
live and preſerue our lives by cuery word, 
thatis, euery decree that God giues out 
to preſerve the life ofman:ſo that withour 
the ſpeciall decree and blefling of God, 
nothing could preſerue and maintaine 
the life of man: our meat could not noriſh 
vs, our apparell could not warme vs, &c, 

Now let vs ſee how this aunſwer of 


The diuel had labored to proue thatChritt 
E 3 


petit, 
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xwas not the ſonne of God, his argument 
was this: If thou be the ſon of God, com- 
mad that theſe ſtones be made bread;but 
thou canſt not make theſe ftones bread, 
therefore thou artnot the ſonne of God. 
Our ſautor Chritft he doth alleage this 
place of icripture,and doth deny the pro 
poſirion or firſt part of the duels argu- 
ment : for whereas the diuel rakes this for 
raunted,that if aman be hungry,he muſt 
haue bread by any means to preſerue his 
life: Chriſt anſwers,it is not neceſſary, be- 
cauſe a mans life is not preſcrued by bread 
onely,but it is maintained by the ſpeciall 
decree and blefling of God, And indeed 
this is a ſpeciall point and worthy leſſon 
to be learned, as may appeare,in that the 
Lord was no lefle then fortie yeares tca- 
ching itto the children of Iſrael, Der.2.3. 
The vſe of this doQtrine is manifold: 1. 
hence welearne to conſider aright of the 
creatures of God,namely,that we do not 
content our {clues to looke vponthe ſub- 


Nance ofth&;but beſides the outward ſub- 
ſtace,we muſt cofider the ſecret bleſſing of 


God yp6 his creatures proceeding fi his 
word,thatis his decrec. As for cxaple, we 
muſt 


a 
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mult not only look vp6 the outward ſub- 
Rance of bread, bur beſides that,we muſt 
confiderthe bleſhng and decree of God, 
that bread ſhould be the meanes to nou- 
tiſh man:for beſides the bread,therc is the 


ſaffe of bread, thar is,that power andfa- Excch.4-16 | 


cultie whereby it nouriſheth and main- 
taineth life, which it hath from the decree 
and blefling of God ypon it . And as we 
ſeean old weake man, take away his [taffe 
and he will ſoone fall ro the ground:cuen 
ſo if the Lord take away the ſtaffe of 
bread, thatis, his ſecret bleſſing, though a 
man had all the dainties vnder heauen, his 
life would faile in the midlt of them all; 
for the weake life of ma!) muſt need; fal & 
decay, if once the Lord take away the 
fiaffe of bread, 

For what reaſon is there, that bread 
which hath no life in it,hould nouriſh our 
bodies, giue life and ftrength to vs; and 
that that which hath no heate in it, as our 
clothes, ſhould keepe ys warme, were it 
not for Gods word and decree, and his 
blefling vpon them? And that we may 
know, that it is not ſo much bread thar 
preſerueth mans life, as Gods. bleſſing 
| > ks 
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ypon bread by yertue of his word and 
decree, we may ſee ir plainely, in that the 
poore mans child which fareth hardly, & 
is but meaneiy clothed, is as well legged 
and limd, and likes as well, cuen as the 
child of the Prince: now the reaſon is,be- 
cauſe Gods bleſſing is all in all ypon the 
poore fare ofthe poore mans child, as wel 
as the Kinge, 

2. Again,ſceing it is not ſo much bread, 
as Gods bleſſing vpon bread, that pre- 
{erues mans life, it ſhould teach vs ail io- 
brietic in the vie of Gods creatures : for 
neither meate, nor drinke, nor clothing, 
can do vs good,ynlefle the Lord ſendout 
his word and decree, and giue a bleſſing 
ynto them,cuen to cuery bit of bread we 
put into our mouthes. Now if we abuſc 
the good creatures of God,in ſurfetting & 
exceſſe , how can we looke that the Lord 
inould bleſſe them vnto vs ? nay we may 
rather feare he will curſe them for our 
abuſe and intemperancic,ſo that they ſhal 
hurt, yea choake ys rather then doe ys 
good, | 

3. We muſt learne from hence, to vic 
the cteatures of God with inuocation 
; . vpon 
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ypon his name for a blefling vponthem, 
for ſeeing itisnotthe ſubſtance of bread 
that noriſherh ys, but the blefling of God 
ypon the bread, who ſeeth nor that we” 
ought before we vſe the creaturesof God, 
to craue a bleſſing from God ypon them? 

4.: This ſbould teach ys to be content 
with oureſtate , to moderate our affeCti- 
ons, & to take heed we do not ſo cagerly 
defire and ſecke for abundance: for the 


bleſſing of God is riches enough, & hath Pro.z0.z2. * 


not theſe cutting cares with it: and he 
which hath but a meane eſtate,may be as 
well blefied of God, as he that hath the 
greateſt abundance:nay this immoderate 
ſeeking for abundance, it argues greatdi- 
_ and ynbelecte inthe prouidence of 
God. 

5. If mans life ſtands not in abundance, 
and ourlife is not preſcrued by bread as 
lone, though a man had all the bread in 
the world, ynlefſe God infuſe a hleffing 
into it; this teacheth vs, that we may not 
be ſo much intangled withthethings of 
this life:we muſt not ſo eagerly ſcek after 
meate,drink,clothing, lands,livings,gold, 

ſiluer, &c, forin taking too much care for 
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theſe things,we ſee many mens hearts are 
ſocaried away, that no grace can take 
place in them. 

Butyou will ſay, meate, drinke, cloa- 
thing,and ſuch things, they be my living, 
I cannot live without them . I aunſ{iver, 
that our lives do not ſtandin theſe things 
alone, but eſpecially in the bleſſing of 
God ypontheſe meanes: without which, 
though we had all the world at com- 
maund, it could dovs no good. Againe, 
the Lord can not onely preſerue our 
lives by bread , but cyen without all 
meanes, yea, if ſo it plcaſe him againſt 
meanes. Now then ſecing our livesftand 
not in theſe meanes, but eſpecially in the 
bleſſing of God vpon them, we mult firſt 
ſcekefor the bleſſing of God , without 
the which all theſe meanes ſhall become 
ynprofitable ynto vs and do ys no good: 
andit is not wiſedome,too greedily to 
ſecke for the things of the world, ſeeing 
our life is not preſerued by them alone, 
Mans life ſtandeth not in abundance, 
faith Chriſt,. Zak, r 2. 

6 Seeing man liues not by bread a- 
lone, thatis, mans life is not maintained 


by 
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by theſe outward meanes, but by Gods 
blefſing vpon them: this muſt teach ys all 
to be content with rhat eſtate the Lord 
ſends vs, though it be poore and meane: 
and we muſt learne patiencein extreame 
miſeries and afflictions. And if the Lord 
ſhould deale with vs as he did with his 
ſeruant Job, cuentake all from vs, yet we 
muſt be content, and take heed that we 
do not ſuffer our ſelues to be ſwallowed 
yp of too much griefe. Forour life is not 
maintained by theſe outward meanes of 
themſelues, but by Gods bleſſing ypon 
them, which is all inall: and whea all 
meanes faile,the Lord can preſcrue our 
life even without bread, and againſt 
meanes too, ifhe pleaſe, Indeedifaman 
wanted the outward meanes and the in- 


' ward meanes too,namely, Gods bleſſing, 


then he had ſome cauſe to be grieued: but 
{ceingthe Lord can ſaue our lives both 


without all outward meanes, and againſt . 


meanes: though we want bread, yet let 


vs caſt our {elues ypon the Lord, and ne- 
uer diſtruſt his mercic; but ſay with Job: 


Though the Lord hill me, yet will 7 truſs in lobe 131% | 


him, Andlet ys know, the Lord can in- 
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creaſe the poore womans cruſe of oile, 
and make it Jaſt as well as the rich mans 
abundance. 

7 Thisſhould teach vsall to mode. 


rate our affeCtions, and to carrie an euen 


faile, ſo as neither in the eſtate of wealth 
and abundance, we be not puffed vp 
with pride: nor yetin pouertie to be 0. 
uerwhelmed with ſorrow, For though a 


© 
man haue abundance, it followes not 


_ thathe is therefore bleſſed; nor if he be 


poore and want ricnes, that heis therfore 
curſed, and wants the bleſſing of God: 
but in wealth and pouertie, the bleſſing 
of Godis all in all ro make men happie. 
8 Laſtly, this ſhould teach euery one 
of vs to labourall our life long to know 


theprouidence of God, and to depend 


vpon it inall eſtates of life, whatſocuex 
the Lord ſhall ſend vs: and when we can 
ſeethis prouidence of God,we muſt then 
hang vpon it, as well in aduerſitic asproſ- 
peritie, inſickneſſe and health, in life and 
death, True itis, men can acknowledge 
Gods prouidence in proſperitie : but we 
muſt learne to ſee the prouidence of God 
as well in aduerſitic, and then to hang v- 
pon 
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pon It with both the hands of faith, ſo as 
we can roulc our ſelues ypon it, and can 
cuen wholly depend ypon it, and commit 
our ſelues and all our waiesto the Lord. 
The children of Iſracll were fortie yeares 
learning this letſon: which fhewes itis an 
excellent point, and nor eaſily learned. 
And therefore ſeeing itis of fo great vic 
and ſo neceflarie, let ys ftudie to know 
the pronidence of God,andſhew the true 
yicofitin our lives and conuerſations, 
Then the dell tooke him into the holy c1- 
tie,c4c,] Now followes the ſecond con- 
{i betwixt the diuell and Chriſt in the 5. 
6.7.verſes, Now though S, Lake, chap. 
4-$. placeth this temptation in the laſt 
place, yet doth this breedno great ciffe- 
rence betwixt the Euangeliſts : for Lyhe 
19 penning of the words and deedes of 
Chriſt ſers them downe as the Spirit of 
God direfed him, not regarding pre- 
ciſely the time when they were done, but 
ſometime ſetting that firſt which was 
done laſt : but farther he ſerteth them 
downe in that order as they were perfor- 
med by our Sauiour Chriſt, 
Then the dinell tooke him,&c. 7] Inthis 


Is 
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ſecond conflict, we are to confider three 
points, Firlt, the diuels preparation to 
the combar, yerl.5. Secondly, the temp- 
tation itfelfe, verſ. 6. Thirdly, the anfiwer 
of Chriſt, yerl. 7. 

' In the diuels preparation: firſt, the 
time, then: ſecondly, the parts of his pre- 
paration, which be two. Fitſt, he tooke 
Chriſt from the wilderneſſe, ant carie 
him tothe holy citic. Secondly,he ſetreth 
him there ypon a pinnacle of the temple. 

Firſt, in the circumſtance of time,zhes: 
thatis, affoone as Satan had taken a re- 
pulſe and was foiled of Chriſt in the wil- 
de:neſle, he preſently ſetterh vpon him a- 
freſh, and caries himrto the holy citic to 
tempt him there. 

By this we may perceiue the malice of 
the diuell, who as ſoone as he hath ended 
one temptation ceaſſeth not there, but 
preſently prouideth another. The diuell 
neuer maketh truce with man, but cither 
he is buſie intempting ofvs, or elſe he is 
deuifing and plotting new temptations; 
for he is nceuer idle, | 

| Againe, hence we learne, that when 
we haue oucrcome 1n one temptation,we 


muſt. 
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muſt preſently prepare our ſelues for ano- 
ther:we mult not look to be at eaſe when 
we haue giuen the diuell the foile: for he 
will ſervponys afreſh, and tempt vs a- 
ainc and againe.Nay, our life is a conti- 
nuall warfare againſt finne and Satan*: 
& therfore we mult euer be in a readines 
to encounter with our enemie. 

And if this leſſon were well learned, 
and as well practiſed, men wovld not be 
ſo impatient in temptations when they 
befall them: then temptations would be 
farre more caſfie tothem,ſo as aman wold 
willingly and chearefully indure them, & 
yndergo them though neuer ſo many. 

The dincll tooke bins to the holy c:tie: 
Here is the firſt part of the dinels prepa- 
ration. Now by the holy citie is meant 
Jeruſalem, as Zek, 4.9. it is plaine, 

But ho:y did the divell carie our Saui- How chrift 
our Chriſt from the wildernefſe to Teru- was canied 
ſfalem? He m' ghtdo this three waies:firlt, by Satan, 
in viſion: Secondly, by the ordinarie 
way: Thirdly, carie him inthe aire. 

Firſt, by viſion, as it was vſuall in the 
time of the Prophets, So lereriab was 10113 4. 
caricd in yiſion to the river Euphratesz 
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but Chriſt could not thus in vifion be ca- 
ried from the wildernefle to Ieruſalem 
for then it ſhould haue bene no tempra- 
tion vnto him,in viſion onely to caſt him- 
ſeite from the top of the temple. 

- Secondly, our Sauiour Chriſt might 
be led by the ordinarie way , andſoin- 
deedthe words will bearc it: but I take it, 
it is not the ſenſe and meaning of this 
place. For if the diuell led our Saniour 


from the wildernefle to Ieruſalem , then 


cither with or againſt his will; cither of 
his owne accord, orelfe at the perſwafion 
of the diuell.But he went not of his owne 
accord; for {ceing he was led into the wil- 
derncſſe, and came to be tempted there, 
he now being in the conflict, and ir be- 
ingnotyetended, he would not of his 
owne accord depart thence to Icrufalem, 
Secondly, he would not go atthe perſwa- 
ſion of the diuell : for we neuer reade that 
he would do any thing at the diuels per- 
ſwaſion, though in it ſelfe lawful, 
Thirdly, the Diuell might conuey and 


carie the bodice of our Sauiour Chriſt in . 
the aize, from the wildernefſe to Teruſa- - 
lem: andthis is the opinion of the belt... 
Diuines, - 
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Diuines, that the diuell had power by 
Gods permiſſion, to tranſport the bodie 
of Chriſt in the aire, from the wildernefle 
to the holy citie: and this ſeemethto be 
confirmed by the words following,where 
it is ſaid,that the diuell /er himz 02.4 pinua- 
kle of the temple.Now it is as likely that he 
| caricd Chriſt from the wildernefle chi- 
ther, as thatthe diuel had power to place 
and ſet himontnhe top of the temple. 
Nor then ifthe diucll had permifhon Defrr, 2: 
| to tran{portthe bodie of Chriſt from the 
wilderneſle to Teruſalem : this makes for 
that opinion which is common in the 
| world, that the diuell can carric a man or 
woman from one countrey to another, if 
| - God giue him leauc: but fo as he cannot 
do it with fuch celeritie and expedition as 
men imagine , Some fooliſhly thinke, 
he can carrie onemany hundred miles in 
an houre, whichis athing impoſſible:for 
{uch a violent motion would ſtop a mans 
breath; as we ſee if a man fall from the 
toppe of an high Reeple,hiswindis gone 
| erchecomehalte theway to the ground. 
Againe, hence we ſce, thatthe diuell 2. 
may by Gods permiſſion have power 0- 
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uer the bodies of godly men, and thoſe 
which haue greateſt graces, and ſtrongeſt 
faith in God. For ſeeing he had power 0+ 
uer the bodic of Chrilt, to tranſport it 
from place to place by the permiſſion of 
God, why may he not if God give him 
leaue, haue power of any mans bodie, 
though he be neuer ſo true a belecuer ? If 
he had powerinthe head, why not in the 
mebers?&if he had power to annoy /1ob,to 
kil his childre & deſtroy the,though they 
were no doubtthe holy ſe:uants of God: 
why may not the diuell have power oucr 
our bodies,to caric aman from one place 
to another? If the Diucll could by Gods 
permiſſion torment the bodie of one that 
was a daughter of faithfull e fbrahar, 
and even 18, yeares afflit her , ſo as ſhe 
was bruiſed and bowed together by Sati; 
then no doubt he can do the lefle, to re- 
moue mens bodies from place to place. 
And this may ſerue to admoniſh thoſe, 


whothinke their faith is ſoftrong, that 


the diuel cannot annoy them,or any way 


. bewitch them. But if the diuell haue po- 


wer by Gods permiſſion to torment the 


bodies ofthe faithfull, yeato deſtroy the 
bodies | 
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bodies of [obs children,who no doubc 
were the true ſeruants of God, he may it 
God giue him leaue, bewitch the godli- 
elt man thatliueth. For we know what 
the holy Ghoſt ſaith: that all things fall zele{g.s 
out, and all things come alike to good 
and bad;and there js no difference in out= 
ward things ofcentimes betweene the 
children of God and the wicked, 

. Tothe holy cutie] Thatis Icruſalem, ,-,,. 

Lk,4.9. Now this citie was called holy (tie hoty. 
forſundrie cauſes. Firſt, becauſe in Teru- 
ſalem was the temple of the Lord, where 
were the ſacrifices and other ceremonies 
preſcribed by God for his own worthip, 
Secondly, in the temple they had the law 

of God andthe bookes of Hoſes andthe 
Prophets read and expounded vntothe. 
Thirdly, becauſe Teruſalem was a mother 
Church, from whence religion did flow 


_ and was diſperſed into many places of 


the world. Nov for theſe conſiderations 
Ieruſalem is called the holy cirie. 

This church art Tcruſalem though it 7/az5 
had many corruptions in it, yet our Sauj- 

our Chriſt cals it holy: and it was a true 
Church of God. Then hence I conclude, 
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63 Satans Sephiftric 
that the Church of God in England, 
though there bein it many blemiſhes & 
corruptions, yet may it be,and in truth is 
the true Church of God, For the Church 
of Godin England is proportionable to 
the Church at Ieruſalem - for as they had 
Moſes and the Prophets read and ex- 

ounded, ſo haue we : nay , we haue the 


Goſpell now ſoundly preached, which 


- they then had notin ſo plaine and plen- 


tifull manner as we haue, They had the 
Sacraments of the old Teſtament: ſo we 
haue Baptiſme and the Supper of the 
Lord. Their Church was a mother church 
to derive Religion to many other: and 
though our Church cannot be called a 
Mother church, yet it may be truly called, 
a nourcing Church to. many neighbour 
churches round about ys. 

As Chrift and his Apoſtles did not 
therefore ſeparate themſelues,or refuſe to 
ioyne with them in the ſeruice of God, 
becauſe ofthe corruptions in this church 
at Ieruſalem, but did teach and preach in 
the Teraple: ſo none may therefore ſepa- 
rate them{elues,and refuſe to 1oyne with 
the people of God in his ſeruice and wor- 
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ſhip, becauſe of ſome few corruptions 
that remaine init, Nay, ſuch asfortheſe 
do ſeparate themſelues from Gods peo- 

le, do cut themſelues from Chriſt him- 
ſelfe, ſeeing they ſeuer themſclues from 
the Church of God. 

If any (hall ſay,that the church of Rome 
is the true Church of God, as well as the 


Church of Icruſalem, ſeeing the Romiſh 
church hath as many priuiledges as the 
Church at Ieruſalem;I anſwer,By exami- 


ning the particulars it will appeare to the 2,,z, y, 
contrarie. As firſt, the Church of Rome true church. | 


braggeth,thatſhe hath her ſucceſſion fro 
the Apoſtles: but I anſwer, ſucceſſion fro 
perſons, without ſucceſſion in the Apo- 
{tles doQtrine,can be no true note of the 
Church, Secondly, the Church of Rome 
hath the ſacrament of Baptiſme, yet that 
proues her notthe true Church:for in Sa- 
maria they hadthe Sacrament of circum-, 

cifion, and ſoin other places, and yet it . 
cannot be prouedthatthey were the true 
Churches of God. Beſides, I anſwer, the 


_ churchofRome hath baptiſine no other- 


wiſe then a theefe hath a true mans purſe: 


now it cannot be ſaid, that a rheefe is 
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therefore a true man , becauſe he hath a | 
true mans purſe. Laſtly, thoughthe | 
Church ofRome haue the outward bap- 
riſine, yetſhe in doGtrine ouerturnes the | 
inward baptiſme: namely, the true impu- | 
| ted juſtification and inherent ſanRifica® : 
| | tion of Chritt by the ſpirir. ; 
1: 3 TheChurch of Rome holdeththe | 
Fþ Apoſtles Creed , butit is onely in word: | 

for the truth is, their God whome they | 
worſhip is an Idoll, and their Chriſt isa 
falſe & counterfcit Chriſt, forged by their | 
owne braine, as may appeate to all that 
will ſearch their doctrine. | 
She ſaith, that they hold the word 
of God,and the writings of the Apoftles: 
butit will appearein their writings, that 
| they hold it butinſhew, not in truth : for 
bn inthe maine grounds of religion they o- 
| uerturne the doctrine ofthe Prophets & | 
8 Apoſtles, Againe , they hold the Scrip- | 
tures bur as a lanthorn holds the candle, 
S not forit ſelfe, but for thoſe that paſſe by: 
ſothe Church of Rome hauethe word of 
God, not for themſclues , but for the 
good of Gods children, which cuer lye- 
hidin the middeftofPoperic,  _ 
5 She: 
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5 She brags that ſhe is the mother- 
church of many Churches: I anſwer; we 

. nuſt conſider that citie,as Rome is,and as 
Rome was : the old Rome which was in 
the time of Pax/, was the true Church of 
God; but as for that old Rome, it is dead 
and buried, and this new Rome is thar 
whore of Babylon, & no mother-church, 
but a cruell ſtep-mother to Religion. By 
al this we may ſee,thatthe preſent church 
ofRome,is no Church of God, but onely 
invame and outward ſhevy. 

And ſecing that the Diuell temprs our 
Saviour Chriſt in the holy citie,we learne 
that there is no place ſo holy, but the Di- 
uell can broach his temptations in it, as 
we may ſee Zach.3.1.2. andtherfore this 
condemnes that dotage and ſorcery of 
the Church of Rowe,who teach thar their 
charmed holy water, their c6iured bread, 
and the figne of the crofſe,and ſuch ftuffe 
candriue away the Diuel from their hou- 
ſes,and from their perſons:and yetwe fee 
here,that neither the holineſle of Chriſts 


perſon, nor yet of the place,could hinder 


Satan,burt he did tempt him. 
Againe, we ſee it is to fmall purpoſe, 
| F 4 was 
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to the ende wee may bee freed from 
temptations, to change the place, or to 
change the aire;for what place is there ſo 
holy,or ſo ſound and wholeſome, where 
Satan cannot and will not ſet his tempta- 
tion on foote and affault ys? Indeed to 
remoue the diſcaſes of the body , theſe 
may be of ſome force,to change the ayre, 
&c,butto curethe conſcience,and to help 
the diſeaſes of the ſoule, this and ſuch like 
can do nothing atall, 

And ſet him on a pinnacle of the temple.] 
Here is the ſecond part of the Diuels pre- 
paration, who hauing caried Chriſt from 
the wildernes to Teruſalem,now he places 
him ypon a pinnacle of the temple, or a 
licle wing of the temple, Some thinkrhat 
it was a ſharpe broach gildcd to ſome 
eſpeciall yſe : bur it is either the battle- 
ments which were made by Gods com- 
maundement, leaſt any ſhould fall, be- 
cauſe their houſes had flat roofes, or elſe 
ſome corner of the temple;howſocuer, it 
Was a.dangerous place. | 

If thou be the ſonne of God, caſt thy ſelfe 
aowne, &c.] Inthis verſe is ſet downe the 
ſecondtempration, and in afyllogiſine ic , 

" may: 


may be thus concluded : If thou be the 
ſonne of God, then caſt thy ſelfe downe: 
but thou ſayeſt, and art perſwaded that 
thou artthe ſonne of God,therefore thou 
mayelt caſt thy ſelte downe. | 

Here we muft marke the ſcope of the 
Diuell in this ſecond temptation, which 
is this, to tempt our ſauiour Chriftro pre- 
ſumption,to perſwade himto preſume of 
Gods mercy, and ro bringhim toa vaine 
confidence in his fathersprotection, with- 
out viing lawſull meanes. | 


Andinthis ſecond temptation we may pagy, | 


obſcrue one eſpecial thing,which the Di- 
vel aimes at in his temptarions,nammely,to 
perſwade him toa vain preſuptis of Gods 
mercy. And ſurely we ſce the diuel prevails 
much in theſe days by this argumEt:for we 
ſee how ſome men crie, God is mercifull; 
God is mercifull,and ſo preſume 8& grow 
ſecure inſinne,and take occafion of Gods 
mercte to ſooth themſclues in their fins. 
Others they ſay, Tam citherelefed orre- 
iected,and if I be cleRed,I am ſure I ſhal 
be ſaued howſocuerT liue;ifT be reieed 
I amſureT ſhall periſh, though liue ne- 

uerſo well; andthus men liue as they liſt. 


Sataxs Sophiſtrie - 
Others ſay, Tknow the Lord will prouide 
for me, and therefore refuſe to liue in any 
calling, And as for thoſe which make 


_ profeſſionof the Goſpell, the Diuell he 


| wes 


Jabours to perfwadethem,thart it is ſuffici- 
 entto profeſle religion, though they pra- 


Qtiſe not the dutics of religion: as the fiue 
fooliſh virgins , who held our their bla- 
zing lampes, yet wanted the veſlcll of oile 
eo maintaine their lampes, 

This being ſo, it ſhould admoniſh vs 
all to take eſpeciall heed , thatwe be nor 
euercome of Satan in this kind, ſeeing the 
Diuell knowes our nature, and ſecth that 
to preſume and thinke well of our {clues, 
it is a thing very fitting and pleaſing our 
nature : whereas deſpaire, it is a trouble- 
ſomething , and brings men often to a 
greaterfightoftheir miſery: and the truth 
is,the Diuell preuailes with a thouſand to 
one more by preſumptis the by deſpaire: 
deſpaire kilsthouſands,ſecuritic 10000. 

And it is to be noted, that when the 
Diuell had in the former temptation la- 
boured to bring Chrift to deſpaire ofhis 


geane contrary,to bring him to preſume : 


Fathers prouidence, now helaboursthe -| 
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of Gods prouidence . And here we may 
 ſeethe Diuels exceeding cunning, that he 
ſought to cary our Sauiour Chriſt from 
one extreame to another. And thus dorh 
the Diuell deale with all men, he ſeeks to 
draw men ei:her to preſumption or elle 
todeſpaire, and labors to cary them from 
one cxtreame to another, as from coue- 


touſnes to prodizalitie, and fo of the reſt. 


And therefore we mult labour to auoide pg, 


both the extreames , neither to preſume 
too much, nor yet to be caſt downe by 
deſpaire,but to keepe the golden medio- 
critie,cuen as Chriſt doth inthis place, 
Caſt thy ſelfe downe,] He would haue 
Chriſt not to ſhew by his doQtine, butto 
worke amuracle, that he may know him 
to bethe ſon of God, This ſhewes the na« 
ture of all wicked men; they care not for 
the dotrine of God, but they crie outfor 
miracles: as we may ſec in Herod, he deſi- 
red to {ce our Sauionr Chriſt worke ſome 
miracle, buthe contemned his word and 


doQrine, And the Tewes who perſecuted 


Chriſt and his Goſpel, yet when he was 
Ypon the croffe , they would haue him 
worke a miracle, to come downe when 


/ 
/ 
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he was nailed hand and foote, And all 
wicked men are ofthe ſame nature, raore 
to regard and defire a miracle , then 
to heare the bleſſed doctrine of Ielus 
Chiiſt., 

; Claft thy ſelfe downeJThe Diuel hauing 
proued before the faith of Chriſt to be 
moſt conſtant, thathe would not ſomuch 
as doubt of his fathers prouidence in his 
greateſt need,now he takes occahon from 
the graces and gifts of Chriſt to bring him 
to preſume,and to haue a yain confidence 
of his fathers protection, And fo will the 
Diuecl deale with all the mEbers of Chriſt; 
ifhe cannot preuaile by our weaknefles to 
bring vs to deſpaire, then he wil take oc- 
caſionby the graces and gifts he ſees in vs 
to make vs preſume:as «8 he preuailes 
by this meanes to make men ſwell and 
thinke highly of theſelues, for ſome grace 
they hauereceiued,of learning, wit, elo- 
quence, &c, to puffe men vp with ſatani- 
call pride and overweening of them- 
ſclues, | 

Then caſt thy ſelfe dewne.”] The Lord 
gaue the Diuel permiſſionto place Chriſt 


in a dangerous place: but yet the Diuell _ 
could. -. 
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anſwered by Chriff. © 57 
could not go any further to hurt Chriſt 
there; to caſt him downe he had no po- 
wer, butperſwades himto caſt himſelfe 
down, Where we ſec,the Diuels power is 
limited, his power isnot ſogreat as his 
malice is to mankind; but the Lord doth 
limit Satans power, and inall things hath 
care of his owne children, that Satan can 
do them no harme.For the Diuel, though 
he had ſet Chriſt vpon the top of the 
temple , could not for his life caft him 
downe; where we may ſee,the Diuell for 
all bis malice can go no further then God 
gives himleaue . And this muſt comfort 
vs: foras God the Father limits Satan in 
reſpeRt of Chriſt our head, ſo doth he in vs 
his members. | 

Now followes the reaſon which the 
Diuel yſeth,the better to perſwade Chriſt 
to yeeld ynto his temptation : For it zs 
written, he ſhall gine his Angels charge oner 
thee, When as the Diuell heard our Saui- 
our Chrilt alleage Scripture, he like an 
| ape imitates Chriſt,and begins to alleage 
Scripture roundly as wel as he. And ther- 
fore we muſt be wary how we entertaine 
doQtines of heretikes, and falſe teachers, 
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though they ſeeme to proue them by the 
Scriptures:for the Diuel he hath his /crip= 
rem eft, it is written, as ready as may be, 
But we mult learne to proue the ſpirits, 
that is, the dotrines of men, whether 
they be of God ornot, 1, /ohn4.r.lelt the 
Diuel and wicked men deccive vs; for we 
ſec here how the Diuel can alleage Scrip- 


- ture, and thatfitly for his purpoſe. And ir 


is the ſubtil practiſe of the diuel co alle2ge 
Scripture, that ſo he may perſwade men 
to receine his damnable doGtines, and be- 
come heretickes and ſ{ci{matickes.And to 
this end he doth groſly abuſe the Scrip- 
tures; yea when he would perſwade men 
toliue in finne, he hath his Scriptum eſt 
very ready,and can tel them, Ar what time 


| ſoener a ſinner dothrepeat him of his ſinne, 


he ſhall haze mercie : and truly by his abu= 
ſing of Scripture he preuailes with many. 
The wordes which the diuell allea- 
geth are taken out of the foureſcore and 
eleventh Pſalme , the eleyenth yerſc: 


, ©, Forbe ſhall gine his eTngels charge oner 
 thee,to keepe thee in all thy wayes,Cc, Now 
the Diuell in alleaging and propounding | 


the words is yery preciſe, and ſheweth 
himſelfe 


"—_ 
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himſelfe very carefull in repeating of the 


words: in ſo much as he will notleaue our 
no not this particle [' For] which might 
well hauc beneleft out, Yet in the end he 
Rickes not to leaue out a whole clauſe, 
which is the maine point and ground of 
Gods promiſe: namely, this : to keepe thee 
inallthy waies. Where we may ſee, how 
the diuell doth moſt vilely abuſe the 
Scriptures of God: and it is vſuall with 
him 1n his allegations, to put in,or to pur 
our ſomething, or ſome way or other to 
depraue them, or to corrupt the ſenſe 
and meaning of the Scriptures, to ſerue 
his owne turne. 

And as this is the diuels manner in his 
alleaging and dealing with the Scrip- 
tures,{o do thePapilts as his ſcholers,For 
thoughin word they hold the Scriptures, 


.yet it 1s vſuall with them to put in, or 


leave out, or by ſome meanes to corrupt 
and depraue themin the ſenſe and mea- 
ning, as might be ſhewed by example. 
Well, ſecing the diuell is ſo skilfull in 
the Scriptures, and can alleage them ſo 
readily and fo fitly for his purpoſe, and 
withall is ſo malicious tomincethem and 
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 ableto diſcloſe and to deſcry Satans fal- 


keepe menin ignorance of the word,and | 


Laumbardthemaiſter ofthe ſentences,and | 
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Satans Sophiftrie 
depraue them, irſhould make all men to 
tudie the holy Scriptures, that ſo we 
might be acquainted with them, and be 


lations and ſubtilties:and we ſhould wiſh 
with C2/9/es, that all the Lords people | 
could prophecie. But eſpecially the Mi- 
niſters of the word,they muſt labour to be 
thorowly acquainted with the booke of 
God, toobſerue euenthe circumſtances 
ofthe text, elſe the diuell will caſt a mift 
before their eyes, and beguile them- with 
his ſubtill fallations: and therefore they 
mult do as Ezechie/did,cate vp the book 
of God. 

And thatwe might not perceiue Sa- 
tans ſubtilties and deceit, he Jabours to 


by all meanes to haue the Scriptures hid 
and darke: and if it were poſſible, to root 
out. the ſchooles of learning, and thatthe | 
Bible might be burned. And as he pre= | * 
uailesin Poperie, to bring men to this, | 
that all religion and the Scriprures might 
hang on mens deuiſes and mans learning; 
as they do in Poperie ground all vpon 
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barre the comms people from the Scrip- 
tures, locking them vp in an vnknowne 
tong. Sowith Chriltias he takeththe like 
courſe, for he perſwades them, that the 

Scriptures arc hard to be vnderſtood,and 
very obſcure and troubleſome, and ther- 
fore he drawes mens minds fromthe ſtu- 
die of them, to reade the writings omen 
becauſe they ſeeme to be more pleafant 
and deleable;that ſo men being not ac- 
quainted with the text, mightnot deſcry 
his deceipts and ſubrilties, 

Againe, ſeeing the diuell can alleage 
the word of God and ſay , It zs writer, 
and that he can bring in Scripture fit for 
his purpoſe; what a ſhameis it for Chri- 
ſtians, ifthey do not labour ſo to know 
the Scriptures of God, thatthey may al- 
leage them as occaſion ſhall ſerue : and 
that not as ſome'do,rto heape place vpon 
place without all reaſon, but to alleage 
them fitly and to the purpoſe? 

_ Laſtly, ſeeing this isa diuelliſh and ſa- 
tanicall practiſe, in alleaging the Scrip- 
tures to depraue and corrupt them , to 
leaue out and putin athis pleaſure,it muſt 
warne vs,that when we are lawfully cal- 
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led, we do ſpeake and ytter the words of 
other men, euen all,and no more but all, 


=». 


neither putting to them nor taking from | 


them, and that without changing their 
words or the ſenſe and meaning of them, 

He ſhall gine his e Angels charge oner 
thee] Thetrue ſenſe of the place is this, 
that the Lord had a ſpeciall care of his 
people: and when he ſenr any iudgement 
ypon the Ifraclites, he gaue them this 
comfortable promiſe, thatin the middelt 
of all their troubles he himſelfwould pro- 
re them. Andas this promiſe was made 
to them, ſoit is generall to the whole 
Church of God,and belongs to vs,Forin 
all common iudgements and calamities, 
the children of God which walke in his 
waies, ſhall be ſure to haue proteCQion 
and ſecuritie: for the Angels of God, by 
his appointment, do hold them vp, as it 
were in their hands. In which words 
there is a compariſon taken from nurſes, 
who hauing children committed to their 
care,do hold them very charily and ten- 


derly in their hands,and dare notlet them 


go out of their armes:cucn ſo the Angels 
of God,by his appointmet, become euen. 


: o 
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a3 nurſes to his children in all their lawful 
wayes,and do attend ypon them, and are 
very carefull to protect them from dan- 
ger, ſo long as they keepe themſclues 
within the compaſſe of Gods word, 

Iris true indeed,that iudgement begins 
at the houſe of God, and he often afflicts 
his deareſt children to tric their faith and 
patience; yet it is molt certaine, that in 
common calamities the children of God 
{hall haue protection and ſecuritie : yea 
the Angels of God(as it were nurſes) {hal 
hold them in their hands, and defend 
them,ſo long as they keepe themſclues in 
the wayes of God , and within the com- 
paſſe of his will in his word, Burt if they 
leaue the way of Gods commandements, 
and wander in by-paths, and go out of 
their lawfull callings , they hauc no afſu- 
rance of Gods proteCion, neither hauc 
Gods Angels any charge to watch ouer 
them. 

Seeing then God hath made ſo merci- 
full a promiſe of proteQRion,to allthem 
that walke in his wayes , and within the 
compaſlle of his commaundements, it 


ſhould warne ys all to beware hozy we go 
G2 


* anfweredby Chriſt. $3 


V ſe 3- 
P (al.34.7« 


Perſe 7. 


DoF, 


84 Satans Sophiftrie 
out of our wayes and layfull callings, 
but that we ſtudie the law of God, and as 
we looke for his proteQion, to keepe 
within the compaſle cf it, 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, It is written againe, 
T hou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. In 
theſe words is contained the anſwer of 
our Sautour Chriſt, to the ſecond temp- 
tation of the Niuell; wherein he doth op- 
pofe Scripture againſt Scripture, Butto 
expound that place which the Diuell al- 
leaged, andto ſhew how vilely Satan a- 
buſeth the word of God , he alleageth a- 
nother place of Scripture , wherein our 
Sauiour Chriſt anſwers the Diuell, that it 
istrue, God hath made ſundry promiſes 
m his word, of proteCtion to his people; 
but yet ſo,as if they refuſe to walke in the 
commandements of God,and to vic ſuch 
lawfull meanes as he preſcribeth in his 
word, he is not bound to performe them, 
for they be made yponthat condition. 
Agame it is writtes,]Secing our Saujor 
Chriſtdoth alleage another place of Scri- 
pture,to expoun d char the Diuel brought 
againſt him, and toſhew how he abuſed 
Scripture: hence we gather thatthe holy 
” Scriptures 
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Scriptures are of themſelues ſufficient to 
interprete themſelſues,for ſo Chriſt allea- 

eth another text of ſcripture to expound 
that which Satan alleageth, and to con- 
fute his abuſing ofit.So we findthat Ezra 
did expound the law of God, and giues yg, 
the ſenſe of itby the ſcriptures,and ſo cx- 
pounds the one by the other, Nehem,,8.9. 
(Innigs. ) Now if the ſeruants ef God 
could do this in the old Teftament, how 
much more may we inthe new, wherein 
many things are molt plainely opened” 
and expounded by Chrift and his Apo- 
ſtles? 

But the Papiſts cannotby any meanes 
yeeldto this doQtrine , for they hold, thar 
that which muſt interprete the ſcriptures, 
muſt haue iudiciall power and authoritie 
to iudge of the ſenſs of the ſcriptures; but 
they hold the ſcriptures are but a dumbe 
letter,and therefore are not able to iudge 
of the ſenſe and meaning of the ſcrip- 
tures. Yetfor all that, we ſee (by the ex- 
ample of our ſfauiour Chriſt) that the ſcri- 
Ptures are of ſufficient power to giuethe 
ſenſe ofthe ſcriptures,tointerprete them- 
ſclues, andto ſhewyharis the true ſenſe 
| G3 


ofthe ſcriptures, though they be dumbe. 
And as we ſce,thata manimay aſwel ſhew 
his mind to his friend by letters and wri- 


ting, as by word of mouth: euen ſo the 


Lord God ſpeakes now to his people by 
the ſcriptures, as well as he did in olde 
time by his owne lively yoice from hea- 
ven. 

But if the Papiſts will yet deny the 
ſcriptures to haue power to iudge and 
determine of the ſenſe of the Scriptures; 
then would Iknow,who hath this power 
given vnto him? They anſwer,the church 
mult giue judgement, and determine of 
the ſenſe of the ſcriptures: but that is falſe, 
forthe Lord hath not giucn any ſuch po- 
wer to the Church to derermine of the 
ſenſe of the ſcriptures at her pleaſure, but 
only he hath giuentothe miniftery of the 
werd,to open andexpound the ſcriptures 
by the ſcriptures themſclues. As a Lawyer 
hath not that power to iudge of the Jaw 

of his Prince, andto giue what ſenſe he 
liſteth, but onely to expound the law,and 
to giuethe ſenſe of it by the words of the 


law,and other circumftances concerning 
the ſame, 
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The Church of Rome ſay further: they 
can determine of the ſenſe of the ſcrip- 
tuces , cither by the rule of faith, or the 
conſent ofthe fathers:or,ifthey faile,then 
the Pope he is todetermine of them, as 
one that cannot erre. 

1 Concerning the rule of Faith (by 
which they vnderſtand vawritten traditi- 
ons) how can they be fit judges to deter- 
mine ofthe ſence ofthe ſcriptures, vnleſſe 
we will giue more authoritie to vnwritten 
verities then to the writen word of God? 
Nay onelythe ſcriptures mult be the rule 
of faith, and only the ſcripturesiygge and 
determine ofthe ienſe of thetpſclres, 

2 Neither is the conſent of Fathers 
aſufhcient rule to giue tudgement,and to 
determine of the ſenſe of the ſcriptures: 
for we know that they being men , and 
many of them(hauing not the knowledge 
of Hebrew and Grecke, yea and moſt of 
All in expounding the word)are ſubietto 
error, and ſometimes do crre, And by the 
ſame reaſon the Pope is no mecte man to 
be the iudge ofthe ſcriptures, andtode- 
termine what ſhould be the ſenſe of 
them, ſceing he is ſubie& to manifold 
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errors,and many Popes haue erred in the 
foundations of Religion. 
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Now follow the words of Chriſts an- 
{wer,raken out of Dexr. 6.16, Thou ſhalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God. Firlt we muſt 
ſearch whatthis word, zo tempt, ſignifies: 
ſecondly, the manner how God is ſaid to 
be tempred: thirdly,the cauſe and root of 
this tempting of God, 

Firſt, To tempt God, is to proue or to 
make trial whether God be ſuch a one as 
the ſcriptures reporthimto be : namely, 
whether he be ſo iuſt, ſo mercifull, fo 
mightie as the word of God deſcribes 
him to be , So the Prophet Darid ex- 
pounds it, P/al. 95.9, Tonr fathers tempted 
me, and proued me inthe deſert, Where to 
tempt, is to proue Gods iuſtice and mer- 

cie,whether he were ſo iult and mercifull 
as the word ſcts him out to be, and as 
he promiſed to be. 

Secondly,for the manner, it is not ſim- 
ly to tempt and to maketriall of God, 
ut to tempt God, is to make needleſle 

triall of Gods power &c. when we haue . 
no cauſe to try the Lord:and ſoit is taken 
here inthe words of Chrift, Thox ſhalt not 


tempt,. 


— 
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gemept, thatis, thou ſhalt nor take need- 
Jeſſe and ynneceſfaric experience and tri- 
all of Gods power and goodnefle. 

Thirdly,the cauſe which moueth men 
to tempt God, is a diſtruſtfull and vnbe- 
leeuing heart, euen want of faith, Sothe 
Iſraelites tempted God, 7/al. 78. verl. 
18. 22. They tempted God in their harts 
andrequired meate for theirluſt, And the 
reaſons, verſ. 32. becauſe they did nor 
belecue in God,and did nox truſt in his 
helpe, becauſe they did not rely ypon his 
care and fatherly prouidence: ſo { 2 Vit- 
belecfe was the root of this their temp- 
ting of God, 

Sothen to tempt God,is to make need- 
lefle and vnneceffaric triall and experi- 
ence of his mercie, goodnefle, power and 
iuſtice, proceeding from a diſtruſting 
heart, 

Now God may be tempted fiue man- How God 
ner of waies, Firſt, when men will take y- # #*rpteds * 
pon themto appoint God the time whe, | 
the place where, and the manner how 
God muſt helpe them, and accompliſh 
his promiſe to them, Thus the Iſraclites | 
in the wilderneſſe wanting water , they Exed-17-7« 


Uſe. 


Indith 7.30 
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ay:Is the Lord among#t vs or no? ſhewing, 
that rhough the Lord had promiſed he 
wold be with the, yet valcſſc he would at 
that timegiue the water in their need, they 
would not giue creditto his promiſe, A- 
gaine, P/a/. 78. 20, though the Lord had 
giuen them water , yet they ſay: Car he 
gine breadalſo, or prepare fleſh for his peo- 
ple? ill ſhewing , that valeſle the Lord 
would at their pleaſures and now pre- 
ſently ſend them meare, they were readie 
to diſtruſt his prouidence, 

And therefore it muſt admoniſh vs, 
that we muſt not in our requeſts and peti- 
tions (as the Bethulians did)appoint God 
the time, placc,or meanes how we would 
be helped in pouertie , ficknefle, or other 
waies; but continuing in prayer, waite v- 
ponthe Lords leyſure, and leaue theſe 
circumſtances to his good will and plea- 
{ure, 

Secondly, God is tempted, whenmen 
will not beleeue his word, but do de- 
maundfignes and wonders from heauen, 
asthe Scribes and Phariſes did (Joh.2.18) 
tempt our Sauiour Chriſt, not belecuing 


his dotrine, vnleſle he would confirme 
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it by ſome miracle. And thus all they 
tempt God, who refuſe to belecue the 
doctrine of God, becauſe it is not con- 
firmed vnto them at their pleaſure by 
Genes and wonders. 

But ſome may ſay: What,is it not law- 0bjeftion. 
full then to demaund and require aſigne 
at Gods hands? Yes, we may ſometimes: Anſwer. 
andſo we reade that Gedeoy did require a 
figne of God and ſinned not:ſo did He- j,qg.36; 
zechiah, 2,King 20. 8. 37. 

In two caſes men may aske a figne of 
the Lord. Firſt , when the Lord giues a 
man commaundement to aske a ſigne, 
then we may aske it lawfully : and thus 
the Lord bids e-thab to aske aſigne, and 1ſa;gazn 
he ſinned inrefuſing to do ir. — 

Secondly, a man may aske a ſigne of 
God, when it is neceſfarie for the confir- 
mation of a man in ſome extraordinarie 
Calling: as we ſee in Gedeon being extra- 
ordinarily appointed of God to be the 
Captaine and deliuerer of Gods people; 
he being notfully perſwaded of this his 
vocation, defiredafigne of God , not of 
infidelitie, butthe better to reſolue him- 
ſelfe of Gods calling himto that bulines, 
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Andſoitwasin Hezechiah, to perſwade 
himſclfe of Gods extraordinarie deliue- 
rance from an extraordinarie diſeaſe. | 

The third way whereby men tempt 

God, is, whenmenliuein linne continu- 
ally without repentance, and ſo will tric 
Gods merciec:and thus the Iſraelites tem- 
pted God, Nzm, 14. 18.And ſo all thoſe 
which liue in finne from day to day with- 
out repentance, do indeed tempt God 
and abuſc his patience, //.3. 15, 

And therefore ſecing thatthis is euen 
to tempt God, to liue in finne without 
repentance, it mult ftirre ys vp all to take 
heed how we runne on in finne ; bur that 
we do with ſpecd repent and breake off 
the courſe of ourſins: for ſo long as we 
live in finne without repentance, we 
tempt God, and then we can promiſe no 
ſafetie to our ſelues, neither looke forthe 
protetion of Gods Angels, butlye euen 
naked to all Gods heauic iudgements, 

The fourth manner of tempting God, 
is to inioyne men the obſcruations of the 
ceremoniall lawe, as it appeareth At. 
T7 5.10.the Tewes are ſaid to tempt God, 
in thatthey vrged the obſcruation 


of the 
CCIC= 


ceremonies of CHoſes. 

And by this we may iudge of the pre- 
ſent eſtate of the Church of Rome, and 
of their religion 3 which ſtands for the 
moſt part in vaine and ſuperſtitious cere- 
monies; and that which is worſe, of Iu- 
daiſme and Gentiliſme. 

The laſt way how men tempt God, is, 
not to vie the lawful and ordinarie means 
which God hath appointed, cither con- 
cerning mens ſ{oules, or concerning their 
bodies: and this 1s here ynderſtood in 
this place, when Chriſt faith : Thox Salt 
not tempt the Lord thy God. When we ſhal 
refuſe ſuch lawfull and ordinarie meancs 
asthe Lord hath appointed, and vic ex- 
traordinarie; even asSaman hauing a rea- 
die way ouera bridge, ſhould leauc thar, 
and thruſt himſelfe into the water , what 
were this but to tempt God? Or when a 
man hath the ordinarie way to come 
downe by the ſteppes or ſtaires,and refu- 
ſing that ſhold caſt himſelfe downe from 
thetop of a ſiceple? So thoſe men who 
contemne the word of God, and will nor 
youchſafe to heare, what do they elſe 


but cuen tempt God; ſecing they 'refuſe 
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the preaching ofthe word, which is the 


ordinaric meanes to ſaue mens ſoules. 

And thus Satan tempted our Sauiour 
Chriſt,to tempt God, For hauing now ſer 
him onthe toppe of the remple,in a dan- 
gerous place, he perſwades him to caſt 
himſelfe downe: and he addeth, that he 
may be bold to do ſo, becauſe God hath 
given his Angels charge to looke ynto 
him, that he take no harme . But our Sa- 
uiour Chriſt anfwers him; That were to 
tempt God, ſeeing he had the lawfull and 
ordinary way to godowne by theftaires, 
and therefore he had no reaſon to caſt 
himſelfe downe, 

In a wordall thoſe tempt God, which 
either refuſe the ordinarie meanes God 
hath appointed, or do wilfully caſt them- 
ſelues into daunger, being not called 
thereunto of God:as Petey hauing no cal- 
ling of God, went and thruft himſelfe in- 
to Caiphas hall, to ſee what became of 
his maiſter: & the three Worthies which 
ventured through the hoalt of the Phi- 
Iiſtims to fetch water atthe well of Be- 
thell for Dazid, whereas he might haue 


Here 


had it without danger athome. 
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Here fome may aske ,What we are te 
iudge of thoſe which yſe to walke on 
ropes on high places, and on the toppe 
of houſes : whether do ſuch men fin or 
not? Auf. Theſe men do ſo either with a 
calling or without a calling. Such as do ir 
by yertue of their lawfull calling, as Ma- 
ſons and ſuch as build churches and hou- 
ſes, and ſo by reaſon of theirtrades work. 
on high places, cannot be ſaid to tempt 
God: nay rather ſo long as they walke 
faithfully in their lawfull callings, they 
may aſſure themſclues of Gods bleſſing 
and his protection. 

But as for thoſe who to ſhew their agi- 
litie;and to make ſport, walke on ropes, 
or runne ypon the roofe of houſes, theſe 
men hauing no calling from God fo to 
do, they cannot looke for Gods prote- 
Ction; nay, they in ſo doing tempt God, 
calting themſclues vpon _— . And 
our Sauior Chriſt might a thouſand times 
better have done this which Satan wold 
haue him here to do : yet would he nor 
put kimſelfe into needleſſe daunger , left 
heſhould tempt Ged; much lefle ought 
any man elſe aduenture todo it, 
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And in this, that our Sauiour Chriſt y- 
ſcththe ordinarie way,cuenthe taires,we 
may learne,that ifany man looke to haue 
Gods proteQtion and bleſſing , he muſt 
alſo make ſure to vſe the Jawfull and | 
ordinaric meanes appointed of God,and ) 
keepe himſelfe within the compaſle of 
his calling: yea, ifwe defire to find com- 
fort in any of Gods gracious promiſes, 
we mult be wary to keepe our ſclues 
within the compaſle of his commaunde- 
ments : but if we leaue them,then we find 
no true comfort,neither haue we any pro- 
miſe of prote&tion from God, Bur ſo 
long as we walke in obedience of Gods 
commaundements, and within the com- 
paſſe ofour callings , we haue this blefled } 
promiſe from God, that his Angels ſhall 
take the care of ys, to guard and tode- 
fend vs. | 
Piſes, Againe, the dinell taketh biminto an ex- 
ceeding high monntaine.]In the ſeuen ver- | 
ſes going before, we haue heard of the 
two firſt temptations of our ſauior Chriſt; 
now followeth the third. In this third | 
temptation we are to conſider againe 


three eſpecial points:firſt,the oo 
| © 
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of the Diuel, ver. $, Secondly,the tempta- 
tion itſelfe,ver.g, Thirdly, Chriſt his an- 
{wer.yer.1o. 
And firlt of all ſeeing the Diuell doth Dot. 

| thus armehimlelfe, and comes prepared 
three times, in three ſcuerall cemprations, 
it ſhould teach vs all on our parts to pre- 
| pareourſeclues contitmally,and to be rea- 
z dyto reſiſt his temptations, 
In the Diuels preparation note two 
| parts: fiſt, hetaketh him to an exceecing 

high monataine:ſecondly,he ſhewes him 
{ all the kingdomes ofthe world, and the 
glorie of them. 

Buthow could the Diuel cary our Sa- 0liefion. 

viour Chriſt to this high mountaine?I an- Anſwer. 
> fixerhemight doit two wayes: firft, by 
vihon: ſecondly, by reall tranſpor: ing of 
his body from Ieruſalemi to this moun- 
taine, Some thinke that this was onely in 
vition : but I rather thinke our Sauiour 
Chriſt was caried locally and really; for 

our Saviour Cnriſt his temptations are 
not imaginary , but true and reall temp- 
tations; and the woras import no lefle, 
but that he was really and locally tranſ- 
ported fromthe citie to the mountaine. 
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The reaſons why the Diuell caried oiif 
Sauior Chriſt to the mountaine.are theſe: 
Firſt, becauſe the Diuell inall things de- 
fires to imitate God, and to become as it 
were Gods ape. Now we reade, that the 
Lord caried C27s/es to the mount Nebo, 
to ſhew him all the land of Canaan; fo 
tie Divell toimitate God, and by imita- 
ting God, to match him, and ſo to dil- 
grace the Lord,caricth our Sauior Chriſt 
to the mountaine, as it is likely to imitate 
Gods dealing with CIoſes, 

Secondly, the Diuell caried our Saui- 
our Chriſt to this high mountaine , as a 
molt fit and conuenient place to broach 
this his third and laſt temptation now in 
hand, 

In that the Diuell doth caric our Saui- 
our Chrilt from Jeruſalem to this hill lo- 
cally : hence we learne, that he may by 
Gods permiſſion, haue like power oucr 
the deare children of God, not once, but 
twiſe , nay thriſe, and oftentimes,We ſee 
this true in our ſaviour Chriſt the head: 
therefore ifthe Lord permit Satan, and 
by his permiſſion give the Diuell libertie 


to tranſport our bodies from place to | 
place, 
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place, we mult not be diſcouraged, See- 
ing the ſame thing befell the head, ir 
may allo befall his members, which we 
are. 
The ſecond part of the Divels prepa- 
ration, is this, that he ſhewes him all! the 
kicadomes of the world, &-c , Now con- 
cerning this, we may notthink the Diucl 
could do this in deed and truth,to ſhew 
Chriſt allthe ſeuerall kingdomes of the 
world,as they be here placed ypon carth, 
for that is a thing impollible : for there is 
no hill ſo high,that a man might fce them 
all. Nay,ita man were as kigh a5the Sun, 
and could ſee neuer fo clearely, yer he 
could but ſce the one halfe of the earth; 
and therefore we muſt know,ne ſhewed 
them in a counterfcit vifion. 

Now theſe viſions ofthe Diucll, they 
be either of the outzyard ſenſes, or elſe of 
the vnderi{tandino,Ofthe outward ſenſcs 
as the deluſions of the Dinel,making men 
thinke they ſee, that they Co net fee in- 


deed.So the Diuel is {aid toſhew Sammcl 1.Sam_ 22, 


to Sayl in a viſion in his proper nhabite: 
and this was indeed but a counterfet S.e- 
»:zet, not that true Samnel,who reficdin 
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the graue concerning his bodie, andre» 
mained in keauen concerning his foule. 

Secondly, there be falſe viſions and 
deludings of the ynderftanding; as the 
Lord ſpeaketh, that he will make the 
falſe prophcts aſhamed of their lying vi- 
ſions . And ſome of theſe vifhons come 
ynto men ſkeeping,called dreames, Det, 
L 3-1, fome come waking: as to ſuch as 
haue their braine craſed, they oftentimes 
haue vifions,and thinke therſelucs to be 
Kings or Prophets , as Johz Baptiſt, &c. 
Now concerning this viſion of Chriſt 
offered by the Diuell, he did it not onely 
to the mind of Chriſt, but alſo to his out- 
ward cye,and viſibly. 

- By this praQtiſe of the Diucil we may 
bchold his wonderfull skill and power, in 
that he can reſemble to the outward fen- 
ſes inſuch a ſtrange manner, cucn as he 
lieth, ſo great and wonderfull matters. 
And the like is done by Magicians and 
Coniurers, who by the helpe ofthe diue], 
can reveale and ſhew things done in 4 
farre countrey, or things that be loſt, in a 
_ or forthings long paſſed, can re- 
emble them re outward ſenſes in a glafle, 

Or 
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orin the aire. Sothat thoſe are deceiued 
who are of mind, that they cannot do 
this: for if the diuell could ſhew Chriſt all 
the kingdomes of the world and the glo- 
ricofthem in ſoſhortatime, then much 
more can he ſhew ſome one particular 
thing to the eye and ſenſe ofman. 

Now let vs marke the diuels drift in 
this temptation, & ſetting before Chritts 
eyes this goodly and glorious fight: ſure 
itwas to this end, that the diuell might 
by this meanes moreecaſily wind himſelfe 
into the heart of Chrilh; and therefore he 
ſers this thing before his eyes, tnat Chriſt 
might be moued by them,and rake ſome 
delight in them, and delightiag inthem 
might deſire them, and ſo Satan might in 
the end ouercome him and inſnare him, 

And this hath bene the auncient pra- 
iſe of the diuell, as Geneſ. 3. firſt, to 
moue Evahtocaſthereye vpon the ap- 
ple, to marke the beautie of it, then to 
like it, then to defire and luft after it, and 

ſo in the end to taſt of it. And thus he 
dealt with Chriſt : firft, he ſhewes this 
glorious fight, and the beautic of alltheſe 
things,thatifhe could,he might haue mo-» 
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ued him to deſire them, and fo make his 
temptation take place, 


Secing this is Sarans auncient ſubtil. 


tie, it mult warne vs to take great heed 
of our outward ſcnſes, eſpecially the two 
ſenſes of learning , namely, ſecing and 
hearing. The eyes and thecares be the 
two windowes of the Soule: and if the 
diuell can get in his head there, he will ea- 
fily wind in all his bodie, and poiſon our 


ſoules. 

We had necd therefore to counter- 
ovard cur hearts, to keepe them with all 
diligence,cucn aboue al watch and ward , 
and euermore totake heed who, & whar 
enters into our eyes and cares ,and to 
make ſure we keep carefull watch at theſe 
doores, We mult pray with Daunid: O 
Lord ſet a watch before my mouth,and keepe 
the doore of my lippes: and with holy Job, 
make a couenant with our eyes that they 
bchold no vanitie . This if we do, death 
ſhall not enter in by theſe doores and 
windowes, but we ſhall preſcrue our 
ſoules in puritie, 

Now when the diuell ſhewes our Sa- 
utour Chriſt this goodly ſhew,letys _ 
tne 


anſwered by Chriſt, © 103 
the maner: he ſhewes Chriſt all the beau- 
tic, the glorie and delight of them: not 
the troubles , vexations, calamities and 
daungers ofthem, And thus will the diuel 
deale with vs; it he would tempt any one 
to ſome ſinne, he neuer ſhewes but hides 
the miſerie and daunger, the curſes and 
calamitie that will enſue vpon that ſinne: 
but he ſhewes the profit, gaine, pleaſure, 
delight and commoditie that that finne 
will affoord them: that by this meanes he 
may bring them to his bow, and moue 
them hcadlong to ruſhinto the commit- 
ting offinne. Indeed when he hath got 
his purpoſe, and preuailed thus farre to 
bring a man intoſin,then he willlay it 0- 
pen in moſt vgly maner, andlay before a 

pooreinnerthe horror and puniſhment 

due to his ſinne, that fo he may make a 

poore ſinner breake the necke of his ſoule 

in deſpaire. 

Further,marke how the cunning diuell 
ſhewed not theſe goodly and glorious 
ſights inthe firſt or ſecond temptation, 
but reſerued them for the laſt, and that in 
great ſubtiltie, For the diuell kney very 
well, thatifany wold preuaile, then ſurc- 
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ly the deſire ofhonout, of preferment, of 
profit and pleaſure,would mouethe hearr 
of Chriſt, 

Andin this ſubtiltie he ſhewes, that 
this is a moſt daungerous tempration 
which comes from the righthand, thatis, 
which proceeds fr6 profir , pleaſure,pre- 
ferment and honour. And by this tempta- 
tion he preuailed more againſt Dazid, 
then he could when he was in great con- 
flict, and perſecuted by Sale. 

So proſperitie and caſc in the primi- 

tive Church in the dayes of Conſtantine, 
did more preuaile with Chriftians , then 
perſecution and tribulation could do for 
the ſpace of three hundredyeares before. 
And thoſe which could be moued by no 
other meanes, yet the hope ofhonor,pro- 
fite and pleaſurc hath ouercome and pre- 
uailed with them. Thus eaſe ſlayeth the 
fooliſh: proſperiticis as a flipperie way: 
and few hauing reſt are edified,and walk 
inthe feare ofthe Lord, andthe comfort 
of the holy Ghoſt, eA7.9.31. 

Like cap. 4.5. he addeth the circum- 
Nance of time, thatthe diucll ſhewed all 
thisto Chriſt in a point, or moment of 

| | time, 
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cime, in ſo ſhort a time as poſſibly might 
be, with maruellous ſpeed and celeritie, 
And this the diuell did being ſubrill, the 


' moretoinflame the heart of Chriſt to de-* 


fire them: and therefore he ſer his warcs 
open, and as it were in aglimple gaue 
him the beholding ofthe beauty of them, 
So welee, ifmen ſce ſome ſtraunge and 
beautifull thing,and haue but a bluſh or a 
litle glimpſe of it, they deſire irwith more 
eagerneſſe, and more greedily affect it. 
Euen ſo he would hauc dcalt with our 
Sauiour Chriſt, he would haue affected 
his heart with this ſuddcn and glorious 
ipetacle. | 

Now followeth the tempration it ſelfe 


intheſc words : etad [aid wnto hin, All Vearſ.g. 


theſewill I gine thee, if thou wilt fall downe 
ana worſhip me. 

Inthis temptation we muſt firſt marke 
the ſcope and drift of the diuell therein. 
In the firſt temptation he laboured to 
tempt Chriſt to diſtruſt and vnbeleefe: in 
the ſecond, to puffe him vp with vaine 
confidence and preſumprion: nowinthis 
third, he tempteth Chriſt to commit ido- 
latrie,euento worſhip the Diucll, 
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TOE _ Satahs Sophiſtrie , 
 Andtruly this hath cuer bene the pra. 
Ciſe ofthe Diuell, to ſeeke to ouerturne 
religion and good conſcience by theſe 
three things, honour, profite, and plea- 
ſures. Among Proteſtants,ard Proteſtant 
Maniſters he hath preuailed much by 
theſe meanes. When as forthe Miniſters 
of the word, many hauc in hope of profit 
and preferment, forſaken true religion& 
cleane adiured it, and raught the cleane | m 
- contrarie , cuen that which the Papiſts | d: 
hold and teach: ſo we ſec that proteltant 
Merchants for hope of gaine,do carrie o- | as 
uerto the Church of Roine all ſuch mer- | lo 
chandize of waxe, &c. as the Papiſtes vſe | hi 
to maintaine their ſuperſtitions and Ido- | th 
latrie. | 
And among common Profeſſors, me | fo 
ny ofthem to ſaue their lands,liuings,and | tc 
places, haue chaunged as religion hath | t 
changed; now Papiſts, now Proteſtants, | D 
liketo Camelions into any colour. Of | th 
this we hadexperience in Queene Ms | h: 
ries dayes: few great men remained Pro- | 
teſtants, bur yeelded to the Idolatrie of | tl 
thoſe times. | 


This third temptation hath two parts 
fir, 


= 


| firſt, a promiſe: ſecondly, a condition. 


And here the Diuell ſaith not: I will pro- 
cure thee theſe things at Gods hands; but 
in his owne name,] willgize thee alltheſe,, 


to make Chriſt depend ypon him forthe, 
to truſt in him, and to deny his confi- 


dence in God, and to relie vpon the di- 
uell for an inheritance in this world. 

In which vile practiſe of the diuell,we 
may behold his ſhameles boldnefle , who 
dares offer Chriſt the gitt of all theſe, c- 
ditionally,it he wold worſhip him: wher- 
as indeed they did all moſt properly be- 
long toleſus Chriſt himſelfe, and were 
his owne; neither had Satan any title to 
them, but onely by vſurpation. 

Andas the diuel dealt here with Chriſt, 
{ohe dealeth with molt m& of the world , 
totempt themto depend vpon him for 
the wealth of the world, and to make the 
Diuell their God, For though men deny 
this in word, and ſay, Allthey haue, God 
hath ſent it, they thanke God: yet their 
wicked practiſes ſhew the contrarie, that 
they do indeed depend ypon the diuell 
for gaine and profite : ſeeing moſt men 


gettheir goods by falſe waights and mea- 


108 Satans Sophiſtrie 
ſures,by deceit, fraud, coulinage, by ly. 


ivg {wearing & forſwearing, Now while] 


they get that they haue thus by ſuch vile 
and wicked meanes,it plainly ſhewesthat 
all they haue, they haue itot the Diuell gc 
depend ypon him for wealth, & ſo make 
him their God, though in word they de. 
ny itneuer ſo much. 

Secondly, the Divell knew Chriſt wss 

a King and that his kingdome was not of 
this world, bur ſpirituall, exerciſed eſpe- 
cially in mens conſciences : now the Di- 
uel ke labours to tempt Chrilt ro become 
an carthly King, which if it had taken 
place in Chriſt, he knew then that he 
could not be that true Meſſah, who 
ſhould raigne ſpiritually in mens conſci- 
ENnces. 

And in like maner deales the Diuell 
with the members of Chriſt: for the 
church of God hath a kingdome,and that 
is ſpiritual inthe word of God. Now the 
ſtewardſhip 15 the diſpenſation and mi- 


niſtety of the word preached,and againſt - 


this the Diuell laboureth thar it may be- 
come an earthly kingdome, not ſpirituall 


but carnall,notinthe powerof —_—_ 
t 


—— 
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but in the carnall wiſedome of mans elo- 


anſwered by Chrif. 10g 


quence.and fo by all means to ouerturne 
the true kingdome of Chriſt. 

Thirdly , we {ce here how the Diuell 
maketh very large and liberall promiſes, 
though he meant to performe nothing, 
neither couid he though he woutd, 

This muſt teach vs to Rludy that we 
may be contrary tothe Diuecl, and there- 
fore that we do warily confider what 
promiſes we make, whether the thing we 
promiſe be lawfull, and in our owne po- 
wer, and that we do it with ſincere harts, 
voide of deceit,and with purpoſe to be as 
good as our word : and when we haue 
promiſed, accordingly to pciforme our 


promifc; forthat is amarke cf Gels chik pg, 
dren, and z fruite cf the ſpirit and rue Gal.5.25, 


faith,in doing ihe Cutics of ccuitic, 
Andin that tizx< Dincl ſhewed all it cie 
vnto Chriſt.cucn tie ſeveroil kingdemes 
ofthe worid, it is maniſe he nov them 
all, and was well acquairted,and hai tra- 
uelled through them,as he cofeſſerh, 7ob.t 
7. Andir, that he could ſhew the chieteſt 
glory and beautic of them in ſich atſiozt 
time,it is clearc he was cunningin them, 


110 _ Satars Sophiſtrie 
and the ſeuerall eſtates and conditions of 
them all. 

And we ſce,that the Diuel in propoun- 
ding all theſe glorious kingdomes vnto. 
Chriſt, he did rempt him to ambition, 
that he would ſet his heart on them and 
ſo defire them, And herein note one of his 
molt principall praCtiſes, which is the o- 
verturning ofkingdomes: for the Diucll 
defireth to do the greateſt harme and 
molt miſchiefe that he can . Now in the 
ouerthrow of a kingdome , many go to 
wracke; and to effect this, he {cekes con- 
tinually to puffe men vp with ambiticn, 
that they may deſire and gape for prefer- 
ment and honor. TheLord hath in mercy 
placed ouer vs in this kingdome a gract- 
ous Prince and a Chriſtian Queene , and 
the Diuell hath longenuied this our proſ- 
peritie, and ſought ſundry by-plots and 
manifold praQtiſes to ouerthrowe our 
Nate, to cut off the head, and to caſt her | 
crowne into the duſt. And to this purpoſe 
he hath raiſed vp many wicked and re- 
bellious ſubieRs : but the Lord hath in 
mercie broughtall ro nought. And there- 


, D ; | 
fore the remembrance of this ſhould 


mouec 


anſwered by Chrift. iy 
moue ys all tothankfulneſlſe,for this great 
mercic of God in defending both Prince 
and people, and bringing to nought all 


ſuch rebellious wretches, confounding 


thoſe at2bitious heads , and all their vile 
and trecherous plots and deuices:and we 
mult ſhew this thankfulneflſe in the du- 
ties of repentance and fincere obedi- 
Encc. 

Secondly , this mult teach vs to pray 
vnto God continually, for the preſeruati- 
on of our Prince and kingdome , that he 
would euermore confound and bring to 
nought all Satanspolicies, and vile plots 
and praCtiſes of ambitious heads. And it 
is our duty,in token of true ioy and thank- 
fulneſſe, to do as the people did in the 
dayes of $4/om20n, who ſhouted ſo loud, 


and cried out,Ged [ave king Salomon, that 1.Kint4i | 


the very carth rang againe:euen ſo ſhould 
all true Chriſtians, to exprefle the ioy of 
our hearts, pray day and night, God faue 
Queene Elizabeth, 
And herein is our comfort,that though 
the Diuell with all his malice ſeckes to 
deſtroy both Prince and people, andthe 
whole kindgome, and hath his wicked 


m2 SatansSophifirie 


inſtruments to effe& the ſame: yet the ; 
Lord God hath his Angels which take F| 


care of his Church and people, andſtand 
round about them,to defend them both 
by ſea and by and, that allthe Diuels in 
hell cannot hurt them * but the Angels 
of God defend his children at home,and 
beate backall our enemies from inuading 
of vs. 

eAtheſe will T give thee] Theſe words 
arethe very words ofthe Pope of Rome, 
who as Satans vicar, hath indced the two 


hornes of the lambe , but he ſpeakes like | 


the Dragon: he makes himſelfe equallto 


God, he can(as he ſayth) ſend to heauen : | | 


and to hel,ſet vp and pul dovne Princes, 


he can do what he lift, hecanopenand | 


| off at his pleaſure, pardon finnes, and 1 
know not what:which ſhewes he ſpeakes 


the Diuels language, the language of 
Aſhdod,not of Canaan. 


Lake 4.6. The Diuell ads a reaſon fur- 


therco perſwade Chriſt : for he ſaith, Al 


theſe kingdoms are mine,and Ican fine thee 
to whom I will, 


Whore firſt the Diuell tels a loud lie, 


chalenging to himſelfe the right of all the 


king- 


- 
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kingdomes of the world:foritis the Lord 
his right alone, as we may ſee Dan.4.22. 
where the Lord ſpeakes to that proud 
king Nabuchadnezar by the minifterie of 


Damel : IT beare rule oner the kingdomes, 


and I alone (ſayth the Lord God) can gme 
them to whom: T pleaſe. So then the Diucll 
hath no power to giue them,neitherhath . 
any title to them,that he can beſtow them 
at his pleaſure:no,that belongs to God a- 
lone: yet we ſee Satan will be an yſurper 
at large, 

Secondly , marke the Diuelgarrogan- 


_ Cie and ſhameleſle boaſting , inthat he 
' dares chalenge all the kingdomes of the 


carth to himſelfe,as though he were ſouc- 
raigne Lord of them, to do with them ar 
his pleaſure . And letvsall learne by this . 
ſhameleslying and notorious beaſting of 


| thediuel,to take heed that we be not like 


him in theſe finnes, but ſtudy to be con- 
trary to him : and therefore we muſt de- 
fire and ſtudy to ſpeake the truth at all 
times, and take heed of boaſting; yea ra- 
ther let ys thinke as humbly and baſely of 


our {clues as poſſibly we can, which is a 


g00d meanes to humble and caſt downe 
I 


I-X:12.22., 


Zach.31, 
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our prowd hearts:and let ſuch know that 


are giuen to theſe ſins, to lying and vaine 
boaſting of this and that which they haue 
not, it argues great pride, and ſhewes 
they be very like the Diuell hinielfe in 
this point, | 

If thou wilt fall downe and worſhip me.] 
Here is the {econd part of the temprati- 
on:namely,the condition, and the maine 
drift of the Diuell in theſe words, is to 
brine our Sauiour Chriſt to manifeſt 1- 


& * - * Ll 
dolatric,cuento worſhip the Diuell him- 


ſelfe. 
Firſt,ſeeing the Diuell durſt be ſo bold 


to tempt our {auiour Chriſt to Idolatrie, 


and to worſhip himſelf:hence we ſee that 
the maine ſcope of the Dinel is eſpecially 
to dieface Religion, and the true ſeruice 
and worſhip of God,and therefore he aſ- 
ſaults the Church of God,and tempts me 
to bring thEto embrace herefies,ſciſmes, 
idolatry,that he might deftroy the church 
of God:and thus he became alying ſpirit 
in the mouth of fourc hundred falſe pro- 
phets at one time, And when Jehoſnah 
tne kigh Prieſt came into the Temple to 


performethe worſhip of God , heſtood 
VP 


.niſtcry ofthe Goſpell: and therefore it is 


| beaſt, which entred into Kings houſes, 


anſwered by Chriff. I15 
yp to hinder him, when he was praying 
for the good ofthe Church. And ſodoth 
he in theſe dayes ftand yp and ſeeke by 
all meanes to hinder Gods Miniſters in 
the building vp of Gods Church. When 
Chrift hath ſowne good wheate,thenthe 
Diuell ſoweth tares;and when Pax/wold 
haue gone to preach the Goſpell tothe 1.7h:28 | 
Theſſalonians , the Diuell hindred him; 
and it is his ſpeciall ſtudy to ſtop the mi- 


Mat.13s 


ſaid thac the Diuell caſt many of Gods : 

miniſters into priſon,Rexe!. 2, 10. 
Ren.16.1 7,14, therecame 3 euill and 

yncleane ſpirits out of theſmouth of the 


to turne them from the entertaining of 
the Goſpell, becauſe that Kings be either 
eſpeciall nurſes to the Goſpell, or elſe if 
Satan can preuaile with them , become 
oreateſt enemies to hinder the courſe 
of the Goſpell, Such trogges be theſe 
Seminarie Prieſts, Monkes, Friers, and 
popiſh Teſuits, which Iurke commonly in 
Kings courts,and in the places of mighty 
men. 
Then ſeeing the Diuell is ſo painefull, 

FI 
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to {top the courſe of the Goſpell,to ouer- 
rurne true religion & tne ſeruice of God: 
itrmult ſtirre vp all the Miniſters of the 
word of God,to labour and take paines, 
that their diligence in defending and vp- 
holding true religion, and building the 
church of God, may counteruaile Satans 
diligencein hindring of it, 

Secondly, it behoouerh all Chriſtians 


not onely to pray for themfelues bur ſce- 


ing the Diuell labours the ruine of the 
church, ſpecially in prevailing with Prin- 
ces and great men, we mult pray for the 


good of Gods Church and children, and 


euery tmember of it :by name,for Kings & 


Queens, &c. & good reaſon is there that 
weſhold do ſo: forin the good andflou- 
riſhing eſtate of the church we al! receive 
benefite by it, and fare the better for it. 
Thirdly, if Satan dutſt ſer vpon the 
Sonne of God, and tempt him to idola- 
trie and to worſhip the Diuell,then much 
more will he be tempting ys to the like 
ſinne, and ſet vpon finfull man to moue 
him to worſhip him, and make him. his 


God. 


Butyou will ſay, there is notie ſo mad-- 


; OO m__— 


hd 


Eee, 
od 


being againſt the word of God, they be 
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to worſhip the diucll, to make him our | 
God: oh we dehe him. | | 

True itis, men ſay they defic the Di- Anſwer, | 
uell, & ſpitat him, but alas ifwe confider_ 
their dealings, we ſhall ſee the Diuell firs 
in theirhearts,and rules there as God.Do 
but caſt our eye ypon the three maine 
Religions of the world, the religion of 
the Turke, ofthe Iew, and of the Papilt; 
and it will appeare that moſt men wor- 
ſhip the Diuell and make him their God; 
becauſe the Turke he is ignorant of the 
true God: the Tew worſhips God the Fa- 
ther, but not by Ieſus Chriſt, whom they 
deny : the Papift worſhips a falſe and 
counterfeit Chriſt forged by themſclues, 
and neuer read of in the word of God:for 
they make him a Sauiour in part, and a 
Prieſt to be creator, or the maker ofhis 
Creator, 

Thatit may appeare, that theſe three 
ſorts of people do not worſhip the true 
God, but euen the diuell himſelfe, ler vs 
marke theſe 2 principles, Firſt,that al do- 
Qrines ſet downe and inuented by man, 


concerning Gods ſeruice and worſhip, 


I 3 
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the dodtrines of Niuels: ſo ſaitrh Parnle 1, 
T1. 4.1.3. that there ſhall come falſe 
teachers, which ſhall teach do&rines of 
Diuels : and what are theſe? Vey/. 3.he 
ſaith: Such as forbid to marrie: and teach 
men that ſome meates be holy in them- 
ſclues, and ſome ynholy and not lawful 
to beeaten, The ſecond principle isthis : 
all worſhip of God deuiſed by man, being 
againſtthe word of God, is the dorines 
ct Diucls, So the Gentiles offering to 1- 
dols, Paxle ſaith they offered to Diuels: 
yet none of them intended that, but ra- 
ther by the idols offered to God. So what- 
{ocuer worſhip ſhall be invented, being 
againſtthe word of God, itis indeed the 
worſhip ofthe Diuell, not of God. 

Now by theſe two principles it appea- 
reth, that tne worſhip of God performed 
by the Turkes, and by the ewes, it is no 
worſhip of God, butthe worſhip of Di- 
uels: ſceing both ofthem worſhip the Fa- 
ther out ofthe Sonne,, And the worſhip 
of Godin Poperie,itisno better then the 
worſhip of the Diuell: ſeeing they-wor- 
ſhip God out of the true Chriſt, and haue 
torgedto themſclues a falſe counterfeit 

'_ Chriſt 


an[wered by Chriſt. | I19 " 
Chriſt. And if Pau/e might truly affirme 
of the Gentiles,that they worſhipped not 
the true God, but offered to diuels : then 
much more may ir be auouched of that 
abominable ſacrifice oftheMaſle that it is 
'  Iindeedthe worſhip ofthe diuell, ſeeing it 
is more vile 1dolatric then that of the 
. Gentiles, 
Now it will be ſaid :'T hough the Di- Obieftion, 
uell preuaile thus with them, yet he can- 
not preuaile ſo with Proteſtants, neither 
can they be ſaid to worſhip the diuell, I 
| anſiver: Thatintruththere be thouſands 4,7, 
of Proteſtants in the world who do wor- | 
ſhip the Diuell: for all thoſe which do 
onely in outward ſhew profeſle true reli- 
| gion, but in heart loue the world, ſet 
|  theirheartsypon pleaſures, profites and 
preferments, ſuch profeſſours do in truth 
make the diuell their God,& may be ſaid 
| to worſhip the Diuell. Forto whom ſoe- 
} uertheygiuetheirhearts, to them they 
do giue worſhip: but while they ſet their 
hearts on theſe things, they do not lone 
| God, neither do they belecue in God, 
andreſt ypon him as their God;and ther- 
fore they make the world their God, and 
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ſo worſhip the Diuell, 


Satans Sophiſtrie 


Fourthly, by this praGtiſe of the diuell, 


we ſcethoſe men confured, who thinke 
that the diuell cannot make aleague with 
men, as with witches, coniurers, &c, For 
we reade and know ſuch things haue bin 


done,and here we haue a manifeſt proofe 
of it: for the Diuecll offers a league to 
Chriſt: there was nothing wanting bur 
our Sauiour Chriſt his conſent, And if 
ſinfull man had bene in Chritts tiead, que- 
ſlionlefſe there had bene a league : and 
for ſo great gaine he would hauc the di- 


uell his {eruice, 


Then ſaid Teſs wnto him , Anoide $a- 
74n,cc,] Now followeth the anſwer of 
our Sautour Chriſt. And firſt in Chriſts 
anſwer, marke in propounding of it he 
victh firſt a ſpeech of indienation and of 


. defianceto the Diuell and his offer © e4- 


z20ide Satan; as though Chriſt ſhould haue 
faid: I haue heard thee blaſpheme both 
me and my Father,&haue thus long ſuffe- 
red thee, but I will ſuffer thee no longer, 
getthee hence Satan, I will not youch- 


ſafe to anſiver to thy temptations any 


more. s 
Marke 


anſwered by Chriſt. 0 121 

Marke here in the anſwer of Chriſt, 
thathe was content to indure the diuels 
temptations and reproches , which con- 
cerned his owne perſon: but when he is 


{bold to blaſpheme God his Father, he 


| © canindure himno longer. Now when he 


makes challenge and claimes title to all 
the kingdomes of the world, as though 
ke were Lord of them, and could beftow 
them at his pleaſure, therein he blaſphe= 
med God his Father. 


Then this teacheth vs, that if we ſhall ſe. 


heare vngodly wretches blaſpheme the 
name of God, we may not indure it, but 
haue indignation and great diſlike of it. 
And if we heare black-mouthed Rab/ſhe- 
kahs blaſpheme the holy name of God, 
by ſwearing, curſing, banning , we muſt 
be touched with griefe, to heare the glo- 
rious name ofour God diſhonoured, and 
if time and place require , manifeſt our 
diſlike in open reprehenfion ofit. When 
eThab and [:za5el being both wicked, 
heard that Naboth had blaſ] phemed God, 
theyrent their cloathes in token of ſor- 
row, So when Hezechiah heard the blaſe 


phemies of Rgb/ekgh, he renthis cloths 


Ta Sumo 
and was very much gricued for. it. When 
_ :Kin.29:3t Danidheard the Gentiles ſay”, where is 
now their God? this blaſphemous ſpeech 

Pfal. 42-3. did greatly affe& him,ſo as his very teares 


 themenof Sodome, did much affect Zor, 
and vexc his righteous ſoule, 2,Per.2,8. 
Andas all men multbe grieued to heare 
wicked men blaſpheme the name of 
God, ſo eſpecially thoſe that be gouer- 
nours of others, and by name, maiſtersof 
families: as Danid ſaith P/al, 101. he 
l would not ſuffer atalebearer in his houſe, 
it much lefle a blaſphemer. And the Magi- 
# ſtrate is eſpecially bound to looke tothis, 
ſceing itis the law of God, that the blaſ- 


this law is perpetuall. And it a man for 
ſpeaking a word of diſgrace againſt the 
perſon of the Prince wittingly and wil- 
lingly, ſhall iuſtly loſe his life : then he 
that isa blaſphemer, and ſpeakes to the 
diſgrace of the eternall God, is much 
more worthie todie a thouſand deaths, 
Secondly, by this anſwer of Chrift, we 
learnehow to behaue our ſelues when 
any ſhall go aboutto perſwade ys to de- 


wetc his drinke, And the bad ſpeeches of 


phemer ſhould be ſtoned to death : now. 


_#x#[wered by Chr:[f. 123 
partfromhis Church, to renounce true 
religion; we muſt accompt of them in 
that reſpe&as the inſtruments of Satan, 
If the father ſhould ſecke to withdraw his 


owne child from the true religion , the 


ſonne muſt not ſpare the father, but muſt 


calt thefirſt ſtone at him, Dex. 13. And 


when Peter wold haue diſſwaded Chriſt aar.r6.23 
from going to Icruſalem, he faith: Gee * 


thee behind me Satan: though he was an 
excellent Apoſtle, yet in this Chriſt ac- 
compts of him as ofthe very diuell, 
Againe, inthat Chriſt bids Satan now 
auoide, and will diſpute no longer with 
him; we muſt hereby learne how to an- 
{wer the diuell in his temptations:though 
atthe firſt, when his temptations be more 
mild, we may reply by the word of God, 
yet when Satan ſhall be more violent in 
his aſſaults, we muſt imitate our Sauiour 
Chriſt, and bid him auoide, and diſpute 
no more with him, And yhatſocuer he 
ſhall bring againſt vs, when wearenot a- 
ble to anſwer him, yer let vs hold the 
maine concluſion in the word of God, 
not vouchſafing him an anſwer. 
It £ written] Secing that our Sauiour 
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Satans Sophiftric 
Chriſt now the third time anſwers the 
Diuell by the ſcriptures,ſaying, /r #5 wru- 
tex: welearne that the written word be. 
leeued and ynderftood, is the moſt ſufh- 
cient weapon to confute & to confound 
Satan and his vile temptations,el{e Chriſt 
would not' now cuen the third time haue 
made choiſe ofthis weapon, 1t z5 written 
againe, 

This confutes the Papiſts, who make 
ewo Scriptures,one vnwritten & inward, 
which is traditions, the conſent of the fa- 
thers which hauc liued inall ages;and the 
other written in the holy ſcriptures. Now 
they do make their vnwritten ſcriptures, 
asthey callthem, andthe conſent of fa- 
thers, to be of equall authoritie with the 
written word of God, which our Sauiour 
Chriſt doth ſhew here,to be the molt po- 
werfull meanesto repell all Satans temp- 
tations, And the holy ſcriptures which 
they call a dead letter, & make as though 
it had no powerin it, euen this alone is 
the ſword of the {piritto confound ſatan: 
and therefore damnable is that their do- 


Ctrine , which ſo abuſeth the holy Scrip» 


tures,and ſer yp the erronious traditions 


t. 
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offinfull men For ifthe written word had 
bene bur a dead letter, our ſauiour Chriſt 
would ncuer haue made choiſe of it a- 
boue all other weapons, three ſeuerall 
times to confute Satan, euery time an- 
{wering, /t 1 written. 

Secondly, by this anſwer of Chriſt, 
ſaying, {t is written,we learne how to be= 
haue our ſelues when any ſhall ſeeke to 
turne vs from true Religion, toembrace 
falſc Religion,though we cannot anſwer 
their arguments, bur they let ſuch a co- 
louron them by their witand eloquence, 
and ſceme to dzzlc our eyes that we can 
not ſce their deceits;yet we muſt ſticketo 
the (criptures , and cleauefaſt to the text 
of the Bible:& if we find but one ſentece 
inal the Bibleto perſwade vs of the truth 
of Religion, we muſt hang vpon it with 
both hands,and let not our hold go; nay 
it muſt be of more force and credit with 
vs, then a thouſand arguments that 
tendtothe contrary. 

Thou fhalt worſhip the Lord thy God ons 
&,] Intheſe words is contained the an« 
{wer of our ſfauiour Chriſt to the third 
temptation of the Diuell. The words are 


126 Satans Sophiftrie 
taken out of Dear. 6. 13, where they are 
read thus, Thoy ſhalt fearethe Lord thy 
God,and ſerae him, Now there may ſeeme 
to be ſoine difference in the words, as 
they be alleaged by Chriſt : for in that 

lace of Deateronomy it is ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
feare the Lord thy God:our ſauior Chriſt 
ſaith, Thouſhalt worſhip. Againe, our ſa- 
uiour Chriſt addes a word, which is not 
added by CMeſerin thatplace, nameiy, 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God 
onety: this word oxely is not in that text of 
Moſes. 

But if we vnderſtand two points con- 
cerning the alleaging of ſcripture, there 
will appcare to be no difference; the firſt 
is this, that Chriſt & his Apoſtles in their 
alleaging of ſcripture, do not ſomuch 
ſticke tothe very fillables, as ayme atthe 
ſenſe of the ſcriptures which they alleage, 
The ſecond thing is this, that our ſauiour 
Chriſt is alleaging ſcripture, ſeekes to 
expound ſcripture, and toopen it inal- 
leaging of it; and ſo doing, he may well 


addeaword, when as the word he addeth 


maketh much for the meaning of the 


eext, 
And 


anſwered by Chrif., 127 

And thus Chriſt in this place chaun- 
geth the word, not miſtaking ofit, butra- 
ther tocxponnd 4Zoſes; for whereas Mo- 
fes ſaith, Thor ſhalt feare the Lord, he 
meaneth that religious feare whereby 
we feare God, and worſhip him. Now 
our ſauiour Chriſt he ſaith, Thou ſhalt 
worſhip,ſhewing 4Zoſes meant thar feare 
whereby we do with reuerence and bow- 
ing of the body and adoring of God 
worthip him , moued thereunto by reli- 
ojous feare, either in praying for ſome 
mercy we want , or giuing thankes for 
ſome benefite receiued. 

Apaine, Chriſt in alleaging this text 
of Scripture,he 2ddes a word,yet ſo,as he 
doth it without any fault: for though this 
word(zlone) be notin /Zofes his text exe 
preſly ſet downe;yet it is included, andin 
ſenſe it is vnderſtood: for where he ſaith 
inthe thirteenth verſe, 7 hor ſaalt feare the 
Lordjand ads no more; in the fourteenth 
yerſe he faith, Thou ſhalt notwalke after 
any other gods; ſo that aman may _ 
perceive he did in ſenſe includeit,tho 
not expreſle it in words : and thus we ſee 

our {auiour Chrift cleared, 


123  Satans Sophiſirie 

In the text of ſcripture alleaged by 
Chriſt, note two points : firſt, what this 
worſhip and feare is: ſecondly, to whom 
worſhip is due. . 

Firſt , worſhip taken generally, ſigni- 
fiech the giuing of honor and reuerence 
to another . Now this honour is cither 
Ciuill or divine, Ciuill honour is that out- 
ward reuerence we giueto men, by pro- 
{trating of the body , or bowing of the | 
kneezand the end of thiscinill worſhip is, 
that thereby we might acknowledge | 
another to be our ſuperiour: and therfore } 
"| it is giuen of ſubiectsto Princes, or of in- | 
F . feriours to thoſe that by ſome mcanes 
nh are their ſuperiours, And thus [acob wor- | 
ſhipped,thatis,gaue ciuil worſhip to&/a |) 
ſcuen times, Geneſ: 33, 3.This renerence 
Abraham gauc to the Hittites,Gez.23.7, 
and Zottothe Angels bowed himſclfeto 
the ground,Ger.19.1,where he gaue them | 
onely ciuill worſhip and honour,So then 
it is manifeſt by theſe examples , that we 
may lawfully bow and bend the knee 
and kneele to Princes, to giue them this 

«= | , 

ciuill honour, thereby ſhewing we do 
acknowledge them to þe placed aboue | 
vs 
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anſwered by Chrift. 129 
vs inauthoritic and dignitic in the world 
by God, | 

The ſecond kind of honour is divine 
orreligious worſhip , when we giue ſuch 
honour to another, that-rhereby we do 
aſcribe divinitie & divine poxyer vnto it, 
acknowledging thereby that tt is fom 
diuine thing aboue all creatures. this 
wedo, firſt, when we aſcribe _ 
headto it, and make ir God: ſecondly, 
when we aſcribe Gods attributes to it, as 
omnipotencie, prouidence, &c. thirdly, 
when we acknowledge itto be the crea- 
cor and maker of all things: tourthly, 
when we acknowledye it to be the giuer 
of thoſe good things we enioy , and the 
defender of vs from cuill, 

This diuine worſhip is cither inward 
inthe heart,or — inthe body. In- 
ward diuine worſhip is when a man gives 
his heart to any thing, by belecuing in ir, 
by loving of ir, and reioycing init aboue 
all other creatures; and that becauſe it 
hath in itthe godhead,or diuine nature, 
or is God, becauſe it hath the attributes 
of God,becauſe it is the Creator and de- 
fender of all things , or elſe becauſe ir 
K 
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739 Satans Sophiftrie 
giucs vs all good things, and keepeth-ys 
tromall euill. 


The outward dtuine worſhip, is when | 


a man any wayes by proſtrating himſelfe 
and bowing of his body,dothit to mani- 
feſt his faith, hope, Iloue, confidence, 
feare,or any gift in his hart,thereby con- 
feſfing it 1s his Creator,defender and pre- 


ſeruer. 


So then here is a manifeſt difference 


betweene outward ciuill worſhip , and 
that divine worſhip which is outward: 
becauſe by that civill worſhip we do only 
acknowledge them to whome we do it, 
to be our ſuperiours; bur by this outward 
diuinc worſhip,we do acknowledge that 
to which we dothis worſhip to be God, 
Creator and defender of ys and all other 
things. 

Now in this place our fauiour Chriſt 
meaneth not that ciuill worſhip , but 
he vnderſtandeth outward diuine wor- 
ſhip. | 

There is another ſeruice mentioned, 
which is feare:when we giue & performe 
obedience to another, it is either a ſer- 


uice abſolute or in part : abſolute,when 
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| anſwered by Chrift. I3T 
' we obey the commaundement of ano- 
ther ſimply without all exception: when 
we obcy another, not onely outwardly 

in body, but inwardly in ſoule, will, affe- 
Rions,and with the conſcience: and this 

is proper to God alone, neither may this 

abſolute obedience be giuen to any crea- 

ture,onely God alone is to haue this ab- 

ſolute worſhip , ſo as we mult obey him 
without all exceptions or queſtion, and 

thatin body, ſoule,will,affeCtions,and in 

the very conſcience. 

There is a ſecond ſeruice, which is 
only in part, which we may give tomen, 
as to the Magiſtrate being in authoritie 
aboue vs,vnder God;for God hath giucn 
them leaue to make lawes,and powerto 
give commandements; and they muſt be 
obeyed in ciuill things, yet with conditi- 
on,[nthe Lord, ſo long as their comman- 
dements ftand and agree with Gods c6- 
mandements.Again,they muſt be obeyed 
onely with our bodies:their lJawes cannot 
reach vnto mens hearts and conſciences, 
to bindthem . And of theſe two in this 
place,we are to ynderſtand that obediEce 
which is abſolute, to obey the comman- 
| K 2 
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dement of the Lord abſolutely and fim- 
ply without conditionorexception,cuen 
in all things whatſocuer he commaunds 
ys: following hercin ourfather Abraham, 
who to performe obedience to the Lord, 
forſooke his nariue countrey , and was 
ready to offer his ſon, his onely ſonne, his 
beloued ſonne,his ſonne 1zah, the ſonne 
of the promiſe. _ 

Now followeth the perſon to whom 
this worſhip muſt be giuen, This divine 
worſhip, whether outward or inward, is 
due to God alone, neither may it be gi- 
uen to any other creature, though neuer 
ſo excellent. And this is taught vs plainly 
by Chriſt his anſwer, andit is agreeable 
to the firſt and ſecond commandements, 
where we are forbidden expreſly to giue 
this divine and religious worſhip cither 
to any creature,or to idols , but we mult 
haue and acknowledge Ichouah to be 
our God alone,R exel.19.10, when lohr 
was aboutto worſhip the Angell, and to 
giue him ſome part of this diuine wore 
ſhip, he forbids him, and tels him that he 
is but his fellow ſeruant, and chargeth 
John to worſhip God alene, - 
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|  anfwercdbychrih. x 
' Sothen hr wich = bene Fey 
we ſec how fitly our Sauiour Chriſt an- 
frered the diucl], and alleaged this place 
of Scripture toſtop his mourh, The diuell 
had ſhewed himall the kingdomes ofthe 
world and the gloric of them all: and tels 
Chriſt,iffo be he wold but acknowledge 
him to be the giuer of them, he would be- 
ſtow them all ypon him. Now our Saui- 
our Chriſt anſwereth , that he may not 
vive that honour to him, which belon- 
geth to Godalone andtonone elle, 

Firſt, we learne from this anſwer of 
Chriſt, that it is not lawfull for vs ro giue 
this diuine worſhip cither inward or out- 
ward to any creature, thogh neuer ſo ex- 
cellent; neither to Angels, nor Saints:be- 
cauſe itis peculiar and properto God a- 
| lone, Andtherfore ifany mi ſhal proſtate 
| his bodiebefore Saints to pray vnto the, 
| hemaketh them noleſſe then Gods, in 
gluing them that priuiledge which is pro- 
per to God: namely, to ſearch the heart, 
| ] thattheycanheare ourprayers, that they 
be omnipotent, omnipreſent, that is, pre= 
ſentin all places atonce, with all things - 
which canbe affirmed of none but God 
K3: 
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alone, And yet this is the common pra- 
Qtiſe of the Papilts, ro yecld this diuine 
worſhip to Saints,and dead men and wo- 
men, aud to adore and worſhip them, 
But the Papiſts anſwer : They do not 
worſhip Saints with that worſhip which 
belongs to God,neither do they worſhip 
them as Gods. Why,no more would the 
Dwell here haue Chriſt ſo todo, neither 
durſt he preſume to tempt Chriſt to wor- 
ſhip him as God , but to acknowledge 
him to be the giuerofall the kingdomes 
ofthe earth. And the Diuell requires no 
more but outward worſhip : and yet our 
Sauiour Chrift tels him , that this out- 
ward worfhip which he demaunded,was 
properto God alone, and none may or 
oughtto haue ir, ſauc he alone. Now the 
Papiſts do giue that to Saints, which 
Chriſt denyeth to the Diuell: for they a- 
uouch, that Saints can deliver them from 
this diſeaſe and that diſeaſe . They make 
them patrons not onely of priuate men, 
but of whole kingdomes and countries 
as of Italie $, Martin, of Spaine S. Tamer, 
of England $. George,c, Now to giue 2: 
kingdome ( which Chriſt denied to on 
ht : PAT. tan} - 
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« 
tan) is alefle matter, then to be a patron 
ofa kingdome: for one may giuec a king- 
dome, that cannot defend a kingdome. 


Nay in truth, whatſocuer they ſay,they 
make the Saints gods : for they pray voto 
them, they make them interceſſors for 
them ynto God, to procure them fauour 
in things concerning the life to come. 
They call the Virgin Mary the Queene 
of heauen,they make Chrilt to be her yn- 
derling and a punie: for they pray her to 
commaund her ſonne, and to cauſe him 
to heare their prayers, which is to make 
hereuen aboue God himſelfe, And ther- 
fore in truth they giue more to Saints, 


then the Diuell required of Chriſt, 


Againe they anſwer: That which may 0b;:&joz. 


be done to earthly Princes , may much 
more be done to Saints in heauen. Now 
lay they, we kneele and bow to earthly 
Princes, and do reuerence tothe chaire of 
Eſtate: why then may we not to Saints ? 


Butwe anſwer them : It is true , we do 4#/rr 


kneele and bow vnto earthly Princes, 
butallchis that we do, we do it not fo 
much to their perſons, as to that autho- 


ritie God hath laid ypon them; and we 
K 4 
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do it, onely to ſhew our ſubieCtion vnto 
them, But to kneele to Saints is no token 
of ciuill honour, as this is which we giue 
to carthly Princes,vur a part of divine ho- 
nour. For by that, they do acknowledge, 
that the Saints can heare their prayers, 
ſearchthe hearts, that they be omnipo- 
tent, and preſent in cuery place, which 
7 honour is due to God alone, 

Tk hat ho. Yet though we may not thus adore 
= 2our z-due Saints as the Papiſts do, we do acknow- 
W zoSaints. Jedgea certaine honour due vnto them: 
4 _ this honour ſtands in three things. 
Firſt, by giuing thankes to God for them, 
in that the Lord hath giuen his Church 
in former times ſuch worthy inſtruments, 
Secondly, by a reuerent eſtimation of 
them, in that we accompt of them as 
the friends of God. Thirdly, by honou- 
ring them, though not with diuine wor- 
ſhip, yetby imitaringrtheir yertues : and 
this is all thathonour we owe ynto the 

Saints departed, 
Pet. Nowif thatthe adoring of Saints be 
flat vnlawfull and forbidden, then it is 
notlawfull to appoint and dedicate ſo- 
lemne dayesynto them, to faſt for them, 
0 
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to worſhip them, to worſhip their re- 
liques: alltheſe be vnlawfull, and yet c6- 


mon among the Papilts, Neither can the 


Church ofRome iuſtly accuſe vs of the* 


like , though we haue and retaine the 
names of Saints dayes in the church of 
England ; becauſe we dedicate thoſe 
dayes not to the worſhip of Saints as 
they do, but to the ſeruice and worſhip 
of (30d alone. 


We mult mark how our Sauior Chriſt ya 


in alleaging and expounding of Moſes, 
ioynes worſhip and feare together: to 


ſhew , that none cantruly worſhip God, - 


but they that do truly feare God, 
Men commonly think they haue done 
enough if they come to church on dayes 


appointed, liſten awhile to the word,re- : 


ceiue the Sacraments; they thinke this is 
all the worſhip of God that he requires, 
though they want the feare of God in 
their hearts: but alas all this is to no Pur- 
poſe, ifmen want the feare of God , and 
praQtiſe iniuſtice in their particular cal- 
lings. Readethe firſt of E/a. verl. 14. The 
Lord hates all the ſeruice and worſhip 
which the Iewes offcred him: not ſimply, 


1! 
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becauſe theſe things were vulawfull in 


Mich. 6.6, themſclues, for the Lord had commaun- 


Pt 3. 


dedthem: but becauſe they ioyned not 
to the ſeruice of God, the feare of God, 
but their hands were full of crueltie and 
iniuſtice, and they praftiſed no mercie to 
men : and whatſocuer men profeſſe in the 
worthip of God, and ſhew not the feare 
of God, and conſcience in their particu- 
lar callings and dealings with men , all is 
but hypocriſie. 

Whereas we teach that a man may be 

certainely perſwaded by faith of his ele- 
Qion and faluation: the Papilts ſay, we 
cannot proue it out of the word of God. 
Now what though we cannot find this 
ſentece in ſo many words: (I am eleted) 
yet as our Sauior Chriſt by alleaging Scri- 
pture gathered the ſenſe of it : ſo may we 
without blame gather that out of the 
word which is the ſame in ſenſe , which 
we hold inthis point, 

We ſcceit is ourdutic not only to wot- 
ſhip God with outward worſhip of the 
bodie, but with inward worſhip in the 
ſoule, mind, will , affeQions, and in the 
conſcience. Panle he preached the Gol- 


pel 
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pell of God ynto the Corinthians , to 
bring theiryery thoughts into ſubieCtion: 
that 15, ſo to order them, that they might 
not thinke any thing but that which was 
holy and according tothe will of God. 


Then the dimell left him, ec. In this Perſ- 12, 


yerſe is ſet downe the third and laſt part 
ofthe conflicts of Chrift with the diuell: 
namely , the iſſue and eyent of them, 
which is that glorious victorie and con- 
queſt which our Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt got 
againſt the diuell , And this is the moſt 
principall part of all the reſt. For what 
comfort could we haue had in Chrifts 
temptations, inthe preparation , in the 
conflicts and ſcuerall temptations,vnlefle 
Chriſt had vanquiſhed Satan, and got 


the victorie? Nay allthe comfort of Gods, © 


children ſtands in this vicorie of our 
Lord and Saujour Teſus Chrift : becauſe 
now Chriſt tood in ourſtead, and was 
tepted for our ſakes : ſo that he being our 
head, and getting viRtorie ouer the diuel, 
the Church and every member of the 
ChurchinTeſus Chriſt, gotviRorie ouer 
Satan. 7 

In the yiftorie we ate to obſerue two 


- 
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things. Firſt, that the Diuell departed 
from him. Secondly, the Angels mini- 
fred vnto him. In this departing of the 
Diueli from Chrift, we may behold the 
vnſpeakable goodnefſe of God to his 
Church, for that which befell Chriſt, be- 
falleth the Church of God. Now the Di- 
uell hauing tempted Chriſt inthree ſeue. 
rall and ſore temptations, he encountred 
him in all three, and reſiſted the Diuell in 
all his temptations: and then the Di- 
uell leaueth him, and goeth his way. 
Wherein we ſee the endlefſe loue of 
God, inthathe puts an end to the affii- 
ions of his Church,though they be ma- 
ny and ſore, yet they ſhall laſt buta time 
nn and haue an end. So the Lord ſpeaketh 
 2.S4%7-14 of Sa/omer: If befinne TT will chaſtiſe him 
.} with the rods of men, & with the plagues 
ofthe children ofmen: ſuch as ſhould not 
be too extreame, but that he ſhould: be 
able to beare. So the Prophet Habacnch, 
he in the firſt chapter breaketh out into 
impatient ſpecches, for the afflictions of 
the Church: but chap. 2. yerſ. 3.the Lord: 
bids him weze, and tels him, it ſhall be a- 


mended, andthat he will put an end to 
| . their 
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their miſerics : the Lord hath promiſed 
that he will not ſuffer his children to 
be tempted aboue that they ſhall be able 
tobeare, but ſhall find a bleſſed iſſue of 


rheir temptations . The two Prophets 


which were (laine for doing their meſ- Rev.11.ver. 
ſage, and for the teſtimonie of Ieſus , lay 32-7 


ynburied three dayes and an halfe : bur 
after the Lord puts into them the ſpirit 
of life againe,and they reuiued,and tood 
vp before the Lord, and they that ſaw 
them ſhallbe afraid, and ſee them aſcend 
yp into heauen , So that we may ſee, the 
Lord in mercic puts an end to all the af 
fliftions of his children. 

And this we may ſee by dayly experi- 
ence, ſomeof Gods children are viſited 
with gricuous and fearefull temptations, 
ſome halfe ayeare, ſome a whole yeare, 
ſome,two, three, foure, ten ycares,yer at 
eng the Lord giues them a good ifſue, 
and putsanend to their miſeric; and in 
ſtead of horror of conſcience,ſends them 
comfort; and in ſtead of priefe , ioy vn- 
ſpeakable. And though the Lord ſhould 
ſuffer them to be tempted all their life 
long tiltheir dying day, yet th the Lord 


Pet. 


Vſ[es. 
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wold giue them a bleſfled ifſue of all their 
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milſeries, and fill their ſoules with excce- 
ding comfort. 
Here we ſce a notable difference be. 


tweene the firſt 4dam and the ſecond 


eAdam , The firſt eAdam was tempted, 
and yeelded to Satans temptations, and 
ſuffered the Diuell to enter into his hart: 
the ſecond Adams Teſus Chriſt, he was 
likewiſe tempted , yet he yeelded notto 
the leaſt aflaulr of the Diuell , neither 
could he cuer enter into his holy heart, 
bur departeth from him , and is faine to 
leaue him. 

In this departure of the Diuell from 
Chriſt, firſt, marke when he departed: 
ſecondly, for how long he departed. 

For the firit, Then the Dinell left him, 
that is, after the three temptations were 
ended, and Chriſt had in great indignati- 
on bid him auoide Satan,tor his blaſphe- 
_ ſpeeches , then the Diuell depar- 
ted, WES 
Here we ſee the beſt way to put the 
Diuellto flight, and to giue himthe re-- 
pulſe: namely,to refilt him at the firſt,and 
giuc him no ground.Bur as $./ames faith, 


Reſt 
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| Reſiit the dixell, and he will fue from thee: 1, RY | 


whe as we depend on Gods word, & the 
bleſſed promiſes of the Goſpell, praying 
for grace from God to refift ſatam;he ſhal 
neuer preuaile againſt vs,but will depart, 
And therefore it is but fooliſhneſle to 
thinke or imagine that he can he put to 
flight by muficke,merry companie,ſports 
and paſtimes,or ſuch like yanities:bur the 
onely meanes to cauſe him to depart , is: 
the word and prayer,by them alone he is: 
reliſted, 

They take a bad courſe, who thinke 2. 
they may yeeld to Satans temptations 
when the are yong , and purpoſe in their 
old ageto refilt him: but if we eueryeeld 
ynto him, we do ſet openthe doore of 
our hearts vnto the Diuel,we do willing- 
ly receiue him,and bid him welcom, and 
then he will not cafily be driven away: 
nay we ſhall find it a hard matter, if not 
impoſiible,to put him toflight in our old 
age. Butas men in adrophie, themore 
they drinke, the mote they defire : ſo the 
| more men yeeld to his temptations , the 
more violently will he ſet ypon them, 
| After that our ſauior Chriſt ſaith ynto 
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him, Axoide Satan , preſently he depar- 


teth, and is obedient to his commaunde- 


ment. What, was this any vertue in the. 


Diuel co obey Chriſts comandement?No 
lurely, it was no vertue in the Diuell: for 
we are to ynderſtand, there be two kinds 
of obedience,one is voluntary and chear- 
full , the other by conftraint and forced. 
Voluntary obedienceis that, when any 


of the creatures of God do willingly 


through Gods grace mouing them, obey 
the commaundement of God, as all the 
good Angels of God , and Aaam before 

is fall, and all the children of Ged that 
be cffeQually called, iuftified and fanQi- 
fied, do willingly and with chearfulnefle 
yecld obedience ynto God in part, Be- 
fides this, there is a conſtrained obedi- 
ence, when one is vrged and compelled 
whether he will ornot to obey another; 
as one that is a malefaRtor, being con- 
demned to die, he is obedient andyecel- 
deth himiclfto death, he fubmitteth him 
ſelfe, becauſe he mult neither will nor 
chooſe, So the Diuell here obeyecth the 
voice of Chriſt , and departcth at his 
commaundement; but this obcdiencein 


him - 
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him is no vertue, becauſe he was com- 
pelled todo it, and could do none o0- 


therwiſe. 
And that which here befell the Diuel, 


ſhall befall all wicked and impenitenr 
ſinners: if they will not now obey the 
commandement of Chriſt, torepent and 
belecue the Goſpell, they ſhall one day 
inſpite of their teeth be conſtrained, wiil 
they nil they, to obey that comandement 
at the laſt day of iudgement, Depart ye 
curſed into enerlaſting fire, prepared for the 


 dinell andhis angels, The conlideration of 


this one point,ſhould moue all men now 
in thetime of grace, toyeeld hearty and 
willing obedience to the voice of Chritt, 
in repenting and turning to God, leſt one 
day we be conſtrained to yeeld to our 
etcrnall confuſion. 

Loke 4.13 he faith, Yhen the dinel had 
ended all the temptation, then he departed. 


: Where we may note,that before the Di- 


vell left our Sauiour Chriſt, he imployed 
all hismight, skill, ſubtiltie and fraud in 
tempting of Chriſt, And from this mali- 
cious praGtiſe of the Diuell , we may ga- 


| ther that Chrift was tempted with no 


L 
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ſmall and cafie temptation , but that he 
was tempted in the higheſt degreethat 
could be: for the Diuell made an end of 
his temptations before he left him , and 
had his wil in tempting of him, and ther- 
fore, no queſtion, in thefe three maine 
temptations that we haue ſpoken of, he 
tempted him as much as he could, an4 
ſhewed his greateſt extremiric and fraud. 
And this may appearc,inthat the Angels 
were faine tocome and comfort our Sa- 
uiour Chriſt: ſo thathe was not tempted 
with ſome light and ordinary temprati- 
035, but in moſt extreame maner,ſo as his 
heart within him was in perplexitie, an- 
guiſh and griefe, yet without all finne. 

yſex And this may miniſter comfort to the 

children of God, if any man be tempted 
with ſome grieuous tempration,in ſome 
wondrous and fearefull maner, that he is 
almoſt at the point of deſpaire, yet let 
him Ray himſelfe, and lethim not tainke 
that therefore he is a caſt away : for here 
we ſee, that Teſus Chrilt the ſon of God 
was tempred in the higheſt degree that 
might be, and therefore the deareſt ſer- 
uants of God may be extremely tempted. 


Wwe 


We muſt learne from hence to ſuſpend 


| ol x vo ol by warts. _ &7 


Pſe te 


our iudgements:and if we ſee any ſo fear- 


fully tempted, and their tentations ſo ex- 
treme and grieuous, that they ſay of them 
ſclues that they be caſt-awayes, or that 
while they yetliue they are already in hel; 
let vs take heed mo be not too raſh in 
condemning of them , neither let vs 


ſpeake orthinke of them as caſt-awayes: 


for our Sauiour Chriſt was tempted in 
the higheſt meaſure that could be, and 
why then may not theſe kind: of tempta- 
tions befall = deareſt children of God? 
Therefore that which is written of Frar- 
cs Spira, that he was a reprobate and a 
calt-away, was penned very inconfide- 
rately , though he affirmed the ſame of 
himſelf; for there did nothing befall him, 
which may not befall a child of God: for 
we ſee that our Sauiour Chriſt himfelfe 
was temptedin the greateſt meaſure that 
might be, and we haue dayly experience 
trom time totime,that ſome of the deare 
children of God haue bene in like ſort 
aflaultedto deſpaire for a time, to thinke 
themſelues reprobates and caſt-awayes, 
yet it hath pleaſed the Lord in time to 
L 2 
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reſtore them to the feeling of his loue, 
and they haue continued the faithfull 
ſeruants of God till their dying day. 

And in thatit is ſaid, the dine/ departed 
aſſoone 245 he had ended ail his temptations: 
we may gainer, that theſe three where- 
with he aſſaulted our Sauiour Chriſt,they 
be the moſt principall temptations of the 
Diuell, and the very ground of all other 
his temptations: and therefore it ſhall be 
good for ysto learne to know them,&the 
daunger of them , that we may arme our 
ſelues by the example of Chriſt againſt 
them eſpecially. 

The ſecond circumſtance to be marked 
in the Diuels departure, is that which S. 
Lake addeth , though it be not expreſſed 
in Mather; namely, that the Diuell left 
Chriſt,þzt for a ſeaſon;but we neuer reade 
that the Diuel] did tempt our Sauiour 
Chritt after this, but once ypon the croſle: 
then indeed the Diuell and all his Angels 
ſet ypon him, Cole]. 2. 15, Tanſwer, the 
- Diuell tempts either by himſelfe, or elſe 
by wicked men, Itis true indeed,we reade 
not thatthe Diuell did ever tempt Chriſt 
after his departure from him , but once 
_ when 
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when he was onthe crofſe;buthe ſetwic- 
ked men a worke in perſecuting of him 
cotinually, Sohe tempted Exah but once 
by himſelfe,but no doubt he tempted her 
after many times by other meanes, 

Secondly,the Diuell tempts by his in- 
ſtruments , namely , by wicked aud vn- 
godly men: and thus he tempted e-Laam, 
not by himſelfe, but by Exah:ſo he temp- 
ted ob, notonely by himſelfe, in cafting 
the houſe vpon his children , but alſo by 
his vile inſtruments the Sabeans and 
Caldeans, whom he ſet aworke to rob 
and ſpoile him, and after by his miſta- 
king friends, | | 

So though we reade notthatthe Diuel 
did tempt Chriſt all his life time after this 
by himſelf, yet did he it by his inſtrumets, 
as the Sctibes and Phariſics , the cruell 
lewes,yea by Herod, Pontizns Plate, An- 
as; and Caiphas, and the reſt: he neuer 
ceaſed tempting of him after this; and 
theſe temptations by his vile inſtruments 
were very great and grieuous ynto his ſa- 
cred ſoule. 

Secing the Diuell tooke this courſe to 
tempt Chriſt, andthen - deparrt for a 

Rs 
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while, and after to returne again: we may 


ſee what is the eſtate of Gods Churchin 
this world, namely, that the Church of 


God ypon earth is ina continuall inter- 
courſe of afflitions : now afflicted: after 
the Lord giues it peace for a time: and 
then the Lord ſendeth afflitions againe: 
and as winter followes ſommer, ſo doth 
joy affitions. 

This being the eſtate ofthe Church of 
God vponeatth,a continuall intercourſe 
of afflitions,we muſt then learne what is 
our owne particular eſtate while we liue 
inthe Church, namely, aſtate that is ina 
continuall intercourſe of troubles and 
afflitions. If we now inioy peace and 
reſt, we muſt make account it cannot al- 
wayes endure, but there muſt come a 
change:and therefore we muſt beware in 
time of peace to prepare our ſclues a- 
gainſt the time of affliction and of*triall, 
and perſwade our ſclues the Sunne will 
not alyayes ſhine , but this ſtate will 
change,and triall wil come, It followeth, 

eZnd behold the eAngels came and mu- 
#iſtred vnto him.” ]Here is now the ſecond 


part of the victory : when as our Sauiour 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt had foiled the Diuell, and puthim 
to flight, then the Angels come and mi- 
niſter vnto him, to comfort him after this 
tedious combar. 

Behold] This word isa word of won- 
der,and it ſhewesther> is ſome matter of 
moment that followeth:and what is that? 
the wonder is, that that perſon whom 
the Diuell deſpiſed and would haue tro- 
den ynder his feete , cuen this perſon is 
here attended ypon by the good Angels 
of God, who are ready to offer him their 
ſeruice, and come to comforthim, 

In this miniſtery of theſe Angels,con- 
fider firſt the bond which cauſed them 
to attend on Chriſt : ſecondly, the num- 
ber, how many they were: thirdly , the 
time when they came to him. 

Firſt the bond which maketh theſe 
glorious Angels and heauecnly ſpirits to 
attend and waite ypon our Sauior Chriſt, 
is this, that the man Chriſt, not the man- 
hood of Chrilt,but Chriſt God and man, 
is Lord of all creatures, euen of the An- 
gels in heauen, And the manhood of 
Chrift, though it benot Lordof Angels, 
yet it is farre more excellent then any 
L 4 
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creature whatſocuer, yea then the bleſ- 
-ſed Angels, | 

And here we may behold the great 
g0cdnes of God, who hath exalted mans 
nature, which was moſt vile by reaſon of 
ſinne, to be farre more excellent then any 


Angell in heauen , as it is ioyned to the 


Godhead in the perſon of Chriſt. 

. So then the Angels miniſter to Chriſt 
not as {imply man, but 2s God-man, or 
God and man: and fo they miniſter to all 
the true members of Chriſt Ieſus, which 
are truly coupled and vnited ynto his my- 
fticall bodie, Chriſt is that ladder of 1:- 
cob, whereby the Angels of God do al- 
cend& defcend,ro do ſeruice to all thoſe 
which are truly joyned vato Teſus Chriſt, 
Genel. 28, | 

This ought to meke vs all admire the 
endlefſe and vnſpeakeable goodneſſe of 
God, who hathnot onely giuen vs to be 
Lords of heauen andearth by the meanes 
of Chriſt, but euen the glorious Angels 


which are farre aboue man in excellencie, 


to be our ſeruants, to miniſter yntoys, to. 


comfort and defend ys. 
This ſhould moue ys all to carrie and 


"*Hehaue 


» 
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anſwerediby Chriſt. 
behaue our ſelues reuerently and holily 
in all our ations and ſpeeches, ſeeing the 
glorious and bleſſed Angels of God do 
waite and attend vpon vs, Truely this 
ought to make ys haue great regard, that 
no vnſeemely ſpeech or aCtion paſſe from 
vs, ſeeing we be inthe preſence of theſe 
moſt excellent creatures of God, the bleſ- 
ſed and holy Angels,to behaue our ſelues 
with greater reuerence then we would be- 
fore an earthly Prince, and in the pre- 
ſence of a mightie Monarch. 

2 The number of them. It is not ſaid, 
there came one Angell,as inthe garden: 
but,the Angels came vnto him: ſhewing 
there were mothenone. And we findin 
the word, that our Sauiour Chriſt had 
ſometimes one, ſometimes mo to attend 
vpon him. And fo the wicked Angels 
come ſometimes one alone, as here in 
Chriſts temptations; ſometimes many, as 
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Luk.22, 


when Chriſt was on the crofle, Colol. 2. 


I5. Ando it is likewiſe with the good 
Angels of God: ſometimes they come 
one alone, ſometimes moe together. 
Nowifthis be true, then that opinion 
falleth to the ground, which holds , that 
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eucry man hath his two Angels; an euill 
Angell totempthim, and his good An. 
gellto defend him, Butif God ſo pleaſe, 
he hath a legion of bad Angels to tor- 
ment the bad, andtenthoulands of good 
Angels to comfort the good. 

The third point isthe time when theſe 
Angels came ynto Chriſt; [Then] when 
tne diuell had now ended all his tempta- 
tions: notinthetime of the temprations 
while Chriſt was tempted, but immediat- 
ly after they were cnded. 

True itis, the good Angels of God be 
alwaies readie to attend ypon Chriſt and 
to obey his will; yet here it is ſaid, they 
came not to our Sauiour till after his tem- 
ptations: & then when he had moſt need, 
they are ſent of God to comfort him: ana 
as it is likely they tooke vpon them ſome 
bodily ſhape for the time , as the diuell 
did, that ſo they might the better do him 
ſeruice, 

And herein the perſon of our Sauiour 
Chriſt we may obſerue the dealing of 
Ged with his children, euen as he dealt 
with Chrift himſeclfe : namely, that the 


Lord doth ſometime conceale his __, 
an 
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and not ſhew his accuſtomed mercie to 
his childre, atleaſt the comfortable ſenſe 
and fecling of it for a time, to trie his chil- 
dren, As here the Lord withheld for 
time the comfort ofhis Angels from our 
Sauiour Chriſt, yet after in his greateſt 
need ſentthem to comfort him, So the 
Lord dealeth with his children, cuen as a 
nurſe dealeth with her child, ſers it down 
and gocth and hides her (elfe for a time, 
lets it firRtill, ſo as the child takes a knock, 
and it may be hurts it ſelfe, ſo as it blee- 
deth againe: now all this ſhe doth, not 
becauſe ſhe loues not her child , but that 
when ſhe taketh vp her child againe into 
herarmes, it may loue her better, and 
cling faſter vnto her, Euen ſo dealeth the 
Lord with his children, he ofteu with- 
drawes the comfortable feeling of his 
mercie, anddoth as it were hide himſelfe 
for atime, that ſo we may the better ſee 
what we are without his mercie, and 
make more accompt of it whenthe Lord 
doth giue ys the feeling of it againe, and 
that we may loue him euer after more 
earneſtly and more conſtantly. 

To conclude,moſt men willfay, There 
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is no need of this doQtrine of temptati. 
ons: for they neuerfelt any ſuch matter, 
Nor are not acquainted with them : nay, 
they hope (they ſay) neuer to feele any 
ſuch temptations: and they thanke God 
that they never knew what temptations 
meant. Indeed theſe pore ſouls may think 
themſelues happie, but they be in a moſt 
pitifull caſe, and a miſerable eſtate: for 
whoſocuer belongs to Chriſt, he muſt be 
made in ſome meaſure conformable; and 
if they be the true members of Chriſt, 
they muſt bemade ſutable to their head, 
in ſuffering temptations , Nay, it is our 
ioy, and we haue iuft cauſe of reioycing, 


when we be tempted : eſpecially it 


webe able,by the powerof Chriſt,to re- 
fiſt the temptations, as he did, So ſaith the 
holy Ghoſt, Jam. r. 2. My brethen 
(faith the Apoſtle) accompt it exceeding oy 
when ye fall into dtnerſe temptations, 

And thoſe men which ſay, they neuer 
were tempted all their liues, alas they 
haue a fearcfull iudgement of God ypon 
them, euen hardneſſe of heart, which 
makes them that they feele no temptati- 


ons,though they be daily tempted by the 


diuell 
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diuell to a thouſand finnes and impieties. 
As the diſciples of Chrift, who though 
they ſaw the miracle of Chritt, and ſaw 
that the bread was multiplied in their 
hands, yet vnderſtood it not, becauſe of 


the harditefſe oftheir hearts:ſotheſe blind 


| ſoules, though Satan tempr them from 


day to day, yet they be ſo blinded, and 
their hearts ſo hardened, that they per- 
ceiue no ſuch matter. 

But if theſe men would learne once by 
the word of God, to ſee and feele their 
miſerie, and ſorepent and be truly hum- 
bled for their finnes, and become new 
creatures, they would then be of another 
mind. And thereforelet all ſuch men pray 
to God,that he of his mercie giue them 
the fight of their wofull miſcrie, that he 
would giue them ſoft and tender hearts 
to be humbled for their finnes, that ſo 
they may feele the want of grace: 8 they 
will then confeſſe,itis not an vnneedfull 
thing for them ro know and vndergoe 
temptations , and that ynlefle they be 

tempted with Chriſt, they can haue 
no true ioy norſound com- 


fort in Chriſt. 


CHMaiſter Perkins bis Prayer before 


6 hss Sermons, 


Oo Almightic Lord God, moſt merci- 
full & louing Fatherin Ieſus Chriſt, 
wearc here afſembled before thy glorious 
Maieſty,to be partakers of thine heauenly 
word, which of thine infinite goodneſle 
and mercie thou haſt ordained to be the 
ordinary meanes to worke our faluation : 
we beſcech thee therefore moſt mercifull 
Father, to blefſe euery one of vs in the 
hearing and the ſpeaking of thine holy 
word, Good Lord open our blind eyes, 
that we may be able to vnderftandit : and 


whereas our hearts are full of hardneſſe, - 


full offinne, full of manifold rebellions; 
good Lord ſoften our hard hearts, grant 
that thine holy word may be the two cd- 

ped ſword of the ſpirit to cut downe fin 

and corruption in vs, and make vs new 

creatures in Ieſus Chriſt. And whereas 
we are troubled with many impediments 
in hearing of thy word, as wandring ima- 
ginations in our hearts, ſuggeſtions of 
| Satan, 
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Satan,and the dulnefſe of our ownefleſh: 
good Lord remoue theſe impediments, 
and give vs cuery one grace to heare thy 
wordin feareand reuerence,as in thy pre= 
ſence;and to receiue the ſame not as " 
man, bur as from Ieſus Chriſt, And when 
we haue heard thy word, graunt thar it 
may be, not the ſauour of death to our 
deeper condemnation, but the ſauour of 
life to our eternall comfort and ſaluation. 
For this cauſe,write the ſame in euery one 
of our hearts , andtransforme vs into the 
obedience ofthe ſame in our life and con- 
ucrſation. And becauſe Satan is a deadly 
enemy to the miniſtery of thy word,good 
Lerd conſound Satan, diflolue in _ 
one of vs the curſed workes of the Diuel, 
worke thine owne good workes, ſhew 
thy ſelfe more mercifull in bleſſing of thy 
word , then Satan is or can be malicious 
in hindring ofthe ſame. Heare vs, we be- 
ſeech thee, intheſe requeſts , and graunt 
theſe graces to cuery one of vs, not for 
our owne merires,(for ynto vs belongerh 
nothing but eternall ſhame and confuſion 
forour finnes) butfor the merites of thy 
deare ſonne Ieſus Chriſt, in whom thou 


160 
art well pleaſed: to whom with thee and 
the holy Ghoſt, be giuen of cuery one of 


vs,all praiſe, honour and glorie, both now 
and for cuermore. Amen, 
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P | Ewll : Fdo itnot, neither will 


Euil: Ido it,and will do. 
{Cook 1doit not,nor wil do, 


2.Regenc- Euil:I do it,but wold not do it. 
< rate of LUGood:I do nat that I would. _ 


py y I doit, | 
| | Good: I do it, and will do is. 


A COMFORT. 
FOR THE FEEBLE 
MINDED. 


VW herein 1s ſet downe 


that ſpirituall combat which 


is betwixt a Chriſtian 
and Satan. 


VVritten ſhortly by the for- 
mer Author, and made in forme ofa 
Dialogue by R.H. for the benefite of 


{uch as are exerciſed with 
. temptations. 
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To the right Honora- 
ble and vertuous Ladies, 


the Counteſle of Cumberland, 
and the Countefſe of War- 
wicke, grace and 
Peace. 


| 
J|11GHT Honorable, in | 1 
MJ | the former Treatiſe is 15 
Az | the tombat of Chriſt-ine | 
| this latter is ſet downe |. 
ESD, the combate of a Chri- | 
ftian. He that fought with our head, will 
feehtwith the members.and he that aſ- 
faulted Chriſt, will aſatle all Chriſtians. 
But Chriſt did beare troubles , and was 
borne ont of them: we muſt haue trou- 
bles, and ſhall be borne out of them, If 
onr afflictions were plagnes, as to the E- 
RE —=—© 


The Epiſtle 
gyptians: Curſes , as to Cham : defirn. 
con, as to Sodome: deſolation, as to Iſ- 
rael: then bad we cauſe to flie from the, 
as Moſes did from that miraculous 
Serpent. But ſince they are but the trials 
of faith, corrections of a father, viſita- 
tions fromthe biſhop of our ſonles : ſince 
they are ai Phlebotomie to a Pleuriſie, 
ard a purgation to a Plethora,, they are 
zo be endured with all patience. How 
Chriſt did endure them , you may reade 
in that Treatiſe: how a Chriſtian muſt, 
you may ſee in this, T he former Treatiſe 
I preſented to your Honorable brother, 
this later to you moſt Honorable ſiſters. 
1 deſired to annexe this to the former 
Diſcourſe , becauſe it is ſutable to that 
preſent argument : and I know not to 
whom I may better preſent it then to you 
who haue experience of this Chriſtian 
warfare.Ifit pleaſe you but to reade theſe 
holy meditations, and to entertainethis 
pore mite into your rich treaſurie: by 


the reading 1 doubt not but you ſhal haue 


P 
_ eve 2% 


much 


| | 
[ 


Dedicatorie. 
mh comfort,and by your entertaining 
the Church ſhall haue much good. Now 
that good God who hath ginen you 4 
mind to know him, gine you alſo an hart 
to lone him: and as you are Honorable 
in the eyes of this world, ſo he make you 
moſt honorable in the eyes of his Maic- 

ftie, And thus crauing pardow, I con- 
mit youto the zrace of that God, who wil 
honour them that loue him, and com. 

fort thems, that ſecke comfort from him. 


Your Honorsinthe Lord, 


Robert Hill. 
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ble minded : wherein # ſet 


downe that ſpirituall combat 
which is betwixt a Chriſtian 
and Satan. 


Lidia. 
S&|1R, I heard you with 
W [ir ich comfort, whe you 
dV | preached vpon the rem- 
\| ptations of Chriſt, I pray 
EE | you inftruct me concer- 
— ning the temptations of 
2 Chriſtian, and giue me leaue to a:ke 
you certaine - queſtions. 
Paul. Say on, : 
Lidia What is it which we call Chri- 
ſtian warfare? 
Paul, Chriſtian warfare, is concerning 


theright way of fighting in the ſpirituall 
bartcll. 
M 2 


£7 = 
C 


Go 
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Lidia. Which be the parts thereof? 

Paul. The parts thereof, are the pre- 
paration to battell, and the combat it 
{elfe. 

Lidia. How may I prepare my ſelfe 
ynto it? 

Panl, To the preparation, you muſt 
vic the complete armour of God. Epheſ, 
6.13 .For this cauſe take vnte you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to reſrit 
#n the enil day:and hauing finiſhed all things, 
ſandfaft. 

Liaia. How many parts hath this ar- 
mour? | 

Paul, The parts thereof are eſpecially 
Þx:1.truth: 2.iuſtice: 3,Euangelicall obe- 
dience : 4.Faith: 5. the word of God: 6, 
continuall and ferucnt prayer with wat- 
ching:as you may reade, Eph,6.14, Stand 
therefore, ana your loines girded about with 
veritie,and hauing onthe breſtplate of righ- 
teonfneſſe. 1 5. And your feete ſhod with the 
preparation of the GoFfpell of peace, 16. 4 
Eouc all, take the ſhield of Faith, wherewith 
ye may quench all the fierie darts of the wic- 
ked, 17. And take the helmet of ſaluation, 
and the ſword of the ſpirit which u the word 
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of God.18, And pray alwates with all maner 
of praier and ſupplication ia the ſpirit , and 
watch thereanto with all perſenerance and 
ſupplicarion for all Sxiats. 1. Per, 5.8, Be 
ſober,and watch: for your adnerſarie the di- 
well, as aroring lion, walketh about ſeeking 
whom he may denoure: 

Lidia. What then is the combat? 

Pal, The combat is a mutuall con- 
flict ofthem tharfight ſpiritually. 

Lidia, Who are the warriours? 

Paul, The warciours,are the tempter 
and the Chriſtian ſouldier. Fphe/. 6. 12, 
For we wraſile not againſt fleſh and vloud, 
but againſt prixcipalities, againſt powers, 
and agataſt the worldly gonernozrs,the prin- 
ces of the darkneſſe of this world, againſ# 

ſprritua!! wicheaneſſes, whuth are in high 
places; | | | 

Lidia. Whom call you the tempter? 

Pant, The tempter, is the Prince, or 
his helpers. The Prince, is Satan and his 
angels, which are ſpirituall wickedneſles, 
inhigh things. His helpers are the fleſh 
and the world. 

Lidia. What is the conflic of theſe 
Watrriours? 
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Paul, The conflict of all theſe,is temn- 
ptation , whereby man is prouoked ro 
commit {uch wickedneſle, as is hurtfull 
to the ſaluation of his ſoule. 1. Per. 2.11. 
Dearely beloned, I beſeech vou, as ſtrangers 
and pilerimes abſtaine from fieſhly Instes, 
which fight againſt the ſoule. 

Lidia, What mult I note in this Chri- 
ſtian fouldier? 

Paul. In the ſouldier , two things are 
to be confidered : his reſiſting, and his 
fall, 

Lidia, What is his reſiſtance? 

Panl, Reſiſtance is an attion,where- 
by the ſouldier doth withftand tempta- 
tion,through grace working inwardly in 
him. T. loha 2. 14. 1 write vato yor: b:16es, 
becauſe ye haue knowne the Father : I haue 
writtea to you faihers , becauſe ye haue 
knowne hins that ts from the beginning: I» 
haze written to you youg men, becauſe ye are , 
| ſtrong, andihe word of God abideth m you, | 
F: ana je have overcome the wiched. 1.Pet. } 
5.8, Epheſ. 6,16. Pſalm. 91.123. Thox 
Shalt walhe vpen the lion and afþe, the young & \ 
lion and the dragon ſhalt thou tread qynaer 
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of a Chriſtian. 167 
| Lidia, How is this reſiſtance confir- 
med? 
Paul. To confirme this, theſe preſer- 
uatiues which follow are very neceſlary, 
1, When you arc tempted to ſinne, 
do not onely abſtaine from it, but car- 
nefty loue and follow after the contrary. 
Toha.$.4 4. | 
2. Neuer yeeld or conſent to Satans 
words, whether he ſpeake the truth, ac- 
cuſc falſly, orflatrter difſemblingly. Toh 
8.14. Te arc of jor father the diuell, and 
the lusts of yorr fat _—_ wil do:he hath bin 
a murtherer from the beginmivg , and abode 
zi0t in thetruth, becauſe there is no truth in 
him : when he fpeaketh a lie, then Speaketh 
be of his ovone:for he ts a tyer,and the father 
thereof. Marke 1.24, Ad cried with alond 
voice,and ſaid, What hane I to do with thee, 
Tefas,the ſoune of the mot high God. eAnd 
Tefſirs [aid , Hold thy deace, and come ont of 
him. ACt.16.17, She followed Paul and vs, 


ana cried, ſayins:Theſe men are the ſerrants 


of the moſt high God which ſhero vnto ws the 
way of ſaluation,cc. Avgult. Scrm, 241, 
3. One tempration is to be looked 


\ for after anccher , and then eſpecially 
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168 Thetemptation © 
when our enemie after he hath ſer his 
ſnares, is at reſt : for the diuell ncucr ma- 


. keth an end of his malice. 1.Per.5.8. 


Lidia. I haue heard how to rehift : 
teach me(lI pray you) what is his fall. 

Paul, The fall is, whereby the ſoldier 
through infirmitic fainteth, being ſubdu- 
ed by the powerof the enemie. Gl.6.1, 
Brethren, if a man be fai'en by occaſion into 
evy fault,ye which are ſpirizal,re$tove ſuch 
a one with the ſpirit of meeneſſe,conſidering 
thy ſelfe,leaſt thon alſs be tempted, 

Lidia. If Ifall, how may I riſc? 

Paul.Tothis appertaineth the ſpiritual 


remedie:now a remedie,is a thing having 


aptneſſe toreſtore him which is fallen to 
his former eftate.Ga/.6.1. 

And here two things muſt alwayes be 
thought on. 

1. If there be a willing mind, every one 
is accepted for that grace which he hath, 
not for that which he hathnor, 2. Cor, 8. 
I 2. For if there be firſt awiling mind, it is 
accepted according to that a man hath , and 
net according to that he hath not, 

2. Inalltheſe things , whoſocuer wil 
leade a godly life in Chriſt, the power A 
Go 
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Godisto be made perfeAthrough their 
infirmitie,2.Cor.12,9, And he ſatdunto me, 
Ay grace 3s ſufficient for thee, for my power - 
is made perfett through weaknes:wery oladly 
therefrewill I r:16yce rather in mine infir- 
mities,that the power of God may dwel in me, 
10.T herfore 1 take pleaſure in mfirmities, nn 
Proches,tnneceſſities,tn perſecutions,tn an= 
ouifh for Chriſts ſake, for when Tam weake, 
then am [ ſtrong. | 

Lidia. Bur fince Satan is mine aduerſa- 
rie,infiruct me how many his affaults be, 

Paul. Aflaults are threefold, 

Lidia. Which is the firlt ? 

Pan!, The firſt is aboutthe Chriſtian 
mans eftectuall calling:and the temtation 
is the enterpriſe of the diuel,to blindfold 
mans mind.and to hatden his heart, leaſt 
the word of God ſhould worke in himto 
ſaluation, Matth,n 2.4. eAndas he ſowed, 
ſome fell by the way ſide, and the fowles came 
and drnoured them wp.y. And ſome fel upon 


ſtory ground,where they had not much earth, 


and anon they ſprang vp,hecanſe they hadno 
depth of earth,6. ind when the Sun roſe vp, 
they were parched; and for lacke of rooting, 
withered away.7. And ſome fel amag thorns, 
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and the thornes ſprung vp and choaked the. 


19. Whenſoener a man heareth the word of 


* the kingdome, and wnderſtandeth it nat, the 
enill one commeth, and catcheth away that 
which was ſowne in his heart : and th***'; he 
which hath receined the ſeed by the wey ſide. 

Lid. How may I reſiſt this aſſault ? 

Panl, A reſiſtance in thoſe that as 
called, is wrought by the ſpirit of God, 
that cauſeth men to lcnd their eares to 

-heare,and doth engraftethe word in their 
hearts, that the immortall ſeede of rege- 
neration may ſpring in them, Pal. 40,6. 
Toh, 6. 44. At,16. 14. Iam. 1.,21./her- 

fore lay apart all futhineſſe , and ſuperfiuitie 
of malicionſaeſſe, and receire with meckneſſe 

theword that ts graffed in yort,which is able 
to ſane your ſoules,T.Pet.1, 22. Seeing your 
ſoules are parified in obeying the truth 
through the ſpirit, to lone brotherly without 
faining, lone one another with a pare heart 
fernently. 1, Joh. 3. 9. Whoſoener ts borne 
of God ſraneth not: for h:s ſeed remaineth in 
him, neither can he [i:ne,becanſe he t5 borne 
of God, A reſiſtance in thoſe that are to be 
calleg;is, when in a Gncere hcart they do 

ioynethe word which they haue heard . 

witn 
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ons, Iam, 1.22, Azd be ye doers of the wora 
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with faith. Luk. 8. 1 5, But that which fell 
in good gronnd, are they which with an ho= 


neſt and good heart heare the word and keepe 


it, and bring foorth fruit with patience. 
Hed; 
e078 E . 
= bs What ccrtaine preſeruatiues 
argiubenotedinthis refiſtance? 


"2aul. 1. Premeditation ofthe power 


 andyſe of the word, Ecclel. 4. 17. Take 


heede to thy feet when than entreſt into the 
houſe of the Loyd, ana be more neare 
to heare then to gine the ſacrifice of 


fooles: for they know not that they do emill. 


Chap. 5. I. Be not raſh with thy month, nor 
let thine heart be haſtie to viter a thing be= 


fore God: for God is in the heauen , aud thou 


art on the earth: therefore let thy words be 


few, 


2 Diligent attention of the mind, 
Act, 16. 14. 

3 An hungring defire of the heart, 
Toh, 7. 37. Now #n the laſt and great day of 


the feaſt, Ieſis; flood and cryed, ſaying: If any 


man thirſt, let him come to me and drinke. 
4 Integritie of life. Pſal, 26.6. 
5 The caſting away of cuill affei- 
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and not hearers onely , deceining your owne 
ſoxles. © 

6 The inward conſent and agree- 
ment of the heart with the word preach- 
ed; AQt. 2. 37» þp oe: 

7 Anbidingoftheword int..e hearc 
leſt we ſhould finne.Pfal, r1 9. 11, hare 
hid thy word in mize heart,that Imht - 

ſone again} thee. 
$ A trembiing at the preſence of 
., Godinthe afſembly ofthe Church, Efay 
66. 2. For all theſe things hath mize hand | 
made, and all theſe things haue bene,ſaith Ts 
the Lord, and to him will I looke, eaen to | 
his that ts poore and of a contrite ſpirit and |} 
trembleth at my words. A, 10. 33. Then | 
ſent 1for thee mmediatly, and thou haſt wel 
done to come, now therefore are we all here 
preſent before God, to heare all things that 
are commanunded thee of God. 
 _ Lidia, The God of power preſerue 
me fro this affault by theſe preſeruatiues: 
but how may I fall in this temptation? 
Paul. Your fall, is either by a coldnes 
in receiuing the word,and a neglect ther- 
of, or elſe by fallinginto errors, | 
Lidia, What then muſt be my te- 
medic? 


x - + 
—_ —— ——— = | — 
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medie? #4 

Paxl. The remedie for this , is ſubie- 
ion, which muſt be made to the iudge- 
ment and cenlure of the brethren & Mi- 
nifters, Reuel. 3.15.1 know thy workes,that 
thor art neither cold nor hote: I would thou 
wereſt cold or hote. Gal. 6.2. 1. Tim. 1,20. 
&f whome 1 Hymeners and eAlexander, 
whom I haue deliuered vnto Satan,that they 
mipht learne not to blaſpheme. 

Lidia, Whatis the ſecond affault? 

Pau!, Theſecond aflault, is concer- 
ning faith, 

Lid, How may one be thus aſſaulted? 

Panl, By anilluſion, which the Di- 
uell caſteth into the hearts of godly ones: 
as when he ſaith: Thou art not of the nii- 
ber of the ele: thou art not iuſtified : 
thou haft no faith: thou muſt certainely 
be condemned for thy finnes,as Mat. 4.3. 
T hen came to him the temper , and ſaid: If 
thou bethe Sonne of God, commannd that 
theſe flones be made bread,Now as hedealt 
with Chrilt, ſo will he with Chriſtians. 

Lidia. What helpes doth the Diuell 
abuſe, for the ſtrengthening of ſuch illu- 
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Pasl. 1. He abuſeth Aduerfitic : ag 


daungers, loſſes, perſecutions , icalouſie, 
ricuous offences,&c. Soin Daxid, Plal. 
73-12,0e, theſe are the wicked, yet proſ- 
per they alway, and increaſe in riches. 13. 
Certainely, 1 hane cleanſed mine heart wn 
vaine, and waſhed mine hands in innocencie. 
In Iob. 1 3. 23. How many are mine inique- 
rhes and ſmnnes?Shew me my rebellion and my 
ſime.24 Wherefore hideſt thon thy face, aud 
takeft me for thine encmie ? 25, Wilt thou 
breake a leafe ariuento andfro,and wilt thou 
prir/ire the arie flubble ? 
2 The remembrance of finnes paſt, 
Tov i3.25.707 1104 writes bitter things a- 


gainjt ne, and makeſt me to poſſeſſe the ini- | 


guities of 7 youth, 
3 Atcelingofdeath euen alrcadie at 
hand, 
Lidia, How may Iwithſtand theſe ? 
Pant. By a true faith, applying Chriſt 
with all his merits particularly , after this 
manner: I sfſuredly beleeue that I ſhall 
not be condemned, but that I am eleRed 
and iuſtified in Chriſt, and am out of all 
doubr that all my finnes are pardoned. E- 
ſai. 53. 11. He ſhallſee the tranell of his 


 ſoule, 


'  fonle, and ſpall be ſatisfied: by his knowledge 
foal my righteous ſernant inſtifie many : for 
he ſhall beare their iniquities. Rom, $8. 38, 


of 4 (HAW, 


For I amperſwaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor Angels, nor principalities , nor pow- 


ers, nor things preſent , nor things to come, 


39. Nor height , ner depth, nor any other 
creature ſhall be able to ſeparate vs fromthe 
lone of God, which is in Chriſt Teſiu our 
Lord. 

Lidia. Giue mea preſcruatiue that I 
may reſiſt. 

 Panl, Your beſt preſeruatiue is, in 
temptation, not to behold faith , butthe 
obie& of faith, which is Chriſt . So did 
Paxl, Philip. 3. 12.Not as though Thad al- 
readie attained unto it, either were alreadie 
perfett: but I follow of that I may compre- 
hend that, for whoſe ſake alſo I am compre- 
hended of Chriſt Teſs. 13. One thing Ido, T 


forget that which is behind , and indenour 


mny ſelfe to that which 1s before. 14. eAnd 
follow bard toward the marke, for the price 
of the high calling of Godin ( hriſt Teſs. So 
mutt all, Ioh. 3. 14- And as Moſes lift vp 
the Serpent in the wilderneſſe , ſo muſt the 
fonne of man be lift vp, that he that belee- 
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reth in him ſhould not periſh, but hae life e< \ I 


werlaſting. 

Lid. What is my falling in this affault? 

Paul. Your falling is doubtfulnefle,and 
diſtruſt of your eletion, & of Gods mer- 
cie, Pſal. 77, 6. Icalled to remembrance my 
ſong in the moht:I communed with mine own 
heart, and my ſpirit ſearched diligenth. 7. 
Will the Lord abſent himſelfe for ener? and 
will he ſhew no more fauonr? 8. Is his mercy 
cleane gone for ener ? doth his promiſe faile 
for enermore? So Dauid of himſclfe ſaith : 
Pſal.2 2. 1. 4y Gods my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me, and art ſo far from my health, 
and from the words of my roaring? 

Lidia. What is my remedie? 

Paxl. The remediec is double, 

Firft, the operation of the holy Spirit, 
Ntirring vp faith and increaſing the ſame. 
Philip. 1. 6. I am perſmaded of thus fame 
thing, that he that hath begunne thu good 
worke in you, will performe it vntill the day 
ef Teſs Chriſt. Luk. 17. 5. end the eA- 
poſles ſaid unto the Lord, Increaſe onr faith. 

The ſecond is, an holy meditation, 
Which is manifold: 


I Thatitis the c6mandement of God, 
that 
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that we ſhould beleeue in Chriſt. 1.Toh. 3 
2.3. T his ts then his commanndement , that 
we beleeue in the name of hi Soune Ieſus 
(rift, and lone one another, as he gane com- 
inandement. EE 
2 Thatthe Euangelica!l promiſes are 
indefinite, and do excludenoman, vn- 
lefle peraduenture any man do exclude 
himſelfe, Elay 55.1, Ho , every one that 
thirſteth, come ye to the waters , and ye that 
hanc no ſiluer, come, buy, and eate : come , 1 
ſay, buy wine and milke without ſiluer and 
without money. Mat. 11. 28. ( ome vnto me 
all ye that are wearie and lader , and I will 
eaſe You, loh. 3.15. That whoſoener belee= 
neth in him ſhould not periſh , but hane eter- 
zall life. Alſo the Sacraments of baptiſme 
andthe Lords Supper, do to euery one 
ſeuerally apply indefinite promiſes, and 
therefore are very cffetuall to enforce 
particular afſurance or plerophorie of tor- 
giueneſſe of ſinnes. 
| } That doubtfulneſſe and deſpaire 
are moſtgrieuous ſinnes. = = 
4 Thatcontrarie t6 hope, men mult. 
ynder hope belecue with Abraham. Ro. 
4.1 8.WWhich Abraham abone hope beleened 
N 
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many nations: according to that which was 
ſpoken to him, So fhall thy ſeed be. 

That the mercie of God, and the 
meritof Chriſts obedience, being both 
God and man, are infinite. Eſay 54. 10, 
For the monntaines ſhall remone,and the hils 
ſoall fall downe: bat my mercie ſhall not de- 


part from thee, neither ſhall my conenan of 


peace fall away, ſaith the Lord, that hath 
compaſſion on thee, Plal, 103. 11, For as 
high as the heauen 1 aboxe theearth , ſo 
great & his mercie toward them that feare 
þim.1,Joh.2. 1, My babes, theſe thinss 
write Into yoa,that ye ſine not : andif any 
man finne,we hane an aduocate with the Fa- 
ther, Teſus ( hriſt the inſt. 2. And hets the 
reconciliation for onr ſmnes: and not for ours 
oncly, but alſo for the ſins of the whole world, 
Pſal. r3 0.7. Let Iſrael waite ou the Lora: 
for the Lord is mercie, and with him ts great 
redemption. 

6 ThatGod meaſureththe obedience 
due vnto him, rather by the affe&tion and 
delire to obey, then by the at and per- 
formance of it,Rom.$. 5.For they that are 


onde hope, that he Pots be the f — 


after the fleſs, ſanonr the things of the gs | 
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biit they that are after the ſpirit , the things 
of the ſirit. 7; Becauſe the wiſedome of j 4 
fleſh, ts ennnitie agatn$t God: for it 75 not ſub= 
teft to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 


| Rom,7.20.Now if [do that I would not , it 


z5 n0 more I that doit, but the ſinthat dwel- 
lethin me,21. 1find then by the law, that 
when I wold do good, enill 1s preſent with me, 
22. For [delight inthe law of God, concer- 
ming the inner man, Mal. 3.17. Twill ſpare 
them, as aman/ſpareth his ſonne, that rene 
renceth him. 

7 When one finneis forgiuen, all the 
reſt are remitted alſo: for remiſſion being 
giuen once, without any preſcription of 
time, is giuen forcuer, Rom, 11,29. For 
the gifts and talling of God are without ve- 
pentance, AQt.10.4 3.To him alſo pine allthe 
Prophets witneſſe , that through hu name; 
a! that beleene un him, ſhall receine remiſſion 
of ſinnes. | 

8 Thatgrace and faith are not taken 
away by tals of infirmitie, but thereby ate 
declared and made manifeſt, Rom. 5.20. 
Moreoner, the law entred thereupon , that 
the offence ſhould abound: nenertheleſſe,vhe 


finne abonnaed, there grace abounded much 
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more, 2:Cor. 12:7. e-Andleft I ſhould by 
exalted out of meaſhre, &c, there was ginen 
wnto me apricke in the fleſh, the meſſenger of 
f | Satan to buffet me. 8, For this thing I be= 
| ſought the Lordthrice, that it might depart . 
| from me. 9. He ſaid, My grace is ſufficient 
i = = 
E 9 Thatallthe workes of God are by 
} contrarie meanes, 2,Cor. 12. 9, Iy po- { 
i wer is made perfett through weakneſſe. 
| Lidia, By the bleſſing of God Iwill | 
not forget to praCtiſc theſe ſoueraigne re= - 
z medies, if Satan at any time ſecke to take |} 
bl away my faith, and to cut off this hand by 
} which I muſt apply, or to blindfold this : 
eyc,by which I may behold Chrift fitting '! 
Fi at Gods right hand,as Stephen did. Letme | 
| heare,I pray you, the third aflault, and | 
what it concerneth, 
f Paul, Thethird affault is concerning 
SanRtification, 
| þ Lid, What isthis temptation? | 
E | Paxl. The temptation, is a prouoking 
| to finne, according as the diſpoſition of 
cucry man, and as occaſion ſhall offer it 
ſelfe. 1. Chron, 21. 1,0 nd Satan ſtood op 
againſt Iſrael, and pronoked Danid to _ 
| ey 


C 


of a Chriftian. *\ 18x 
ber Iſ7ael. Toh. 13. 2. 4nd when ſupper was 
done , the dinell had now pat into the heart 
of Inaas 1ſcariot, Simons ſonne , to betray 
him, 
| Lid.. Letmenotbe ignorant of Satans 
| enterpriſes, How will he allure to finne ? 
EE Paxl. In this temptation, the diucll 
| doth wonderfully diminiſh and extenuate | 

thoſe ſfinnes which men are about to co 

| mic, partly by obicQng cloſely the mercy 
| of God, and partly by coucring or hiding 
t the puniſhment which is due for the fin, 
? Befides,there arc helpes to further the di- 
| 


ucl inthis his temptation:as firſt,theſleſh 

which luſteth againſt the ſpirit, ſomtimes 

by begetting cuil motions and affeRions, 
| and ſomtimes by ouerwhelming and op- 
, preſſing the good intents and motions. 
| Gal. 5.17, For the fleſh luſteth againſt the 
| ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh: &- theſe 
are contrarie one to another , ſo that ye can- 
zot do the ſame things that ye would. 19. 
CMoreoner,the workes of the fleſh are mani= 
fe#t: which are, adulterie , formcation , un- 
cleanneſſe, wantonneſſe,20. 1aolatrie,vitch- 
eraft, hatred, debate, emulations , wrath , 
s cantentions, ſeditions , hereſies. 21, Ene, 
; N 3 
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murthers, drunkenneſſe, gluttome, and ſach 
like, whereof Ttell you before, as I alſo haxe 
told you before , that they which do ſuch 
things ſhall not inherit the kingdome of God, 
Jam. 1. 14.Z#t every wan is tempted, when 
he is drawne away by his owne concupiſcence, 
and 15 entiſed. 

Secondly, the world, which bringeth 
men to diſobedience, through pleaſure, 
profit, honour, and euill examples, Ephe. 
23+ Among whom we alſo had oar conaer- 
ſation in time paſt, inthe luſts of the fleſh,in 


fulfilling the will of the fleſh, and of the mind, © 


and were by natxre the children of wrath, as 
well zs others. 1.loh, 2.16, For alltl : 51m 
the world, as the luſis of the fleſh, and the 


luft of the eyes, and the pride of life, 1s not of 


the Father, but 1s of the world. 
Lid. How may I reſiſt this temptatior 
Paul, Reſiſtance, is made by the de- 
fire of the ſpirit , which worketh good 
motions and affetions in the faithful,and 
driueth foorth the euill, Gal.5.22.But the 
fruit of the ſpirit #5 lone, toy, peace , long ſuf 


fering J gentleneſſe » goodneſſe, faith, 23. 


CHMeekneſſe, temperancie: againſt ſach there 
#5 no law. 2.4. For they that are Chriſts,haue 
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crucified 


j 
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of « Chrifliaw. 18; 


 erucifiedthe fleſh, with the affeftions and the 


Iuſts thereof, 26, Let vs not be deſirous of 
vaine glorie, protoking one another, enuying 
one another. 

Lid. Giue me here ſome preſeruatiues 
that I may reſiſt. 

Paul. The preſcruatiues are theſe. 

x To accountnofinneJight orſmall, 
Gal. 5.9. eA tle leanen doth leauen the 
whole lumpe, Rom. 6, 23. For the wages of 

ſane is death, but the gift of God ts eternall 
life, throngh Teſts ( hriſt our Lord. 

2 Toauoide all occafions of finne, 
To thele rather agreeth the Prouerb vied 
of the plague: /onp?, tarde, cito: that is, 4- 
loofe, ſlowly , quickly. 1. Theſ. 5. 22, Ab- 


ſlaine from all appearance of emi}. ul. v.23. 


And other ſane with feare, pulling them ont 
of the fire, and hate enen the garment ſpot- 
ted by the fleſh. 

3 Toaccuſtome thy ſelfe to ſubdue 
the leſſer finnes, that at the laſt,thou maiſt 
alſo ouercome the greater. Rom. 13, 4. 

_ 4. To apply thy ſelfe to thy appoin- 
ted calling , and alway to be bufily occu- 


pied about ſomething inthe ſame... 


5. To oppoſe the law,the iudgements 
On 
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of God, thelaſt iudgement, the glorious 
preſence of God, and ſuchlike, againſt 
the rebellion and looſeneſle of the fleſh, 
Pro.28.14- Bleſſed is the man that feareth 
alway : but he that hardeneth hi heart, ſhall 
fall into enill, Gen. 39. 9. There u noman 
greater inthis honſe then I: neither hath he 
kept any thing from me , but onely thee , be- 
cauſe thou art his wife : how then can 1 do 
tis great wickedneſſe , and ſo ſiune againsf 
Goa? 

Lidia, But alas, I ſce Satan foyles me 
in many fins: inſtruct me I pray you,with 
ſome rules againſt them. Say I be angrie 
ynaduiſedly, or defire to reueage wrongs 
done vnto me, how may Iremedy this my 
fine? 

Panl. Againſt ynivuſt anger, or priuate 
deſire of reuenge. Here meditaie,1 .iniu- 


ries; they happen vntovs by the Lords 


appointment for our 200d, 2.Sam.16,10. 
2, God of his great goodneſle forgiueth 


vs farre moreſinnes, then it is poſſible for 


ysto forgiue men, 3. It isthe dutic of 


Chriſtian loue,to forgiue others. 4. We 
mult not defire to deſtroy them, whom 
Chriſt hath redeemed by his precious 

DE op” ' bloud, 
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bloud.'5. Weourſeluesare in daunger of 
the wrath of God, if we ſuffer our wrath 
to burne againſt our brother, Forgine 
(faith he ) and it ſhall be forginen. 6, We 
know nor the circumſtances of the facts, 
what the mind was, and purpoſe of them 
againſt whom we ſwell. 

Bridles,or externall remedies,are theſe: 
1.in this we ſhall imitate the clemencie of 
the Lord, who for a very great ſeaſon 
doth often tolerate the wicked, Learne of 
me, for I am humble and meeke, 2, There 
mult be a pauſing and time of delay , be- 
twixt our anger and the execution of the 
ſame.e Lthenodorns counſelled eAnguſins 
that he, being angrie, ſhould repeate all 
the lettersof the Alphabet, or A B C, be- 


or do any thing.3.To depart out of thoſe 


 forehe,againſt another, did cither ode 


places where thoſe are, with whom we 


are angrie.4,To auoide contention,both 
in word and deed, Do nothing through 
Contentione BR 
Lidia. Say I fin by couctouſneſle and 
ambition:what muſt I do? 
P. Remedies againſt thoſe bad defires of 
richesand honor,are:1,God doth cuen in 


m 
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famine quicken and reuiue them which 
feare him, Pſal, 33,18, 19. Theeye of the 
Lord is upon them that feare him, to deliney 
their ſoules from death, and to preſerue them 
from famine. 2, Godlineſle is great gaine, 
ifthemind of man can be therewith con- 
tent.1.79,6.6,3. We do wait and looke 
for the reſurrection of the body,and cter- 
nall life: therfore we ſhould not take ſuch 
carking care for this preſent morrtall life. 
4. We are ſeruants in our fathers houſe, 
therfore looke what is conuenient for ys, 
that will he louingly beitow vpon vs, 5. 
The palpable blindneſſe of an ambitious 
mind, defireth to be ſet aloft, that he may 
haue the greater downe-fall : and he fea- 
reth to be humbled, leaſt he ſhould not 
be exalted. 6, eAdam when he would 
needs be.checke-mate with God , did 
bring both himſelfe and his poſteritie 
headlong to dettruftion. 7. Heis a very 
ambitious rob-God, which defireth to 
take that comendation to himſelfe, which 
is appropriate onely to the Lord, 

Lidia. Admit Satan allures me to car- 
nall yncleannefſe;how may Ipreſerue my 
ſelfe, that I may with the wiſe virgins en- 

. ter 


w 


_ terwiththe bridegrome? 

Pa, Preſcruatiues againſt the deſires of 
the fleſh:are,r. He that wil be Chriſts diſ- 
ciple, muſt euery day take vp his croſle, 
' Luke 9.23, 2. They which are according 
tothe ſpirit, ſauour ofſuchthings as are 
according to the ſpirit, Rom.$.5. 3. We 
ought to behaue our ſclues as citizens © 
the kingdome of heauen , Phztp, 3.20. 
4. We are the temple of God, 1.Cor.3.6. 
Our members, they are the members of 
Chriſt,r, Cor.6.15.And we haue dwelling 
within vs the ſpirit of Chrift, which we 
ſhould not gricue, Eph.4.30. 

Lidia. How may I fall in this tempta- 
tion? i | 
Par, When you being preuented, fall 
into ſome offence: Gal.6.1. 
Lidia. What doth Satan when one is 
thus fallen? 

Part. Here ſatan doth wonderfully ag- 
grauate the offence committed,and doth 
accuſe and terrifie the offender with the 
iadgements of God, Math, 27.3. Then 
when Indus which betrayed him ſaw that he 
was condemmed, he repented himpelfe , and 
brought againe the thirtie peeces of ſiluer to 
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the chiefe Prieſts and Elders : 4. Saying, I 


| hane ſinned, betraying the innocent bloud: 


but they ſaid, What zs that tows ? ſeethou to 


' #t, 5, And when he had caft downe the ſfiluer 


peeces inthe T emple, he departed, and went 
and hanged himſelfe. 

Lidia. What remedy isthere if that I 
fall? 

Parxl. The remedy is, arenewed re- 
pentance, the beginning whereof is ſor- 
row,inregard of God forthe ſame ſinne; 
the fruites hereof are eſpecially ſcauen. 
2. Cor. 7.9, Now I reiozce not that ye were 

forry,but that ye ſorrowed to repentance: for 
ye ſorrowed godly, ſo that in nothing ye were 
hart by vs.10, For godly ſorrow canſeth re- 
pentance unto ſaluation,not to be repeyted of: 
but worldly ſorrew canſeth death, 11. For 
behold, this thing that ye hane bene godly 
forrie, what great care hath it wrought in 
Jon : yea, what clearing of your ſelues : yea, 
what indignation : yea, what feare: yea, how 
great tefoe : yea, what zeale: yea, what pu- 
wiſhment : in all things ye haue ſhewed your 
ſelues, that ye are pure inthis matter. 
Lian. ” aint. out gf this place thoſe 
ſeuen fruites of repentance, 
Panl, 


. 
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Pax. Fult, a deſire of doing well. 
Secondly, an Apologie,that is, a con- 
f ſeſſion of the ſinne before God, with a 
requiring of pardon for the offence. Pſal. 
32.5. Then I acknowledged my ſme uns 
thee , neuher hid I mine iniquitie : for I 
thought, I will confeſſe againſt my ſelfe , my 
wickedneſſe unto the Lord, and thou forga- 
eſt the puniſhment of my ſinne, 2.Sam.12. 
13.Then Dauid ſaid unto Nathan, I haue 
ſnmed again? th: Lord: and Nathan ſaid 
vnto Danid , The Lordalſo hath pat avay 
thy ſmne,thou ſhalt not dic. 
3. Indignation againſt a mans ſelfe, 

for his offence, 

4. Afeare,not ſo much for the puniſh- 
ment,as for offending the Lord.Pſal.13o. 
3. 1f thou ſtraightly marke#t iniquities, O 
Lord, who ſhallſtand? 

5- A defire to be fully renewed,and to 
| be delivered from finne- 
6. A feruent zeale to loue God,and to 
embrace and keepe all his commaunde- 
ments. 

7-Reuenge, whereby thefleſh may be 
tamed and ſubdued, leaft at any time af- 
ecrward ſuch offences be committed. , 


W) 
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Lidia, Blefſed be God, that thus teg- 
cheth me by you. Let me ſpeakeyet vnto 
you concerning calamities:I reade inthe 
Scriptures of the patient bearing of the 
croſle;what willit teach me? 

Paul, The patient bearing of the croſle, 
teacheth how Chriſtians ſhould yndergo 
the burden. 

Lidia, What (TIpray you) isthe crofle? 

Paul. The crofſe is a certaine meaſure 
of afflitions,appointed by God to cuery 
one of the faithfull. Matth.16.24.1F any 
2anwill follow me, let him for ſake himſel}e, 
take vp hu croſſe and follewme , Colofl, 
1.24.Now reioyce [in my ſufferings for you, 
and fulfil the ret of the affuttions of Chriſt 
in my fleſh , for his bodies ſake , which us the 
{ harch, 

- Zidia How muſt this crofle be taken 
vp? 

Pan We oughtto take vp this crofle 
willingly, euen with both hands, when it 
ſhallpleaſe Godto lay it vpon vs. 

Andaafterye haue taken itvp,ve muſt 
beare itwith patience and perſeuerance, 
Col. 1, 11; Strenothened with all might, 


through hz glorious power onto all patience 


and 
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end long ſuffering with ioyfulneſſe. Luk, 21. 
19. Poſſeſſe your ſoles with patience. 

Lidia, How may I preſerue patience? 

Paul. The preſeruatiues of patience, 
are: I, Strength by the holy Ghoſt. Phil. 
4.13-Tamable to do all things through the 
helpe of Chriſt , which ſtrengtheneth me, 
Phil. 1. 20. /t /s ginen to you for C hriſt,that 
ot onely ye ſhould beleene in him, but alſo 


ſaffer for his ſake, 2. An holy meditation 


which is manifold. 

x Thatthe afflicions of the faithfull 
come not by chaunce, but by the coun- 
{ell 2nd prouidence of God, which diſpo=- 
ſeth all rhings in a moſt excellent ſort. 
Gen. 4-5-4. 5-1t was God that ſent Toſeph 
tnto Er ypr, 2. Sam. 16. 10. The Lord bid- 
deth Shemet curſe Danid, Pſal. 119. 71. It 
was good for me that I was afflifted, that [ 
muht l-arne thy ſtatutes, Hence itis Cui. 
dent, that afflictions to the godly are ine- 
uitable, AR, 14,21. By many afſutttons yeus 
mnt enter into the kingdome of God, Mat.7. 
T 4. T he gate #5 ſireight, and rhe way narrow 
that leadeth unto life, and few there be that 


firdit. Toh,16,20.1zthe world [pe ſoall hane 


troubles, 


- 
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2 That albeit afflitions are grie- 
uous, yet arc they good and prefitable, 
For they are helpes , whereby men being 
humbled for their ſinnes before God.ob- 
taine peace,and holineſle of life, 2, Cor, 
IT. 9g. We reccined ſentence of death tn our 
ſelues, becauſe we ſhould not truSt in our 
ſelues, but ia God, which raiſeth the deag. 
Eſa. 26. 16. Lord, in trouble hane they wiſi- 
ted thee, they powred ont aprayer, when thy 
chaſtening was vpon them. Hol, 5. 1 5, Twill 
oe and returne tomy placeytill they acknow- 
ledge their fault, and ſeeke me : in theiy affix 
ftion they will ſecke me dilsgently. Pal, 78, 
34. When he ſlue them they ſought him, and 
they returned , and they ſought God early. 
Ter.31. 18. 1 haue heard Ephraim lamenting 
thus:T hou haFt correfled me,and Iwas cha- 
iſed a5 an vntamed calfe: conuert thou me, 
and I ſhall be connerted, Hebr; 12.11. No 
chaſtiſement for the preſent ſeemeth ioyous, 

' butgrienows: but afterward, it bringeth the 
qniet fruit of righteouſnes unto them which 
ere thereby exerciſed. Pſal. ;o. 5. Weeping 
way abide at euenins,but toy commeth in the 
»2o9rning, loh.15.2, Eaerybranch that bea- 
reth fruit, he purgeth it , that it may brin 
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forth more fruite, 1. Pet. 1. 6. Wherem ye 
retoyce, though now for a ſeaſon (if need re- 
quire)je are ns heauineſſe through many ten- 
tations, 2.Cor,1.4.The God of all comfort, 
which comforteth vs tn all ozr tribulations, 
that we may be able to comfort them which 
are in any afftton , by the comfort wherc= 
with our ſelues are comforted of God. Rom. 
$+3.We glory in affliftions, knowing that af- 
futtion wigs patience, Heb,2.1o0.He did 
conſecrate the Prince of their [aluation the- 
rough affiftion. We permit Chirurgians, 
that they both bind vs lying diſeaſed 
in our beds,and ſcare ys with hote irons, 
yea lanch and ſearch our members with 
raſors:and laſtly, we ſend them away vſu- 
ally with friendly and kind ſpeeches, and 
ofren with a golden fce for their thus 


© bandling vs.Shall we then ſuffer ſo many 


things of a Chirurgian, to cure a bodily 
diſcaſe.and wil wenotgiue God leaueto 
cure by afflitions the molt feſtered diſea- 
ſes of our ſicke ſoules? | 
Lidia. What is to be gathered hence? 
Parl. By this we may gather,thar the 
afflitions of the godly,arcignes of their 
adoption, Heb, 1 2.6, hom the Lord lo- 
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ueth , he chaſteneth , and he ſconrgeth exery 
ſonne that he receiueth. 7. If ye endure cha- 
fliſement, God offereth himpſelfe unto you,as 
onto ſonnes. 

And that they are tothem, the Kings 
high way to heauen. Iam.1.12, Bleſſed #5 
the man that endureth tentation:for when he 
z tried, he ſhall receine the crowne of bife, 
which the Lord hath promiſed to them that 
loxe him.2.Cor.4.17. For onr light affliclt- 
on, which 1s but for a moment, cauſeth unts 
vs a farre more excellent and an eternall 
waight of glory, 

y HE God hath promiſed fauor,mi- 
tigation of puniſhment, his preſence,and 
deliverance, Phil,1.29. 1.Coro.13.Ged 
z faithfuJ,who will not ſuffer you to be rem- 
pted abone meaſure , but ift's tentation will 
 gine delinerance. 2.Sam.7.1 4.Plai.go.15- 
Call pen me in time of trouble , and 1 wall 
delizer thee, and thou ſhalt olorifieme, Plal, 


T21.4-. He that keepeth lirael \ will nextther - 


ſlumber nor ſleexpe,, Ela, 43. 2. When thos 
paſſe through the waters] wil be with thee, 
and through the floods that they do not oner- 
flow thee:when thou walkeſt m_ the we= 


ry fire,thon ſhalt not be burnt geither ſhalthe. 


f 
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flame kindle vpon thee: 3. For Tam the Lord 
thy God the holy one of Iſrael thy Sawiour. 

4. Thatin all troubles of che faithfull, 
Chriſt is a companion. 1 Pet.4.,13.Retoyce 
that ye are partakers of the affliclions of 
Christ,2.Cor.q.-10.Enery where we beare 
about inonr boate the dyivog of Chriſt , that 


"rhe Life of leſirs might alſo be made manifest 


in our bodtes.Col.1.21. | 
_ 5. Thatthe Angels are ready to defend 
ſuch as feare God. Pſal.34.8, 2.Kin,6.16. 
Feare not , there are more with vs, then a- 
vaim3t vs. 

Lidia, But of all calamities,the remem- 
brance of death is fearefull vnto me:giue 
me (I pray you) ſoine fey preſeruatiues 
againſt it. 

Paul, Againſt the feare of death, note 
theſc preſeruatiues: 

Firlt, Death, irfreeth the godly from 
the tyranny of Satan, ſinne,the world,the 
flefh,and eternal damnation:yea fromin- 
finite both perils & loſles,and doth place 
vs both ſafe and happy vuder the ſhadow 
(as it were) of Chriſts wings. | 

2, Chriſt by his death, hath ſanCtific 
viito vs both death and the graue. 

O 2 
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3. Chriſt is both in life and death,paine 


tothe godly. Phil.1,1 2. 


4. Thoſe conſultations which the ſpirir 


of Ch:ilt doth ſuggeſt to the ſoules of the 


fairhfull , do by many degrees ſurmount 


the dolours of death, | 
5- The deſire of that moſt bright and 
lorious beholding of God, and the pre- 
ſence of thoſe Saints whichare departed 
before vs. 

6, In ſtead of our bodies we ſhall be 
clothed with glory.2.(or.5.1. 

7. The ſting of death , namely finne, 
15 then ſo taken away , as that that ſerpent 
can no more hurt vs. 1.Cor.15.55.0 
death, where ts thy ſting ! O grane,where t; 
thy vifterie! Heb.2.15.That he might dels- 
uer all them, which for feare of death, were 
all their life time ſubiett to bondage. 

8, Weſhould not ſo muchthinke of 
our death, astotake an exa&t account of 
our life. For that man cannot die ill, who 
hath lived well:and he ſeldom dieth wel, 
that hath liued badly, 


9.The Angels they ſtand at ourelbows, 


that ſo ſoone as 2 Saint departeth, they | 
may with all ſpeed immediatly I | 
| 18 << 
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his ſoule into heauen. 

Soules being once in heauen, remaine 
there til the laſt day of iudgement,where 
they partly magnific the name of God, 
and partly do waite and pray for the con- 
' ſummation of the kingdome ofglory,aud 

full felicity in body and ſoule. Reu.s.8, 
And when he had taken the booke, the foure 
beaſts, and the foure and twentie Elders fell 
downe before the Lambe , haning enery one 
harpes and golden vials full of odours, which 
are the prayers of the Saints : 9. And they 
ſans anew ſoxg , ſaying, Thouart worthy to 
tahe the booke,and to open the ſeales thereof, 
becauſe thou waſt killed, and haſt redeemed 
vs 10 God by thy blood , ont of exery hinred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation, Reu,14- 
2. Theardthewoice of harpers,harping wirh 


their harps.3. And they ſung,as it were,a new 
ſong before the throne: and they criedwith a 
loud woice, ſaying, How lang, Lord, holy and 
true? doeſt not thou indge and auenge our 
blood on them that dwell an the earth? 

Lidia. Yet for all this,Satan inthetime 
oftentation,and at the houre of death,wil 

0 about to perfwade me , that theſe 
things do not belong vnto me:what muſt 
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T he temptation 
 Idothen? 
Paul, Deſcend intoyour owne heart, 
ſee whether you haue Godsſpirit or no, 
teſtifying vnto you that you are Gods 
child : For as many as haue the ſpirit of 

God,they arethe children of God.. 
Lidia, Buthow ſhall I know, whether 
this teſtimony come from Gods ſpirit, or 
from carnall preſumption? 
Paal, Firſt, by a full perfwaſion which 
you ſhall haue;for the holy Ghoſt wil not 
barely ſay it, but perſwade you thatyou 
are Gods child, which the fleſh cannot 
do, Secondly, by the maner of perſwaſi- 
on; forthe holy Ghoſt drawerh not rea- 
{ons from the workes and worthines of 


man, but from Gods fauor andlouc: and - 


this kind of perſwaſion differeth much 
from that which Satan vſeth. Thirdly, by 
the effeCts of that teftimory; for if the 
perſwaſion ariſe from preſumption , it 
is a dead perſwaſion : but contrariwiſc, 
it is moſt lively and ſtirring, if it come 
from the holy Ghoſt: for ſuch as are per- 
{waded thatthey are eleed and adopted 
the children of God, they will loue God, 
truſtinhim, and call vpon him with their 
_ whole 
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whole heatr, 

Lidia, Alas,I findthis teſtimony mar- 
uellous feeble in me: are there not other 
meanes by which I may be comforted 
in this temptation of Satan,that I am not 
Gods child? 

Pant. Yes verily, if you feele notthe 
flame of Gods ſpirit in you,then muſt yoy 
iudge ofit by the heate: and if you find 
thecffeRs of ſanification in you , you 
are without doubrtin the ſtate of grace, 

Lidia. Which (I pray you) bethey? 

Pay! Ofallthe effects offanRificati- 
on, you may iudge of your adoption by 
theſe that follow : firſt, if you feele your 
wants,& with griefe bewaile the offence 
to God in cuery finne. Secondly, if you 
ſtriue againſt thefleſh, thatis, reſiſt ah ... 
hate the firſt motions thercof, and withk- 
griefethinke them burthenous and trol”; * «v4 
bleſome. Thirdly, if you defire earncii&%=%; 
and ychementiy the grace of God, anil;,y&” © 
merit of Chriſt, to obtaine cternall lif&*** 
4. When you haue obrained it, to ac- 
count ita moſtpreciqus iewell, and all 
things to be as dung inreſpect of ir, P4/, | 
3.9. 5.1If you loue a Miniſter of the 

O4 


Fg 
4 . 


\ Kar 
a4 
+ +. i bet 
: KEY L o 
$58 2g 
W .” 


F A FP, 200 The iemptation 
3 - | 4 . CSF ay 9 
} \. © Goſpell, asheisa Miniſter, and a Chii. 


ſtian as he is a Chriſtian ; and if neeg re- 
quire , can be ready to giue your life for 
them,1,70h,3.16. 6,It you call carneſtly 
vpon God,cuen withteares. 7.If you de- 
fire Chrifts coming to iudgement, that an 
end might be made of theſe daies of fin. 
8. If you fic all occafions of finne,and in- 
dceuor to come to newneſle of life. 9.And 
laſt of all, it youperſeuere vnto the laſt 
oaſpe in theſe things, For,as one ſaith, he 
that will ſerue God, muſt belecue thar 
which he cannot ſee, hope for that which 
is deferred, loue God whenhe ſhewes 
himſelfe an enemy; and thus remaine to 
the end. 
Lidia Theſc indeed are ſure effects of 
 ſanGtificarion, but euen theſe arc weak in 
_ . me, as the former. | 
- , Paul.Arethey ſo?ThenknowthatGed 
+» Eitarhethyou, yetſoas youmuſt notthere- 
+ _ -,. 'withbediſmaied: for itis certaine, that if 
| "*.you haue faith but as a graine ofmuſtard- 
ſeed, and be as weake as ayong infant, it 
is ſufficient to ingraft you into Chiiſt: 
and therefore you muſt not doubt of your 
ownelection by reaſon of your weaknes. 
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deth it as well as a man, though not with 
ſo much ſtrength;8 you laying hold ypon 
Chriſt by faith,though you doit neuer ſo 
weakly , it will ſufiſe Ge your ſaluation. 
Nay, if one haue not yet felt theſe effects 
in his heart, he muſt not conclude,he is a 
reprobate, but muſt rather yſe the word 
of God and the Sacraments, that he may 
hauc inward ſenſe ofthe power of Chriſt 
drawing him vnto him, and an aflurance 
of his redemption by Chriſts death and 
paſſion. 

Lidia. He that opened the heart of 
Lidiato heare Parl, open my heart to 
know and do theſe things. 

Panl. Amen, 


Sundrie neceſfarie ob- 


ſeruations meet for a Chri- 
ſtian, publithed long fince by 


ſome religions man. 


I 
Hatyou keepenarrow watch ouer your hart, 


words and deedes continually Pſaezg, 1.Mar. 
24. 43-Luk, 12,36, 1.Cor. 10.13.19. 34416, 


I3.Coloſ.3.17. 
; 3 
Har with all care the time be redeemed that 
hath bene idly, careleſly and vnprofitably 
ſpcat, Eph. 5. 16. Col, 45. 


3 
TJ Har once inthe day atleaſt, priuate prayer and 
meditation be made. Pſal. 119, 164. Dan 6. 16 
Luk, 18, 1, Eph.6, 18. Col. 4.2. 


4 
Fila care be hadto do andreceiue goodin come 
panic eo, Thelſ. $.1T, 


5 
THat your familie be with all diligence and re- 
gard inſtructed, watched ouer, and Chriſtianly 
gouerned. Gen.18, 19, Deut. 4.9. & 5.6. 7. Prous 
3I. 37.Eph6. 4 


THatno more care be ſpent in matters of this 


world, . 


CY 
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wortd, then muſt needs. Mat. 6, 31, Col. 3.2. x, 
loh. So Iy ; : 


7 
Hatyou ſtirre vp your ſelues to liberalitie to 
& GodsSaints,Gal, 6.10.Heb.13.16. 
8 
T Hat you prepareyour {clues to beare the crofle, 
» * by what meanes ſocuer it ſhall pleaſe God to 
exerciſe you. Mat. 16-24.Luk. g.13.& 24-27. 


9 
Hat you giue not the leaſt bridle to wandring 
I od fob: 31.1. Eph.5.3- 
10 


Tat you beſtow ſome time in mourning, not 
ovely for your owne ſinnes, butfor the rune & 
age wherein you liue. Ezec, y.q4.Plal.119.136. 
II 
T Hat you looke daily for the comming of our 
Lord lefus Chriſt, for your full deliuerance our 
ef this world. Mat .24-44+ 
| I2 
T Hat you acquaint your ſelfe with ſome odly 
perſon, with whom you may conferre of your 
Chriſtian eſtate, .and open your doubts, to the 
quickening of Gods gracesin you, lam.y.16. 
I 
T Har you obſerue the F/ ZE of menout of 
this life, their mortalitie, the vanitic and altera- 
tion of things below, the more to contemne: the 
world, andto continue your longing after the life 
to come. Eſa.57.1, Phil. 3.3.1.Pet 1.24. Reu.3220. 


I4 
at you meditate oftenvpon your death, and 
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going outof this life, how you muſt lic inthe 
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Sane, go to duſt, leane all olorie and wealth : and 
s will ſcruc to beate downe that ptide of life 
which naturally is in you. Eccleſ,7-4.8&12.z, 


3s Is. 
Hat you reade ſomething dayly of the holy 

Scriptures, for the further iucreaſe of your 
knowledge. Mat.22.39, Iohn 5.39, At.17.11. 

16. 

Hat you make a couenant with the Lord ta 

ftriue againſt all finnes, eſpecially againſt the 
ſpeciall finnes and corruptiens of your heart and 
life, wherein you haue moſt diſhonoured God: 
and that you carefully ſee that your coucnant be 
kept and continued . Nehem. g. 38. 2 Chron. 


34 31- 


IF, 
T Hat you marke how ſinne dicth and is weake- 
- 'nedin you, and that youturne not to your old 
finnes againe. Marth. 18.8, 1.Theſl.5.22, 2.Pet, 
S-2>. 

18, 


FHat you fall not from your firſt loue, but con- 
tinue ſtill your affeCtion to the liking of Gods 
word, andto all the holy exerciſes of Religion, 
diligently hearing it, and r= ar praCtifing it, 
that you may prepare your ſelfe before you come, 
and meditate of that you haue heard, either by 
your ſelfe or with other , and ſo marke your day- 
y profiting in Religion, Heb, 3.12. & 12.15. Re- 
uel.2.4. 
T9» 
'T Hat yoube often occupied in meditating ypon 
Gods benefits and workes, and ſound forth his 
praiſe for the ſame, 


JO, 


* 


. þ FL 


20, 


Hat you exerciſe your faith, by taking delighe 2 


Mn the great benefite of your redemption 
Chriſt , and the fruition of Gods preſence in his 
olorious and blefled kingdome, Plal. 116-12,13. 
& 118.15. Ephel.5.20, 

2I. 


TL Aftly, that you make not theſc holy praftiſes of 


repentance, common for the time,nor vie them 
for faſhion ſake, Luk.8.13. 


Is Adamo potuimns nonmori, in Chriſto 
on poſſumus mort. 


FINIS. 
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